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Average December Temperature and Precipitation

The average air temperature for December 2024 was 

38.2 ˚F, a whopping 7.1 ˚F above our 1991-2020 

December normal (31.3 ˚F).

The last warmer December was 1980 (38.5 ˚F).

We received no measurable precipitation, only a trace 

amount in December 2024, 0% of our 1991-2020 

December normal (0.47”). The last December we 

received less precipitation (not even a trace) was 1959 

(0.00”).

The last wetter December was 2023 (0.14”)

We also received only a trace of snowfall in December 

2024, 0% of our 1991-2020 December normal (7.5”) 

The last December we received less snowfall was 1959 

(0.0”). 
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Highest Daily Tmax: 66 ˚F on December 20th 

Lowest Daily Tmin: 15 ˚F on December 10th 

Highest Daily Precipitation: T on December 17th, 23rd, and 25th 

Highest Daily Snowfall: T on December 17th 

December 2024 Time 

Series Graphics 
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Additional December 2024 Statistics 
Observed

1991-2020 

Normal POR Average

Depart from 

Normal

Depart from 

POR Average Last Above Last Below

Tmean ˚F 38.2 31.1 29.6 7.1 8.6 1980 2023

Mean(Tmax) ˚F 52.2 44.0 43.2 8.2 9.0 1980 2023

Mean(Tmin) ˚F 24.2 18.3 15.9 5.9 8.3 2023 2022

Precipitation “ T 0.47 0.47 -0.47 -0.47 2023 1959

Water Year Precip “ 1.39 2.46 2.18 -1.07 -0.79 2023 2021

Snowfall “ T 7.5 6.8 -7.5 -6.8 2022 1959

Seasonal Snowfall “ 1.7 19.2 16.1 -17.5 -14.4 2023 1934

Value Date

Max(Tmax) ˚F 66 20th 

Min(Tmax) ˚F 37 31st 

Max(Tmin) ˚F 33 22nd, 30th 

Min(Tmin) ˚F 15 10th 

Max(Daily Precip)” T 17th, 23rd, 25th, 

Max(Daily Snowfall)“ T 17th 

Peak Wind Gust (mph) 39 19th 

Days Precip > 0 3

Days Snowfall > 0 1

Days Precip > Trace 0

Days Snowfall > Trace 0

Days Wind Gust > 20mph 9

Peak Wind Gust Direction 288

Peak Wind Gust Time (MST) 2:15
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Records Broken 

We set a new highest maximum daily 

temperature record on December 20th 

of 66 ˚F. The previous record was 65 ˚F 

from 1894. 

We set a new highest minimum daily 

temperature record on December 25th 

of 30 ˚F. The previous record was 29 ˚F 

from 2021. 

Photo Credit: Noah Newman
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Feature Story: Hot and Dry
This December was notably our warmest December without measurable 

precipitation on record with an average air temperature of 38.2 ˚F. 

Followed by 1957 with an average air temperature of 36.9 ˚F. 

Within the 136-year record (beginning 1889) there are 7 other years with 

0” of precipitation recorded in December (1905, 1934, 1935, 1942, 1952, 

1957, and 1959.) Notably, December 2024 was the first year with a trace 

for monthly precipitation. 

While a warmer-than-average December has made going outside much 

more enjoyable, the heat paired with lacking precipitation has kept the 

Northern front-range and plains in maintained drought conditions. For 

more information on drought conditions check out our drought page or 

through the current U.S. Drought Monitor.

Overall, in its entirety 2024 was the second most warm and dry year on 

record, following behind 2012. Calendar year 2024 had an average air 

temperature of 53.0 ˚F,  2.17 ˚F above average (58.3 ˚F) and an annual 

precipitation total of 11.90”, 3.98” below average (15.88”). 

https://ccc.atmos.colostate.edu/drought/index.html
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?CO
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