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Dorie Keck

Spring 2023

Capstone — Graphic Design
Department of Art and Art History

Artist Statement:

I am firmly in the camp against “never judge a book by its cover”. I believe that a cover can
make or break a story. It sets expectations in the reader’s mind before they even read the first
word, and that single momentary judgement impacts every page that follows. Put the cover of
“Love and Gelato” on “A Little Life” and the results would be catastrophic!

As a designer and illustrator, I most often work with books, mostly on the exterior but
occasionally also on the interior of the text block. I am thrilled with every opportunity I can get
to work with a writer to further communicate their story to readers. Being trusted to take a
volume of words that have been so thought through and treasured and make a single image to
introduce it is the greatest honor. This process always takes a lot of collaboration between myself
and the author. I accumulate and merge their goals, my own read of the story, as well as general
genre conventions to create one cohesive image that can start off their story with good, firm
footing. It almost always takes multiple revisions to get to this point but once there, it is the most

satisfying feeling to have gotten it right.
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Figure 1

: “We Really Needed This
: Dorothy Heyman

: Dorothy Heyman (detail)
: Walk

: Walk (detail)

: Walk (detail)

: Walk (detail)

: Romeo et Juliette

: Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland

Original Format

Procreate, 16 in x 20 in

InDesign, 6 in x 9in

InDesign, 6 in x 9in

Adobe Suite, various

[llustrator, various, 4 in x 4 in
lllustrator, chip board 4 in x 1.5 in
lllustrator, paper 3 in x 5 in
Procreate, Photoshop, 18 in x 24 in

InDesign, 7.5in x 9 in

Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland (detail) InDesign, 7.5in x 9 in
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Figure 1: “We Really Needed This”
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Figure 2: Dorothy Heyman
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i DOROTHY HEVMAN AVERY WONDERFULLIFE.
' ‘group and up he came where the dance floor was and he grad was the firs clas | had, and 1 had to go there for
| ‘would dunce wih hem. | o of g people 1o loag time uncilthe teacher would come back. | was
| my wedding because of my posiion, | invited a ot of my ‘mising out on my own clases! ]
inds that worked withme. And 1 remember  couple T
Dorehy Veah 1 ha o teach them. The principal ol I
et 1 o et i
Gl How old were you then? |
Deoroshy 1 dont remcmbe, | dost remernber. And then |
et whik, they cven made me dothe highe cass
‘when i became very bad and 1 sartd t0 say n0 1
Gail et fnish your childhood and then we'lalk Tooukd se ta che e/
retres e conbarasd, 01 told hat and L sared o sy
i i . ) oo, The lowe grade, | didat mind, bt thasonlyfor 3.
Deoredy o, thees my fshers nd thres oy mosher’s ‘while. Tha's my expeicnce n the school. Now what e
buckground. now whatcc? do youwant to know?
Gail 1 just wantod  hear a e bt bou your scho, Gail Can you ell e shoue
{ what your school was ke? o o ABe ’"h:; H
Doretdy Wl my raduated high chool.
Derothy O, a1 t0kdyou. | wasvery hocky o have & 1did work in my hick town calld Indana |
| cacher and a5 | i, il emermber my st escher. :.a..n-;-..m.m-um.m.l H
1 came n 1913 which s & ood many year ao, over wanted o an e 154 bed be g tohie me. And. |
iyt And L scill emember my teache’s Talsoremember tha | wasa' woeking on Sabbach, my |
because she was o sweek and kind 10 me. Now,she wodd mc to work on Sabbarh. And
elped me a0l you,and | was vy s i picking op 50 h told me | could work Fiday if| come Sunday for
‘Secume of her help. And | remerber che principal shweys Sabbath, 5 his door was open uneil 12:00. So, | used 1o
moe e, b she would o e, and come on Sunday and work a haf 4 day. Wel
sy, Td ratherhave ber o his way”. But | @i hat for 3 whil and they were very kind to me.
did skip, a0 1 wis they didat, and 1 3 1 3 wel, b wsed 0 praise e snd el me | was vy
| e tha, 3 pandemic of he i, which was very gpod. But | didt ke the job because the e fiends
bud i thoe s, we didt ave anibiotc hen ke hat | did have worked on Surunday and they ddst have
| we do now. And it was very bud,and o they didt have  work on Sunday 0| had nofriends when | was off.
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DOROTIY HEAN

