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   When	
  legendary	
  quarterback	
  Brett	
  Favre	
  retired	
  from	
  the	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Packers,	
  

not	
   even	
   he	
   knew	
   what	
   the	
   coming	
   year	
   had	
   in	
   store.	
   	
   Favre’s	
   subsequent	
   un-­‐

retirement,	
   additional	
   season	
  with	
   the	
  New	
  York	
   Jets,	
   and	
   re-­‐retirement	
   attracted	
  

immense	
   media	
   attention	
   unparalleled	
   by	
   another	
   athlete.	
   	
   Framing	
   theory	
   was	
  

used	
   to	
  compare	
  regional	
   (Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette)	
  and	
  national	
   (New	
  York	
  Times	
  

and	
   USA	
   Today)	
   newspaper	
   coverage	
   during	
   the	
   tumultuous	
   yearlong	
   period.	
  	
  	
  

Qualitative	
   content	
   analysis	
   revealed	
   differences	
   and	
   similarities	
   between	
   the	
  

publications’	
  framing	
  of	
  the	
  storyline.	
  	
  Structural	
  pluralism	
  theory	
  proposed	
  further	
  

differences	
   between	
   the	
   two	
   classes	
   of	
   publication.	
   	
   This	
   phenomenon	
   suggests	
  

smaller,	
   less	
   varied	
   communities’	
   media	
   report	
   less	
   conflict	
   than	
   news	
   reports	
  

covering	
  larger,	
  more	
  complex	
  areas.	
  	
  Additionally,	
  the	
  study	
  provided	
  evidence	
  of	
  a	
  

ritualistic,	
  religious	
  treatment	
  of	
  sports	
  in	
  modern	
  society	
  and	
  its	
  print	
  media.	
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CHAPTER	
  1:	
  INTRODUCTION	
  

“Packers	
  to	
  Favre:	
  ‘Take	
  Your	
  Time,	
  Asshole’	
  ”	
  screamed	
  a	
  headline	
  from	
  The	
  

Onion	
  (2006),	
  which	
  features	
  satirical	
  news	
  stories	
  on	
  both	
  real	
  and	
  imagined	
  

topics.	
  	
  The	
  article	
  parodied	
  Brett	
  Favre’s	
  annual	
  ritual	
  of	
  contemplation	
  and	
  

procrastination	
  in	
  deciding	
  whether	
  or	
  not	
  to	
  return	
  to	
  his	
  post	
  as	
  beloved	
  

quarterback	
  of	
  the	
  National	
  Football	
  League’s	
  (NFL)	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Packers,	
  a	
  position	
  

he	
  had	
  held	
  for	
  fourteen	
  seasons.	
  	
  Favre	
  had	
  considered	
  retirement	
  for	
  years,	
  but	
  in	
  

the	
  end,	
  always	
  came	
  back	
  to	
  the	
  game	
  he	
  loved.	
  	
  A	
  few	
  weeks	
  after	
  The	
  Onion	
  article	
  

surfaced,	
  Favre	
  announced	
  his	
  return.	
  	
  But	
  after	
  two	
  more	
  seasons,	
  the	
  end	
  was	
  in	
  

sight	
  for	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  NFL’s	
  most	
  celebrated	
  athletes.	
  

Days	
  before	
  his	
  official	
  announcement,	
  the	
  Packers’	
  website	
  accidentally	
  

leaked	
  a	
  webpage	
  that	
  contained	
  only	
  a	
  headline,	
  stating	
  that	
  Favre	
  had	
  retired.	
  	
  

Though	
  team	
  officials	
  were	
  quick	
  to	
  assure	
  fans	
  that	
  the	
  site	
  was	
  only	
  a	
  preemptive	
  

template	
  for	
  when	
  and	
  if	
  Favre	
  retired,	
  the	
  slip-­‐up	
  was	
  a	
  foreboding	
  signal	
  of	
  what	
  

was	
  ahead	
  for	
  Packer	
  fans	
  (Wilde,	
  2008).	
  	
  	
  On	
  March	
  4,	
  2008,	
  Favre	
  tearfully	
  

announced	
  his	
  retirement	
  from	
  the	
  NFL	
  after	
  seventeen	
  years,	
  sixteen	
  of	
  which	
  

were	
  played	
  with	
  the	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Packers.	
  	
