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Colorado February 2019 Precipitation 
as a Percentage of Normal 
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Data from PRISM Climate Group 



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER

3 

10 a 07° 

Co orado - reclpltat on 
February 2019 Percentile 

06 105 1 CM 103° 1O2"W 

est Ide Oro ght T eke , U Ida CC Data Sou oe: PRISM (Prel m), ere tad 1 AR 2019 

MUCH 
ABO 
NORMAL 
Top 10% 

l 
~ 

::, 
(0 

NEAR co -NOR L ~ 

I 
Y' 

B ow ~ 
OR AL ~ 

Bottom33 0 -
MUCH 
BELOW 
NORMAL 
Bottom 1 

REC-ORD 
DRIEST 



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER

Colorado Water Year 2019 Precipitation 
as a Percentage of Normal 

Oct 2018 - Feb 2019 
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Last year this time...
Colorado• Mean Temperature 
October-February 2018 Percentile 
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West ide Drought Tracker, U ldaho/WRCC Data Source: PRISM (Prelim), created 11 MAR 2018 
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Accumulated Precipitation - GRAND LAKE 1 NW, CO 
Click and drag to zoom to a shorter time interval, green/black diamonds represent subsequent/missing values 
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Daily Te mperature Data - GRAND LAKE 1 NW, CO 
Period of Record - 1939-10-01 to 2019-03-17. Normals period : 1981-2010. Click and drag to zoom chart. 
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Accumulated Precipitation - GRAND JUNCTION WALKER FIELD, CO 
Click and drag to zoom to a shorter time interval, green/black diamonds represent subsequent/missing values 
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Daily Temperature Data - GRAND JUNCTION WALKER FIELD, CO 
Period of Record - 1900-01-01 to 2019-03-17. Normals period 1981-2010. Click and drag to zoom chart. 
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Accumulated Precipitation - PUEBLO MEMORIAL AP, CO COLORADO 
Click and drag to zoom to a shorter time interval ; green/black diamonds represent subsequent/missing values 
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Daily Temperature Data - PUEBLO MEMORIAL AP, CO 
Period of Record - 1954-06-16 to 2019-03-17. Normals period 1981-2010. Click and drag to zoom chart. 
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Accumulated Precipitation - BOULDER, CO 
Click and drag to zoom to a shorter time interval, green/black diamonds represent subsequent/missing values 

·5. 6 ----+-----+-­
·;:; 
~ 
"-

4 ---+--

I 
Oct 10 Oct 24 Nov 7 Nov 21 Dec S Dec 19 Jan 2 Jan 16 Jan 30 Feb 13 

e 2018-19 accumulation - Normal - Highest (1986-87) - Lowest (1934-35) 

Daily Temperature Data - BOULDER, CO 
Period of Record - 1893-10-01 to 2019-03-17. Normals period: 1981-2010. Click and drag to zoom chart. 
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30-day Standardized Precipitation Index: 2/16/2019 - 3/17/2019 
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90-day Standardized Precipitation Index: 12/18/2018 - 3/17/2019 
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6-month Standardized Precipitation Index: 9/18/2018 - 3/17/2019 
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12-month Standardized Precipitation Index: 3/18/2018 - 3/17/2019 
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Colorado - Palmer Z-lndex 
February 2019 
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i,.s. Drought Monitor 

Author: 
Jessica Blunden 
NCEI/NOAA 

0 

March 12, 2019 
(Released Thursday, Mar. 14, 2019) 

USDA 
??::::7iiii 

Drought Impact Types: 
,-J Delineates dominant impacts 

S = Short-Term, typically less than 
6 months (e.g. agriculture, grasslands) 

L = Long-Term, typically greater than 
6 months (e.g . hydrology, ecology) 

Intensity: 
D DO Abnormally Dry 
D D1 Moderate Drought 
• D2 Severe Drought 
• D3 Extreme Drought 
• D4 Exceptional Drought 

The Drought Monitor focuses on broad­
scale conditions. Local conditions may 
vary. See accompanying text summary for 
forecast statements. 
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http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/ 
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i,.s. Drought Monitor 

Author: 
David Miskus 
NOAA/NWS/NC EP /CPC 

0 

October 2, 2018 
(Released Thursday, Oct. 4, 2018) 

USDA 
??::::7iiii 

Drought Impact Types: 
,-J Delineates dominant impacts 

S = Short-Term, typically less than 
6 months (e.g. agriculture, grasslands) 

L = Long-Term, typically greater than 
6 months (e.g . hydrology, ecology) 