Gl Aot whas Td ik 10 hear s i abou your cady
ife. Where were you

Derothy | saried my i in Europe. | was born 1905,
Novermbes the 27th.  was born, T the firse born o four

going o the e deailshow be had o prepar o gec
himscf 10 getout of the counry:.
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‘Gl Did you know peopie in the Unieed S
e e e

was coming but approached that dos,he was
wekorne 1 cone. So, b seayed wich this amily.
ek with fourchildren, and a3

America immeditely: Even though

Gail What were you feling when you fise surcd?
Whatdid you hink about Amcrica and were you scared?
Deroshy Wl when we arived In America and goc
ol i e s e of by ember
ecing it 1 was only
remermbered one

A WORD OF ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
FROM YOUR TRANSCRIBER

Twant to recognize the importance of my aunt
s kg i ke kg v
these precious memorics as well as my great
randmorher Dorothy's beautful words.
Without these,this book would most ceranly
ot be possible.

1 would aliolike to acknowledge that for the
case of reding,some phases from his
interview have been alered. Given that, | have
done my very best to maintain thie spoken
meaning and charscer.

Figure 3:

Dorothy Heyman (detail)



Figure 4: Walk



Walk (detail)
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Figure 6: Walk (detail)



Figure 7: Walk (detail)
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Figure 8: Romeo et Juliette
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ALICE'S ADVENTURES
IN WONDEREAND

Figure 9: Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland



ey sonte Rai o A, s s vk hting

she had found the fan and glow
Mo e soume” o midto bl o be gy

the mose doesatget ot Only | doa' think” Alce wees o0,
“hat theyd let Dinah stop i the hose ¢ began ordering

really T quite tired of beieg such atny e thing?™

1tdid 50 indeed, nd much soonce than she had expected:
before she had drunk half the b, she found her head

more—As it s, | can' get out a th door—1 do wish |
N deak it 50

Al 1t was oo lae 10 wish that She wer o growing and
rowng and very so0a had o kneel down on the loor in
another minute there was 0ok even oo o his, and she
tricd the effectofIing dowen with oac elbow againstthe docr,

CHAPTER V

e Caterpilar and Alcelooked a each other
foe some time in silence: ot ast the Cater-
pillar ok the hookah out of s mosth, and
ddressed her n a anguid, sleepy wice.
“Who are you?" s2d the Caterpillar

“This was not an encouraging opening for a conversation. Alice
oot e sty - o o et
st knowe who' was when | ot up this morning,bot | tink
T e et o e

W0t 70w et by ht” e the Catetrtrety.
“Explain your

I turmed into  pig” Alce answered very quedly Just as i
the Cat had come back in anatural way

“1thought it woukd.”said the Cat, and vanished again.

Alice waited e half expecting 10 see it again bt it did
2k sppea i e e et she wallzd i the

“Did you saypig o 7" s the Cat.
1 said pg” replied Alce: " | wish you wouldst heep.
appearing and vanishing.
0 suddenly: o
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“Wel! Tve often without a grin” thought Alce;
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10 berel it shoskd b raving mad el |
aimast wsh 4 gone o see the Hatterlnsiead

I soundod an excelient pian, o doubs, and very neatly

e sharp bark just over
her head made her look up n a great hurry

fooking down at her with large

ppeared on the other side, the puppy made anorher rush
atthe stck and tumbled head over heels in ts burry to
et hold of i then Alice, thinking i was very like having
2 game of play with acartharse, and expe

gain;then the charges at
the sick,running  very it way forwards each t
along way back. and barking hoarsely al the while il
atIas it sat down a good wi i

hanging oot of s mooth, and ts st eyes haf shut
“This seemed to Alice a good opportuni .

il she was quite
Gredandout ofbeeah, o il the sapor' bark sounded
quite fant in the dist

A e bt o deae e puppy  wat” sald Al 38
et b s otk ol i
Berslf wkhoue ofthe evenf shoukd have lked
g it tricks very 14 only been the right size
100 1O daok T nearly fongon tht e et o row
up agaia! Let me see—haw s it to be managed? | suppose:
Tought to eator drink something or other; but the great
question is.

“The great question certaialy was, what? Alice looked all

fowers and the blades of she
ot see anything that looked like the right thing to
eat o drink . s There was a la

mshroom growing near her, sbout the same beight 33
herself, and when she had looked under i, and on both

Figure 10: Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland (detail)




