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There are many actions to take before an outright increase of MMA

= Increases in Grenada.
0 B fees.
o o o " . o
ﬁ @ Willingness to Pay and Investment Justification  Improve enforcement and collection of current fees —
E = There are many case studies indicating that the protection of marine  Offer pre-purchase options for MMA visitors Additional funding
2 : : : _ ‘ould break this
E % ecosystemsis a worthwhile economic endeavor: o Create other separate fees to increase revenue e F#“'ﬂrﬂqp M
%; = e A 2015 World Wildlife Fund study found that the benefit to cost ratio for 0 Higher Anchoring fees and tiered Mooring fees
= = investment in MMAs globally is between 3:1 and 20:1" 0 Annual and daily MMA access fees and bracelets
¥y
e Willingness to Pay (WTP) surveys conducted across the Windward O Permits for ceremonies and filming S—
Figure 1. MMA Value Chain: A successful fee/MMA [slands show a unanimous WTP higher fees in all areas including an 80% * Channel fees directly into MMA management and conservation cni;m{.::::i:::n
conservation cycle. approval for raising fees by members of the tourism sector in SVG and goals <pend on enforcement
ST. VINCENT Grenada? « Communicate proposal to increase fees with government and infrastructure

officials, local community members, private sector stakeholders,

Methods

o
-—$‘  Today user fees constitute 94% of the funding for MPA management in

~ Increase in

and other users

St. Vincent and the Grenadines and Kingstown B Bonaire, and usership continues to climb  Be transparent with users: keep them informed about where ﬁ:ﬂ:;izﬂ:;n:: i
Grenada are Southern Caribbean . - " "™ '« Asall members of the Caribbean Challenge Initiative (CCI) seek ways to fees are going and how they will be used from outsid e funders

nations whose economies are strongly E;:t‘ﬂ 'f _I fund the protection of at least 20% of near shore marine areas by 2020, ]

reliant on marine resources and eco- & " - all have resorted to the collection of fees of some kind Conclusion e ase Lanphants
tourism (Figu-re 2). Our tezjlm | -:.f; - Non-Government Organizations (NGOs) support the conservation of The long-term benefits derived from a soundly implemented ::ﬂ:::]:f;; ;a::::ﬂ
conducted aliterature review, six v '. - marine environments, but first want to ensure funds are funneled toward increase in MMA fees will be favorable for all stakeholders. Healthy matching funds. revenue
personal interviews, and held Lirion muru'i‘* g marine ecosystems are attractive to tourists and will support an

. | - conservation already _ YT T _
community and three stakeholder | | f:‘“ increase in visitation. Successfully maintaining and generating
[T iyl

presentations in Union Island, in * Private stakeholders, though reluctant to increase fees for fear of losing

revenue from MMAs will provide sustainable economic benefits to

Figure 4. Breaking the cycle of insufficient

which we determined the need, - visitors, are willing to increase fees if there is evidence of properly Grenada and St. Vincent and the Grenadines for generations to funding in MMAS
plausibility, and recommendations for e managed resources come.

an improved fee structure for MMAs in ket Ecosvstem Services

Grenada and St. Vincent and the _y _ _

C 4 SVG). O hb Effectively managed MMAs provide many goods and services to both

renadin . rr r n

| cha e.s (5VG). Ourresearc ega. GRENADA humans and wildlife. These benefits include but are not limited to:

in the Spring of 2017, and concluded in Figyre 2. Map of St. Vincent and the | - References

OCtObeI‘ 2017, Wlth the Stakeh()lder Grenadines and Grenada ° Tourlsm Opportunltles 1. Reuchlin-Hugenholtz, E., McKenzie, E. (2015) Marine Protected Areas: smart investment in ocean health. WWF. Gland, Switzerland.

presentations_ i CoaStal StOI‘m pI‘OteCtion, mlnlmIZIHg CO StS fOl‘ reparatiOnS 2. Global Parks. 2014. Marine protected area fee harmonization study for 6 countries in the Lesser Antilles. The Organization of American States Department of Sustainable Development. 22pp

m m ° Healthy flSh habitat, allowing for Spor‘t fiShing, livelihOOd fiShing, and 3. Uyarra, M. C., Gill, J. A., & Coté, |. M. (2010). Charging for Nature: Marine Park Fees and Management from a User Perspective. Ambio, 39(7), 515-523. Retrieved from: http://doi.org/10.1007/s13280-010-0078-4
Results and DlS CuSSlon fOOd Brown, Corey (2001) Visitor Use Fees in Protected Areas, Synthesis of the North American, Costa Rican and Belizean Experience. USAID. Online

Currently in Grenada and SVG, MMAS dare inSUffiCiently funded, leading tO Christie, M., Remoundou, K., Siwicka, E., & Wainwright, W. (2015). Valuing marine and coastal ecosystem service benefits: Case study of St Vincent and the Grenadines’ proposed marine protected areas. Ecosystem Services, 11: 115-127.
degraded marine environments. If actions are not taken now to improve fee * Improved livelihoods through employment related to MMA operations DCNA Management Success Report (2012) Dutch Caribbean Nature Alliance.

collection structures in these MMAs, it will ultimately cost governments and * Revenue generation through taxes, permits, and fees related to marine Grenada (2016) World Bank. Online.

societies as a whole more than an initial investment. Our research shows that environments Grenada- Coastal Resilience (2016) Reef Resilience. Oniine

. Y7 - . H th, D. (2007). Tob C Marine Park 2007-2009 M t Plan. 100pp.

there is a willingness to pay more for MMA conservation, and that there are , , , _ . oeearth, D. (2007). Tobago Cays Marine par resEmE T TR

NUMErous ecos stem services that benefit the societies in Grenada and SVG Managlng MMAS 1S A COSt-lntenSIVC endeaVOI‘_ HOWEVC]‘, lt 1S even more Funding Protected Areas in the Wider Caribbean- a Guide for Managers and Conservation Organizations (2001) The Nature Conservancy. Online

Hu u b f Y f . d f b _ _ d d h COStly tO allOW fOI‘ the degradatiOn Of these ECOSYStemS over tlme Valuation Meyer, MacRae (2006) Bonaire National Marine Park Management Plan 2006. STINAPA Bonaire. Online

OWEVET, Delore Iees are increased, en orcement must be maintained and there . . . Saint Vincent and the Grenadines Tourism Authority. (2009). Tourism Statistics. St. Vincent and the Grenadines. Online.
must be communication between all stakeholders regarding increased fees. See studies have attempted to quantify ecosystem goods and services Seychelles- Coral Restoration (2016) Reef Resilience. Online.
Figure 3 for a roadmap outlining the process of increasing fees. monetarily in order to depict how much would be lost in their absence. World Travel and Tourism Council. (2016) Travel and Tourism Economic Impact 2017 Grenada. Online.




	Improving Fee Collection to Support Marine Managed Areas in Grenada and St. Vincent and the Grenadines���Allison Konkowski, Michael Loots, and Lindsey Marshall