  A	
  playoff	
  loss	
  to	
  the	
  New	
  York	
  Giants	
  had	
  

knocked	
  the	
  Packers	
  out	
  of	
  Super	
  Bowl	
  contention	
  a	
  month	
  and	
  a	
  half	
  earlier,	
  and	
  

Favre	
  cited	
  disappointment	
  and	
  mental	
  fatigue	
  as	
  deciding	
  factors	
  in	
  his	
  decision	
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(Battista,	
  2008a).	
  	
  Word	
  of	
  the	
  announcement	
  saturated	
  the	
  news,	
  from	
  major	
  

television	
  sports	
  networks	
  to	
  online	
  news	
  media	
  outlets	
  and	
  everything	
  in	
  between.	
  

The	
  extensive	
  coverage	
  came	
  as	
  no	
  surprise,	
  as	
  the	
  city	
  of	
  Green	
  Bay	
  and	
  

dedicated	
  Packers	
  fans	
  nationwide	
  had	
  literally	
  fallen	
  in	
  love	
  with	
  Favre’s	
  boyish	
  

charm	
  and	
  almost	
  superhuman	
  ability	
  to	
  throw	
  a	
  football.	
  	
  I	
  was	
  one	
  of	
  these	
  fans.	
  	
  

In	
  addition	
  to	
  the	
  obvious	
  connection	
  that	
  Favre	
  coverage	
  had	
  with	
  the	
  study	
  of	
  

communications,	
  my	
  interest	
  in	
  this	
  topic	
  had	
  more	
  personal	
  relevance.	
  	
  Growing	
  up	
  

in	
  Wisconsin	
  as	
  a	
  lifelong	
  Packer	
  fan,	
  I	
  had	
  firsthand	
  knowledge	
  of	
  the	
  effect	
  Favre	
  

had—not	
  just	
  on	
  the	
  Packers	
  team,	
  but	
  on	
  an	
  entire	
  group	
  of	
  Packer	
  faithful	
  who	
  

had	
  came	
  to	
  depend	
  on	
  him	
  for	
  an	
  important	
  part	
  of	
  their	
  identity	
  and	
  culture.	
  	
  Even	
  

in	
  the	
  direst	
  of	
  football	
  circumstances,	
  Favre’s	
  presence	
  on	
  the	
  field	
  meant	
  the	
  

Packers	
  could	
  always	
  stage	
  a	
  comeback.	
  	
  This	
  hope	
  radiated	
  far	
  beyond	
  the	
  gridiron,	
  

however,	
  and	
  brought	
  every	
  day	
  inspiration	
  to	
  the	
  fans	
  with	
  whom	
  Favre	
  had	
  a	
  

familial	
  connection.	
  	
  	
  	
  

Because	
  Packers’	
  football	
  was	
  part	
  of	
  my	
  culture	
  from	
  a	
  very	
  young	
  age,	
  

there	
  is	
  a	
  part	
  of	
  me	
  that	
  is	
  inescapably	
  tied	
  to	
  whatever	
  results	
  I	
  convey	
  from	
  the	
  

reading	
  and	
  analysis	
  of	
  news	
  reports	
  about	
  Favre.	
  	
  Therefore,	
  this	
  study	
  is	
  best	
  

viewed	
  as	
  a	
  product	
  of	
  my	
  own	
  impressions	
  of	
  the	
  media	
  coverage	
  of	
  Favre.	
  	
  My	
  

personal	
  feelings	
  were	
  especially	
  difficult	
  to	
  disentangle	
  from	
  the	
  study	
  during	
  the	
  

time	
  when	
  Favre	
  and	
  the	
  Packers	
  were	
  in	
  such	
  disagreement	
  about	
  his	
  future	
  with	
  

the	
  team.	
  	
  However,	
  my	
  knowledge	
  of	
  the	
  subject	
  and	
  my	
  acute	
  interest	
  in	
  the	
  

storyline	
  provides	
  a	
  sense	
  of	
  perspective	
  and	
  depth	
  that	
  a	
  non-­‐Packer	
  fan,	
  with	
  no	
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background	
  knowledge	
  or	
  emotional	
  investment	
  in	
  the	
  situation	
  could	
  not	
  have	
  

reached	
  in	
  his	
  or	
  her	
  analysis.	
  	
  

The	
  Favre-­‐led	
  Packers	
  had	
  amassed	
  a	
  cult-­‐like	
  following	
  in	
  recent	
  years	
  

(Cameron,	
  1997).	
  	
  The	
  loyalty	
  between	
  sports	
  teams,	
  sports	
  heroes,	
  and	
  fans	
  was	
  

not	
  overlooked	
  by	
  academics	
  either.	
  	
