
The Colorado Rare Plant Technical Committee presents:

2nd Annual Rare Plant 
Symposium

Friday, September 16th, 2005
8am-noon: 2nd Annual Colorado Rare Plant Symposium (Discuss G1 species)
6:30-7:30pm: Rare Plant Working Group Updates (Ponderosa Room)

Goals – knowledge exchange, project development, conservation of rare plants!
Location – Pagosa Lodge in Pagosa Springs, CO (800 523 7704)
In conjunction with the Colorado Native Plant Society’s Annual Meeting

Sponsored by:
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Aletes latilobus=
Lomatium latilobum

Canyonlands biscuitroot
• Federal status: BLM sensitive
• Heritage ranks: G1/S1
• Global distribution: Utah (Grand and 

San Juan counties) and Colorado 
(Mesa County-- Colorado National 
Monument and Rattlesnake Canyon)



Aletes latilobus=
Lomatium latilobum

Canyonlands biscuitroot
• Last observed in Colorado: 1997
• Colorado occurrences: Five (one with general 

location only)
• Colorado individuals: 1,825
• Primary threats: Park developments, trampling 

by hikers 
• Land ownership/management: Colorado 

National Monument, BLM, possibly on adjacent 
private













Aliciella sedifolia=Gilia sedifolia
Stonecrop gilia 

• Federal status: USFS sensitive
• Heritage ranks: G1/S1
• Global distribution: Colorado 

endemic, San Juan Mountains, 
Hinsdale County 



Aliciella sedifolia=Gilia sedifolia
Stonecrop gilia

• Last observed: 2003
• Occurrences: 2 (one of these has not been 

seen since 1892)
• Individuals: 1,100
• Primary threats: off-road vehicle use, 

recreation, sheep grazing, mining, noxious weed 
invasion 

• Land ownership/management: Gunnison 
and possibly San Juan National Forests













Astragalus lonchocarpus var. 
hamiltonii =A. hamiltonii

Hamilton’s milkvetch 

• Federal status: BLM sensitive in CO
• Heritage ranks: G1/S1
• Global distribution: Uintah County, 

Utah and Moffat County, Colorado



Astragalus hamiltonii
Hamilton’s milkvetch

• Last observed in Colorado: 1991
• Colorado occurrences: 1
• Colorado individuals: 12
• Primary threats: unknown, area heavily 

grazed in past
• Land ownership/management: Dinosaur 

NM in CO and UT; National Wildlife 
Refuge, Ute, BLM, State, and private in 
UT











Habitat of 
Astragalus 
hamiltonii



Astragalus 
hamiltonii in 

fruit



Astragalus microcymbus
Skiff milkvetch

• Federal status: BLM sensitive
• Heritage ranks: G1/S1
• Global distribution: Colorado endemic, 

South Beaver Creek, Gunnison and 
Saguache counties



Astragalus microcymbus
Skiff milkvetch

• Last observed: 1993 (monitored by DBG)
• Occurrences: 4 
• Individuals: 9,152-10,252
• Primary threats: recreation, grazing by 

cattle and rabbits, mining, residential 
development

• Land ownership/management: BLM (most 
occurrences within a BLM ACEC and 
South Beaver Creek Natural Area), private 









Astragalus schmolliae
Schmoll’s milkvetch

• Federal status: none
• Heritage ranks: G1/S1
• Global distribution: Colorado 

endemic, Chapin Mesa,Montezuma 
County



Astragalus schmolliae
Schmoll’s milkvetch

• Last observed: 2005
• Occurrences: 3
• Individuals: 294,549
• Primary threats: Park developments, 

noxious weed invasions, changes in fire 
regime, drought, browsing by mule deer, 
rabbits, butterfly larvae

• Land ownership/management: Mesa 
Verde National Park, BIA Ute Tribal lands

































Cirsium scapanolepis
Mountain slope thistle

• Federal status: none
• Heritage ranks: G1G2Q/S1
• Global distribution: Colorado endemic



Cirsium scapanolepis
Mountain slope thistle

• Last observed in Colorado: 1900-1983?
• Colorado occurrences: unknown, obscure
• Colorado individuals: unknown
• Primary threats: weevils, unknown
• Land ownership/management: unknown





Distribution of 
Cirsium clavatum

in Utah





Corispermum navicula
Crescent bugseed

• Federal status: none
• Heritage ranks: G1?/S1
• Global distribution: Colorado endemic, 

possibly Oklahoma



Corispermum navicula
Crescent bugseed

• Last observed: 1996
• Occurrences: 1
• Individuals: common locally
• Primary threats: unknown
• Land ownership/management: BLM, 

Kremmling Field Office









Cryptantha gypsophila
Gypsum Valley Cat-eye

• New species, described by Jim 
Reveal in 2004.

