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TONIGHT’S PROGRAM
Sonata in A Major / CÉSAR  FRANCK (1822-1890)
Adapted by Jean-Yves Fourmeau
	 Allegretto ben moderato
	 Allegro
	 Recitativo - Fantasia
	 Allegretto poco mosso

INTERMISSION

Sonata (1937) / BERNHARD HEIDEN (1910-2000)
	 Allegro
	 Vivace
	 Adagio, Presto

Fuzzy Bird Sonata (1991) / TAKASHI YOSHIMATSU (b. 1953)
	 Run, bird
	 Sing, bird
	 Fly, bird

BIOGRAPHIES
Since establishing himself among the Denver area’s elite jazz musicians, PETER SOMMER 
has contributed his energetic tenor playing and creative spirit to a wide variety of musical  
projects ranging from mainstream bebop to avant garde and beyond at venues across the nation 
and around the world. Although rooted in the great jazz tradition of his heroes Duke Ellington,  
Thelonious Monk, John Coltrane and Ornette Coleman, he continues to search for the mystery 
in music making and takes great joy in sharing the present moment with the listener.

Peter has released four albums as a leader – Sioux County (2006) on Tapestry Records,  
featuring his original compositions in duo with jazz piano legend Art Lande, Crossroads (2008) 
on Capri Records, featuring a two-tenor frontline with the great NYC saxophonist Rich Perry, 
and Tremolo Canteen (2010) and Narrando Historias (2015) on Dazzle Recordings.

From a May 2009 Saxophone Journal review of Crossroads, “(Sommer) is the possessor of 
a dark, gritty sound, clean, fast technique, melodic ideas and a true understanding of the 
post-bebop style. In addition, he is fearless, thus the inclusion of one of the most original voices 
of the tenor saxophone in jazz as a guest artist, Rich Perry...Together the two tenor players 
complement each other perfectly...After hearing this CD, the name Peter Sommer will certainly 
jump out at you in a big way; this guy delivers.”

Peter is a regular member of the Ken Walker Sextet, Ninth and Lincoln (modern big band under 
the direction of Tyler Gilmore), the Wil Swindler Elevenet, the Fred Hess Big Band, the Colorado 
Jazz Orchestra, the New Third Stream Saxophone Quartet and is an honorary member of the 
Russian Dragon Band. He also performs often as a soloist, in duo with Art Lande, and as a 
leader of his own quartet. 



Sommer is also active as a concert saxophonist, performing recitals of newly commissioned 
pieces and masterworks both regionally and abroad. Recent performances include John 
Mackey's Soprano Saxophone Concerto and David Biedenbender's “Dreams in Dusk” with 
the Colorado State University Symphonic Band. He is also a member of the consortium to 
commission a new soprano saxophone concerto from William Bolcom, which he will premiere 
in Fall 2016 with the CSU Wind Symphony.

Peter has performed with the Dallas Symphony Orchestra, the Colorado Symphony Orchestra 
and the Colorado Music Festival Orchestra, and has been a featured jazz soloist at North 
American Saxophone Alliance Regional and Biennial Conferences. He has also performed at 
IAJE International Conferences in Anaheim and Toronto, Canada, and has performed at World 
Saxophone Congresses in Valencia, Spain, Bangkok, Thailand, St. Andrews, Scotland and 
Strasbourg, France.

Peter Sommer is associate professor of Jazz Studies and Saxophone at Colorado State  
University in Fort Collins. At CSU, Mr. Sommer directs Jazz Ensemble I and coordinates the 
Jazz Studies area.