  In	
  fact,	
  in	
  recent	
  decades,	
  numerous	
  scholars	
  

have	
  studied	
  the	
  religious	
  following	
  that	
  many	
  sports,	
  including	
  football,	
  have	
  

gained.	
  	
  Chidester	
  (2000)	
  likens	
  sport	
  to	
  a	
  church:	
  “It	
  is	
  a	
  religious	
  institution	
  that	
  

maintains	
  the	
  continuity,	
  uniformity,	
  sacred	
  space,	
  and	
  sacred	
  time	
  of	
  American	
  life”	
  

(p.	
  221).	
  	
  To	
  Rosengren	
  (2004),	
  fans	
  comprise	
  a	
  faithful,	
  dedicated	
  community	
  of	
  

believers	
  and	
  are	
  reminded	
  that	
  certain	
  athletes	
  will	
  “inspire	
  and	
  edify	
  us”	
  (p.	
  14).	
  	
  

He	
  also	
  noted	
  that	
  fans	
  are	
  drawn	
  to	
  sport	
  by	
  their	
  desire	
  for	
  community,	
  more	
  so	
  

than	
  the	
  experience	
  of	
  winning	
  or	
  losing.	
  	
  Novak	
  (1994)	
  points	
  out	
  that	
  sports	
  arise	
  

from	
  a	
  human	
  “impulse	
  of	
  freedom,	
  respect	
  for	
  ritual	
  limits,	
  a	
  zest	
  for	
  symbolic	
  

meaning,	
  and	
  a	
  longing	
  for	
  perfection”	
  (p.	
  19).	
  	
  	
  

Dayan	
  and	
  Katz’s	
  (1992)	
  findings	
  also	
  highlight	
  this	
  ritualistic	
  view	
  of	
  sports	
  

and	
  other	
  historic	
  occurrences.	
  	
  While	
  their	
  research	
  of	
  celebrated	
  media	
  events	
  

focuses	
  mainly	
  on	
  television,	
  it	
  likely	
  applies	
  to	
  other	
  media	
  forms	
  as	
  well,	
  including	
  

newspapers.	
  	
  These	
  notable	
  happenings	
  can	
  evoke	
  anxiety	
  and	
  captivate	
  audiences	
  

in	
  a	
  ceremonial	
  fashion:	
  “If	
  we	
  accept	
  the	
  invitation	
  to	
  assume	
  a	
  ritual	
  role,	
  we	
  take	
  

leave	
  of	
  everyday	
  routine	
  together	
  with	
  our	
  heroes”	
  (p.	
  119).	
  	
  	
  Audience	
  members	
  

are	
  “transformed	
  into	
  expectant	
  witnesses	
  of	
  a	
  historic	
  moment”	
  (p.	
  120).	
  	
  Further,	
  

after	
  the	
  event	
  is	
  over,	
  the	
  normalcy	
  of	
  everyday	
  life	
  recommences.	
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As	
  it	
  related	
  to	
  Favre,	
  the	
  study	
  was	
  interested	
  in	
  the	
  following	
  questions:	
  

Were	
  there	
  differences	
  in	
  how	
  the	
  story	
  was	
  framed	
  in	
  different	
  newspapers?	
  Did	
  

national	
  newspapers	
  cover	
  the	
  story	
  differently	
  than	
  the	
  local	
  Green	
  Bay	
  

publication?	
  	
  Was	
  a	
  ritualistic,	
  religious	
  tone	
  prevalent	
  in	
  regional	
  or	
  national	
  

coverage	
  of	
  the	
  story?	
  	
  What	
  other	
  differences,	
  if	
  any,	
  were	
  observed	
  between	
  the	
  

regional	
  and	
  national	
  publications?	
  

While	
  other	
  cities	
  have	
  had	
  their	
  love	
  affairs	
  with	
  sports	
  stars	
  (think	
  Denver	
  

and	
  John	
  Elway	
  or	
  Chicago	
  and	
  Michael	
  Jordan),	
  Favre’s	
  retirement	
  was	
  different.	
  	
  

This	
  may	
  be	
  due	
  in	
  part	
  to	
  the	
  unique	
  connection	
  that	
  the	
  city	
  of	
  Green	
  Bay	
  (pop.	
  

~100,000)	
  has	
  with	
  its	
  football	
  team.	
  	
  The	
  Packers	
  organization	
  is	
  the	
  only	
  one	
  of	
  its	
  

kind:	
  a	
  non-­‐profit,	
  major	
  league	
  professional	
  sports	
  organization	
  owned	
  by	
  the	
  

public	
  does	
  not	
  exist	
  anywhere	
  else	
  in	
  America.	
  	