Intensity: 
D DO Abnormally Dry 
D D1 Moderate Drought 
• D2 Severe Drought 
• D3 Extreme Drought 
• D4 Exceptional Drought 

The Drought Monitor focuses on broad­
scale conditions. Local conditions may 
vary. See accompanying text summary for 
forecast statements. 
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U.S. Drought Monitor 

Colorado 
March 12, 2019 

(Released Thursday, Mar. 14, 2019) 

Valid 8 a.m. EDT 

Drought Condilions (Percent Area) 

None D0-O4 0 1-0 4 

Current 17.00 83.00 25.44 6.26 0.58 0.00 

Last Week 10.64 89.36 58.05 12.08 0.58 0.00 
03-05-2019 

3 Month s Ago 17.10 82.90 66.26 54.82 27.11 11.22 
12-11-2018 

Start of 
Calendar Yea r 17.94 82.06 66.26 54.91 27.11 11.22 

01-01-2019 

Start of 
Wlter Year 14.19 85.81 72.30 64.41 48.47 16.21 

09-25-2018 

One Year Ago 10.16 89.84 70.75 47.44 13.44 0.00 
03-13-2018 

Intensity: 

DO Abnormally Dry - D3 Extreme Drought 

D1 Moderate Dro ught - D4 Exceptional Drought 

- D2 Severe Dro ught 

The Drought Monitor focuses on txoad-scale conditions. 
Local conditions may vary See accompanying text summary 
for forecast statements. 

Author: 
Jessica B lunden 

NCEI /NOAA 

USDA 
~ 

http :/Id rou ghtmo nitor.u nl. edu/ 



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER

U.S. Drought Monitor 

Colorado 
February 12, 2019 

(Released Thursday, Feb. 14, 2019) 

Valid 7 a.m. EST 

Drought Condilions (Percent Area) 

None D0-O4 0 1-0 4 

Current 8.15 91 .85 67.16 39.69 21 .84 0.11 

Last Week 8.14 91.86 67.16 40.83 22.05 296 
02-05-2019 

3 Month s Ago 16.64 83.36 66.26 54.82 34.13 13.35 
11-13-2018 

Start of 
Calendar Yea r 17.94 82.06 66.26 54.91 27.11 11.22 

01-01-2019 

Start of 
Wlter Year 14.19 85.81 72.30 64.41 48.47 16.21 

09-25-2018 

One Year Ago 8.59 91.41 71.18 33.51 0.00 0.00 
02-13-2018 

Intensity: 

DO Abnormally Dry - D3 Extreme Drought 

D1 Moderate Dro ught - D4 Exception al Drought 

- D2 Severe Dro ught 

The Drought Monitor focuses on txoad-scale conditions. 
Local conditions may vary See accompanying text summaJY 
for forecast statements. 

Author: 
Richard Tinker 
CPC/NOAA/NWS/N CEP 

USDA 
~ 

http :/Id rou ghtmo nitor.u nl. edu/ 



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER

U.S. Drought Monitor 

Colorado 
October 2, 2018 

(Released Thursday, Oct. 4, 2018) 

Valid 8 a.m. EDT 

Drought Condilions (Percent Area) 

None D0-O4 0 1-0 4 

Current 14.19 85.81 72.30 64.41 48.47 16.21 

Last Week 14.19 85.81 72.30 64.41 48.47 16.21 
09-25-2 018 

3 Month s Ago 20.46 79.54 67.30 52.31 36.46 8.81 
0 -03-2018 

Start of 
Calendar Yea r 6.57 93.43 33.53 7.27 0.00 0.00 

01-02-2018 

Start of 
Wlter Year 14.19 85.81 72.30 64.41 48.47 16.21 

09-25-2 018 

One Year Ago 70.54 29.46 3.70 0.00 0.00 0.00 
10-03-2017 

Intensity: 

DO Abnormally Dry - D3 Extreme Drought 

D1 Moderate Drought - D4 Exceptional Drought 

- D2 Severe Drought 

The Drought Monitor focuses on txoad-scale conditions. 
Local conditions may vary See accompanying text summary 
for forecast statements. 

