
Greg Peterson
Executive Director

(720) 244-4629
coagwater@gmail.com
www.coagwater.org



COL01RADO 
FRUH & VEGETABLE 
GROW RS ASSOC IA TI ON 

co Io rad o Co/1/h, 

~ Colorado Association 
_ _____ ~ of Conservation Districts 

Rocky M:ountain 
Fanners Union 

COLORADO 
Colorado Pork . 

Producers Council 

COLORi\.DO 

CATTLE\IEN'S 

ASSOClATION 

DAIRY FARMERS 
i;;IUALITY AT ITS PEAK 



What do we mean by sustainable 
agriculture?

Do we want an agricultural industry in 
Colorado?



The Irrigation Efficiency Paradox

Opportunities to Conserve Water in 
Agriculture?



According to the Colorado Water Plan 
Technical Update (2019), there will be 
significant decreases to irrigated 
acreage statewide.

Currently irrigated acres: 3,460,000 

Estimated 2050 Irrigated Acreage

High: 2,975,700 acres (14% decrease)

Low: 2,748,200 acres (20% decrease)



What do we mean by sustainable agriculture?

Farmers and ranches use less

Farmers and ranchers manage water in ways that 
allow them to irrigate as long as possible.

Farmers and ranchers manage water in ways that 
allow water to be used for other purposes like 
municipal, industrial, environmental, and 
recreational uses.
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Crowley County – Economic Snapshot

35% of households in low income 
energy assistance
36% receive food assistance benefits

$42,135 median income 
(Colorado: $72,331)

40% of population is below the poverty 
line 
(Colorado: 9.3%)





Irrigated Agriculture and 
Property Taxes

Agricultural-Centric Economy

Losses from Energy Economy

Long Recovery from the 
Recession

Education Disparity 
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Urban Sprawl and Increased Municipal Water Demand

• Loss of agricultural land along I-25 corridor

• Increased municipal water use

• More transmountain diversions

• Difficulty and opposition to storage 
projects



Impacts of Drought and Warming 
Climate

•Earlier runoff

•Increased temperatures (increased 
crop consumptive use)

•Less consistent precipitation

•Dust on snow



Annual 
Average 
Temperature 
Change 
(Celsius)

Technical Update to the Water Plan (2019) Temperature Offsets and Precipitation 
Change Factors Implicit in the CRWAS-II Planning Scenario

3.0 



Increased Regulations –
Water Quality

• Regulation 85 – Reg 85

• Increased scrutiny of 
agricultural run-off

• Opportunity to prevent 
future regulations?
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Rio Grande Water Conservation District Subd istricts 

Legend 

~ Closed Basin Subd istrict 

Rio Grande Alluvial Subdistrict 

Conejos Subdistrict 
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Do we want an agricultural 
industry in Colorado? 



Do we want an agricultural 
industry in Colorado? 

Supporting Storage?

Investing in Water Infrastructure – Ballot Measures?

Less buy and dry of agriculture?

Less regulations?
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Supporting Storage?

Investing in Water Infrastructure – Ballot Measures?

Less buy and dry of agriculture?

Less regulations?

Taking the time to understand agricultural producers



Questions?

Greg Peterson
Executive Director

(720) 244-4629
coagwater@gmail.com
www.coagwater.org
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