Pianist TIMOTHY BURNS is a versatile performer and collaborator, with significant instrumental, 
vocal, and choral accompanying experience. He holds degrees in piano performance, music 
theory pedagogy, and collaborative piano from Duquesne University in Pittsburgh, Penn., and 
the Eastman School of Music in Rochester, N.Y., studying with Carol Schanely-Cahn, David Allen 
Wehr, and Jean Barr. Currently, Dr. Burns serves as supervisor of piano accompanying at the 
Colorado State University. Dr. Burns has performed in a variety of collaborative and solo settings 
throughout the United States and Canada. He has worked with renowned choral conductors Brady 
R. Allred, Daniel Bara, Scott Tucker, and Amanda Quist, among others, with performances 
at such venues as New York City’s Riverside Church and Lincoln Center’s Avery Fisher Hall.  
Additionally, Dr. Burns served as staff accompanist for the 2010 King Award Competition in  
Salina, Kan., the 2012 International Viola Congress, performing with artists Jeanne-Louise  
Moolman of South Africa and Hartmut Rohde of Germany, and the 2013 International  
Society of Bassists Competition and Conference, performing with competitors from the United  
Kingdom, China, South Korea, and the United States. Recent performances include the Frick  
Collection’s “Salon Evening” concert series in New York City, presenting Laszlo Varga’s arrangement 
of the tone poem Don Quixote by Richard Strauss with members of the Rochester Philharmonic  
Orchestra. As an avid supporter for new and current music, Dr. Burns has performed works 
by current composers such as Mari Esabel Valverde, Margaret Brouwer, Mathjis van Dijk, and  
Baljinder Sekhon. Additional performance honors include winning the Western Pennsylvania Steinway  
Society competition in 2004, and holding the Brooks Smith Fellowship in Collaborative  
Piano at the Eastman School of Music for the 2010 and 2011 academic years. Past summer  
residences have included the New York State Summer School of the Arts Choral Studies Program in  
Fredonia, N.Y., the Performing Arts Institute at the Wyoming Seminary near Wilkes-Barre, PA, 
and the Eastman School of Music’s “Summer@Eastman” program. For the summer of 2015,  
Dr. Burns was in residence for the Lift Clarinet Academy and Just Chamber Music program, both 
held in Fort Collins, Colo. In addition to his performing career, Dr. Burns has been recognized for 
his academic contributions. Photographer Francis Smith interviewed him for his documentary 
Columbia: America by Another Name, discussing the history of the US national hymn “Hail,  
Columbia” from its creation in the 1790s through its use in the nineteenth century. Dr. Burns 
has given lectures at Bloomsburg University, the Eastman School of Music, and the Wyoming 
Seminary on topics of piano accompanying and music theory. He has also received Eastman’s 
prestigious D.M.A. Lecture Recital Prize for his presentation on Robert Schumann’s late song 
cycle Gedichte der Königin Maria Stuart with the support of soprano Clara Nieman.



RALPH OPERA PROGRAM PERFORMANCES

Xerxes by George Frideric Handel		  October 26, 27, 7:30 p.m.	 GCH, UCA
Xerxes by George Frideric Handel		  October 28, 8 p.m.	 GCH, UCA
Xerxes by George Frideric Handel		  October 29, 2:00 p.m.	 GCH, UCA

DANCE PERFORMANCES

Fall Dance Concert		  November 9, 10, 7:30 p.m.	 UDT, UCA
Fall Dance Concert		  November, 11, 2 p.m.	 UDT, UCA
Fall Dance Capstone Concert		  December 8, 9, 7:30 p.m.	 UDT, UCA
Fall Dance Capstone Concert		  December 9, 2 p.m.	 UDT, UCA

THEATRE PERFORMANCES

Three Sisters by Anton Chekhov		  Sept. 29, 30, Oct.  5, 6, 7, 7:30 p.m.	 UT, UCA
Three Sisters by Anton Chekhov		  October 1, 8, 2 p.m.	 UT, UCA

MUSIC PERFORMANCES

Music in the Museum Series / John Seesholtz, Baritone / FREE	 September 12, noon and 6 p.m.	 GAMA, UCA
Guest Artist Concert / John Fadial, Violin / FREE	 September 13, 7:30 p.m.	 ORH, UCA
Virtuoso Series Concert / Shilo Stroman, Percussion	 September 18, 7:30 p.m.	 GCH, UCA
Virtuoso Series Concert / Margaret Miller, Viola	 September 18, 7:30 p.m.	 ORH, UCA
Guest Artist Concert / Payton MacDonald, Percussion / FREE	 September 21, 6:00 p.m.	 ORH, UCA
University Symphony Orchestra Concert with CSU Theatre	 September 21, 22, 7:30 p.m.	 GCH, UCA
Voice Area Recital / FREE		  September 26, 7:30 p.m.	 ORH, UCA
Jazz Ensembles Concert		  September 28, 7:30 p.m.	 GCH, UCA
Guest Artist Concert / Joel Becktell, Cello / FREE	 September 29, 7:30 p.m.	 ORH, UCA
Classical Convergence Concert / Black Violin		  September 30, 7:30 p.m.	 LC

U P C O M I N G  P E R F O R M A N C E S
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UNIVERSITY CENTER FOR THE ARTS SEASON SPONSORS
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