• Federal status: none
• Heritage ranks: G1/S1
• Global distribution: Colorado 

endemic, San Miguel County



Cryptantha gypsophila
Gypsum Valley Cat-eye

• Last observed: 2005 CNHP Rare Plant Survey
• Occurrences: specimens from 13 locations, 

surveyed all but 3 in 2005.  
• Individuals: locally abundant, many thousands in 

each
• Primary threats: oil and gas development, ATVs, 

recreation, roads
• Land ownership/management: BLM, San Juan 

RA and UBRA





Cryptantha gypsophila















Draba weberi
Weber’s draba

• Federal status: none
• Heritage ranks: G1/S1
• Global distribution: Colorado 

endemic, Monte Cristo Creek 
drainage in Summit County



Draba weberi
Weber’s draba

• Last observed: 2003
• Occurrences: 1
• Individuals: 20-100
• Primary threats: road and dam 

construction and maintenance, recreation, 
mining, noxious weeds

• Land ownership/management: private













Erigeron wilkenii
Dieter’s fleabane

• Federal status: none
• Heritage ranks: G1/S1
• Global distribution: endemic to  

Colorado (Dinosaur National 
Monument, Moffat County)



Erigeron wilkenii
Dieter’s fleabane

• Last observed: 1995 
• Occurrences: 4 (one is imprecisely described 

and may overlap with one of the other 3)
• Individuals: 1,000-3,000
• Primary threats: no specific threats known
• Land ownership: Dinosaur NM











Eriogonum brandegei
Brandegee’s buckwheat

• Federal status: USFS and BLM 
sensitive

• Heritage ranks: G1G2/S1S2
• Global distribution: Colorado 

endemic, Chaffee and Fremont 
counties



Eriogonum brandegei
Brandegee’s buckwheat

• Last observed: 2004
• Individuals: 35,000-several million
• Occurrences: 9
• Primary threats: off-road vehicle use and other 

recreation, residential and commercial 
development, timbering, mining, highway 
maintenance, weeds, grazing

• Land ownership/management: BLM (some 
within ACECs), state, private, highway right of 
way



















Hackelia gracilenta
Mesa Verde stickseed

• Last observed: 2005 (some not since 1980)
• Occurrences: 9 (most have not been updated in 

CNHP databases in 25 or more years)
• Individuals: only one occurrence reports 

population size as “infrequent”
• Primary threats: Unknown, possibly recreation, 

and/or developments in the Park, such as trails 
or roads.  Fires may have had an impact on this 
species.

• Land ownership/management: Mesa Verde NP



Hackelia gracilenta
Mesa Verde stickseed

• Federal status: none
• Heritage ranks: G1/S1
• Global distribution: Colorado 

endemic, Mesa Verde National Park, 
Montezuma County













Lygodesmia doloresensis
Dolores River skeletonplant

• Federal status: BLM sensitive in CO
• Heritage ranks: G1Q/S1
• Global distribution: Utah and 

Colorado (Mesa County)



Lygodesmia doloresensis
Dolores River skeletonplant

• Last observed in Colorado: 2004
• Colorado occurrences: 11 or 12
• Colorado individuals: 2470
• Primary threats: deer, rabbit, and cattle 

grazing, private land development, road 
maintenance, weeds

• Land ownership/management: private, 
BLM















Mimulus gemmiparus
Rocky Mountain monkeyflower

• Federal status: USFS sensitive
• Heritage ranks: G1/S1
• Global distribution: Colorado endemic, 

Boulder, Clear Creek, Jefferson, Grand, 
and Larimer counties



Mimulus gemmiparus
Rocky Mountain monkeyflower

• Last observed: 2003
• Occurrences: 8
• Individuals: roughly 118,000
• Primary threats: trampling, competition 

from other plants, interference with 
hydrology

• Land ownership/management: Rocky 
Mountain NP, Pike and Arapahoe 
Roosevelt National Forests









Oreoxis humilis
Pike’s Peak alpine parsley

• Federal status: none
• Heritage ranks: G1/S1
• Global distribution: Colorado endemic 

(El Paso and Teller counties)



Oreoxis humilis
Pike’s Peak alpine parsley

• Last observed: 2005 
• Occurrences: 3 or 4
• Individuals: 4,340 (tens of thousands estimated)
• Primary threats: road erosion and construction, 

structure maintenance, motorized and non-
motorized recreation, herbivory, weeds

• Land ownership/management: Pike National 
Forest, private (Colorado Springs Utilities)









Penstemon gibbensii
Gibbens’ beardtongue

• Federal status: BLM sensitive
• Heritage ranks: G1/S1
• Global distribution: SC Wyoming, NE 

Utah, and NW Colorado



Penstemon gibbensii
Gibbens’ beardtongue

• Last observed in Colorado: 1999
• Occurrences: 7 total, 2 in CO
• Individuals: 17,000 individuals total, 6,300 in 

Colorado
• Primary threats in CO: noxious weeds, 

grazing, recreational activities, and uranium 
mining 

• Land ownership in CO: BLM, National 
Wildlife Refuge



















Physaria pulvinata
Cushion bladderpod

• New species, described by Jim 
Reveal 2004

• Federal status: none
• Heritage ranks: G1/S1
• Global distribution: Colorado 

endemic, San Miguel and Dolores 
counties



• Last observed: 2005 CNHP Rare Plant 
Survey

• Occurrences: specimens from 5 locations, 
surveyed 2, so far

• Individuals: 2000+  in each 
• Primary threats: recreation, roads
• Land ownership/management: Colorado: 

Miramonte SWA; San Juan NF; private
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If you have any information on 
these species, please contact:

Colorado Natural Heritage Program
Botany Information Manager

8002 Campus Delivery
Fort Collins, CO 80523

(970) 491-5857
www.cnhp.colostate.edu 