Author: 
David Miskus 
NOAA/NW S/N CEP/CPC 

USDA 
~ 

http :/Id rou ghtmo nitor.u nl. edu/ 



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER

March 12, 2019 
compared to 

February 12, 2019 

U.S. Drought Monitor Class Change - Colorado 
1 Month 

http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu 

- 5 Class Degradation 

- 4 Class Degradation 

- 3 Class Degradation 

D 2 Class Degradation 

D 1 Class Degradation 

D No Change 

D 1 Class Improvement 

2 Class Improvement 

- 3 Class Improvement 

- 4 Class Improvement 

- 5 Class Improvement 



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER

March 12, 2019 
compared to 

September 25, 2018 

U.S. Drought Monitor Class Change - Colorado 
Start of Water Year 

http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu 

- 5 Class Degradation 

- 4 Class Degradation 

- 3 Class Degradation 

D 2 Class Degradation 

D 1 Class Degradation 

D No Change 

D 1 Class Improvement 

2 Class Improvement 

- 3 Class Improvement 

- 4 Class Improvement 

- 5 Class Improvement 



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER

US Drought Monitor: Colorado

?

100.00% 

0.00% 

..... ..... ..... - ..... ..... .... ..... .... 
I I I . I I I I I 

A A A A A A A A A 
I I I I I I I I 

N N N ..... ..... 
0 g g g ~ g 0 g 0 
0 0 0 

_o__ _bl ....... 

Colorado P rcent Area 

..... .... ..... .... ..... 
I I I I I 

A A A A 
I I I I 

N N N 
g 0 0 0 

~ ~ __w.. 

Intensity: 

DO Abnormally Dry 

- D Moderate Drough 

02 Severe Drought 

03 Ex reme Drough 

D Exceptional Drought 

.... ..... .... ..... - ..... 
I I I I I 

A A A .... A 
I I I I 

N N N 
0 0 0 0 0 

~ "° 



!!"#"$%&"'"#"$%&"'!!!#()%*+#()%*+ !!!+,*+$

-.'&/01234')05640/7'!080/9:0

?
?



!"#$%%&

COLORADOCOLORADO
'()*+,-'()*+,-
'-.,-/



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER

Looking back...

THREE-MONTH OUTLDO, 
TENPERATURE PROBABILITY 
O. ~ MONTH LEAD 
VALID DJf 2018 
NADE JS NOV 2018 

• . 

THR EE-MONTH OUTLDO, 
PRECIPITATION PROBABILITY 
0. ~ MONTH LEAD 
VALID DJf 2D18 
NADE IS NOV 2018 

r.Kean i emperat ure Percentiles_ 
December 2018-February 2019 

Rankng Period: 1895-2019 

otaTPreci pitation f:lercenffies 
December 2018-February 2019 

Ranking Period: 1895-2019 

Created: Mon Mar 04 2019 

l===:J l===:J l===:J l===:J - - l===:J l===:J l===:J l===:J Below NMr ~ Much Reootd Reoord 
Alt'8fagt A'Nlgt AvtflQI Abow Wammt Driest 

A-

Data Source: 5km Gridded Dataset (nClrnqvreated: Mon Mar 04 2019 

-Mucti -
- w..... I A-

Data Source: 5km Gridded Detasel (nClinGridl 
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http://schumacher.atmos.colostate.edu/weather/ens.php


!!"#"$%&"'"#"$%&"'!!!#()%*+#()%*+ !!!+,*+$

-%./01'23
!""#$%%&'!()*'!+,-*").&-'./.&"*"+-+0(%1+*"!+,%+2&-#!#

http://schumacher.atmos.colostate.edu/weather/ens.php
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http://schumacher.atmos.colostate.edu/weather/ens.php


COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER

7-day precipitation outlook from NOAA Weather Prediction Center

0.01 
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8-1~ DAY OUTLOOK 
TEMPERATURE PROBABILIT 
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Spring (March-April-May) outlook
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Spring (March-April-May) outlook
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Chances of increased 
wet or dry extremes in 
spring during El Niño
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How important are the 
spring months to the total 
annual average 
precipitation?

March

Brown: much less than 1/12th of the annual precip
Green: much more than 1/12th of the annual precip
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How important are the 
spring months to the total 
annual average 
precipitation?

April

Brown: much less than 1/12th of the annual precip
Green: much more than 1/12th of the annual precip
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How important are the 
spring months to the total 
annual average 
precipitation?

May

Brown: much less than 1/12th of the annual precip
Green: much more than 1/12th of the annual precip
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Summary
- February was a huge month for snow in the mountains, and March has also 

been huge thus far 

- Drought conditions have been drastically reduced across Colorado – now 
only 6% of the state in D2 (severe) drought or worse, with more 
improvements likely

- Furthermore, temperatures since the beginning of the water year have been 
near normal to a bit cooler than normal

- Still awaiting reservoir and soil recharge in the spring/summer snowmelt and 
runoff season

- Flood concerns are likely in spring, but will depend in large part on the 
weather over the next month or two 
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