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One of America’s most thought-provoking, multi-faceted, and compelling artists, pianist Jeremy Denk is the 
winner of a 2013 MacArthur “Genius” Fellowship, the 2014 Avery Fisher Prize, and Musical America’s 2014  
Instrumentalist of the Year award. He has appeared as soloist with the Los Angeles Philharmonic, the Philadelphia 
Orchestra, and the symphony orchestras of Boston, Chicago, San Francisco, and London, and regularly gives 
recitals in New York, Washington, Boston, Philadelphia, and throughout the United States. 

In 2014–15, he launches a four-season tenure as an Artistic Partner of the Saint Paul Chamber Orchestra; makes 
debuts with the Cleveland Orchestra under Susanna Mälkki and the New York Philharmonic led by Esa-Pekka 
Salonen; appears as a soloist with the Los Angeles Philharmonic and San Francisco Symphony; and performs 
Bach concertos with Academy of St. Martin-in-the-Fields in London and on tour throughout the US. Future  
engagements also include his appearances at the BBC Proms, London’s Wigmore Hall, and his recital debut at 
the Concertgebouw in Amsterdam. 

In 2014, Denk served as Music Director of the Ojai Music Festival, for which, besides performing and curating, he wrote 
the libretto for a comic opera. The opera will be presented by Carnegie Hall in the 2014–15 season. To coincide with the 
release of his second Nonesuch Records album, Bach: Goldberg Variations, Denk opened the 2013–14 season with 
performances of the “Goldbergs” in Boston, Chicago, and Washington, and went on to perform them as part of the 
Barbican’s season in London. The album reached number one on Billboard’s Classical Chart and was featured in “Best 
of 2013” lists by the New Yorker and the New York Times. Other season highlights included his return to Carnegie Hall 
with the San Francisco Symphony and Michael Tilson Thomas, and appearances at the Tanglewood  Festival playing 
the Goldberg Variations and with the Philadelphia Orchestra playing Beethoven’s Piano Concerto No. 1. Last Summer, 
he also appeared on tour with the Australian Chamber Orchestra playing Bach.

Denk is known for his original and insightful writing on music, which Alex Ross praises for its “arresting sensitivity and 
wit.” The pianist’s writing has appeared in the New Yorker, the New Republic, The Guardian, and on the front page 
of the New York Times Book Review. One of his New Yorker contributions, “Every Good Boy Does Fine,” forms the 
basis of a memoir for future publication by Random House. Recounting his experiences of touring, performing, and 
practicing, his blog, Think Denk, was recently selected for inclusion in the Library of Congress web archives. For 
his work as a writer and pianist, Out magazine included Denk on its “Out 100” list celebrating the most compelling 
people of 2013.
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In 2012, Denk made his Nonesuch debut with a pairing of masterpieces old and new: Beethoven’s final Piano 
Sonata No. 32, Op. 111, and György Ligeti’s Études. The album was named one of the best of 2012 by the New 
Yorker, NPR, and the Washington Post, and Denk’s account of the Beethoven sonata was selected by BBC 
Radio 3’s Building a Library as the best available version recorded on modern piano. Denk has a long-standing 
attachment to the music of American visionary Charles Ives, and his recording of Ives’s two piano sonatas fea-
tured in many “best of the year” lists. In March 2012, the pianist was invited by Michael Tilson Thomas to appear 
as soloist in the San Francisco Symphony’s American Mavericks festival, and he recorded Henry Cowell’s Piano 
Concerto with the orchestra. Having cultivated relationships with many living composers, he currently has several 
commissioning projects in progress.

Denk has toured frequently with violinist Joshua Bell, and their recently released Sony Classical album, French 
Impressions, won the 2012 Echo Klassik award. He also collaborates regularly with cellist Steven Isserlis, and has 
appeared at numerous festivals, including the Italian and American Spoleto Festivals, and the Santa Fe Chamber 
Music, Verbier, Ravinia, Tanglewood, Aspen Music, and Mostly Mozart Festivals.

Jeremy Denk has earned degrees from Oberlin College, Indiana University, and the Juilliard School. He lives in 
New York City, and his web site and blog are at jeremydenk.net.

TONIGHT’S PROGRAM    

Haydn: Sonata in C major, H.XVI:50

Janáček: No. 1 in E-flat major (Andante) from On the Overgrown Path, Book 2

Schubert: Selections from Ländler, D. 366, No.s 12, 10, 11

Janáček: No. 2. A blown-away leaf (Andante) from On the Overgrown Path, Book 1

Janáček: No. 5. They Chattered Like Swallows (Con moto) from On the Overgrown Path, Book 1

Schubert: No. 4 in C-sharp minor from Moments musicaux, D. 780

Janáček: No. 3. Come with us! (Andante) from On the Overgrown Path, Book 1

Janáček: No. 4 in E-flat major (Vivo) from On the Overgrown Path, Book 2

Schubert: No. 5 in F minor from Moments musicaux, D. 780

Janáček: No. 6. Words fail! (Andante) from On the Overgrown Path, Book 1

Schubert: No. 3 in D major from Ländler, D. 790

Schubert: No. 10 in C major from Ländler & Écossaises, D. 734

Schubert: Grazer Galopp, D. 925

Janáček: No. 5 in C minor (Allegro) from On the Overgrown Path, Book 2

I N T E R M I S S I O N    

MOZART: Rondo in A minor, K. 511

SCHUMANN: Carnaval, Op. 9 



INTERNATIONAL KEYBOARD Odyssiad and Festival, U.S.A. Presents

 Valery Kuleshov, July 19, 7:30 p.m.
Joint Solo Recital: Takako Tokuda and Hsing-ay Hsu, July 20, 7:30 p.m.

Johnandrew Slominski, July 21, 7:30 p.m.
Odyssiad Winners’ Concert, July 22, 7:30 p.m.
Olga Kern and Vladik Kern, July 23, 7:30 p.m.

$35 ADULT AND $15 YOUTH | TICKETS AVAILABLE AT: IKOF-SKI.COM
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