  This	
  business	
  anomaly	
  comes	
  

complete	
  with	
  shareholders	
  who	
  have	
  never	
  received	
  dividends,	
  and	
  is	
  governed	
  by	
  

45	
  directors	
  and	
  a	
  7-­‐member	
  unpaid	
  executive	
  committee	
  (Turco	
  &	
  Lim,	
  1998).	
  	
  	
  

This	
  David	
  vs.	
  Goliath	
  football	
  fairytale	
  has	
  endeared	
  fans	
  since	
  the	
  Packers’	
  

formation	
  in	
  1919.	
  	
  Perhaps	
  nothing	
  underscores	
  this	
  unparalleled	
  relationship	
  

between	
  city	
  and	
  sports	
  team	
  more	
  than	
  the	
  wait	
  list	
  for	
  Packers’	
  season	
  tickets,	
  

which	
  is	
  nearly	
  81,000	
  people	
  long.	
  	
  Turnover	
  produces	
  roughly	
  50	
  tickets	
  per	
  year	
  

(Reilly,	
  2007;	
  Schoettle,	
  2009).	
  	
  The	
  Packers	
  have	
  sold-­‐out	
  every	
  game	
  dating	
  back	
  

to	
  the	
  1960’s.	
  	
  As	
  Packers	
  spokesperson	
  Aaron	
  Popke	
  put	
  it,	
  “it's	
  a	
  point	
  of	
  pride	
  

among	
  a	
  lot	
  of	
  people	
  to	
  be	
  on	
  that	
  list.	
  It's	
  part	
  of	
  our	
  culture”	
  (Schoettle,	
  2009).	
  	
  

Another	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  storied	
  Packers	
  culture	
  inescapably	
  includes	
  the	
  Green	
  

Bay	
  media.	
  	
  For	
  as	
  much	
  coverage	
  as	
  Favre	
  generated	
  throughout	
  his	
  tenure	
  with	
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the	
  Packers,	
  it	
  is	
  interesting	
  to	
  note	
  the	
  connection	
  between	
  the	
  Packers	
  and	
  the	
  

Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  (GBPG),	
  the	
  Green	
  Bay	
  area’s	
  own	
  newspaper.	
  	
  The	
  original	
  

Press	
  Gazette	
  office	
  building	
  hosted	
  the	
  meeting	
  that	
  led	
  to	
  the	
  Packers’	
  formation,	
  

and	
  the	
  newspaper	
  and	
  its	
  publishing	
  company	
  helped	
  save	
  the	
  Packers	
  from	
  

financial	
  ruin	
  on	
  multiple	
  occasions	
  in	
  the	
  organization’s	
  early	
  days	
  (Green	
  Bay	
  

Press	
  Gazette	
  Homepage,	
  2007).	
  	
  It	
  seems	
  fitting	
  that	
  the	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  covered	
  the	
  

Packers	
  and	
  later	
  Favre,	
  with	
  such	
  intensity.	
  	
  Small	
  newspapers	
  like	
  the	
  Press	
  

Gazette	
  have	
  historically	
  tended	
  to	
  avoid	
  conflict	
  in	
  reports,	
  as	
  compared	
  to	
  larger	
  

metropolitan	
  publications	
  (Olien,	
  Donohue,	
  &	
  Tichenor,	
  1968)	
  though	
  conflict	
  was	
  

unavoidably	
  linked	
  to	
  Favre’s	
  contentious	
  departure	
  from	
  the	
  Packers	
  after	
  he	
  both	
  

retired	
  and	
  un-­‐retired	
  within	
  a	
  matter	
  of	
  months.	
  	
  Despite	
  his	
  wavering,	
  Favre	
  was	
  a	
  

beloved	
  figure,	
  both	
  for	
  Green	
  Bay	
  and	
  for	
  football	
  fans	
  worldwide.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

It	
  is	
  difficult	
  to	
  say	
  which	
  side	
  of	
  Favre	
  was	
  more	
  appealing	
  to	
  fans,	
  as	
  he	
  took	
  

on	
  the	
  roles	
  of	
  outstanding	
  athlete	
  and	
  upstanding	
  citizen	
  simultaneously.	
  	
  ‘Favre	
  

the	
  athlete’	
  retired	
  in	
  2008	
  and	
  at	
  the	
  time	
  had	
  numerous	
  prestigious	
  records	
  to	
  his	
  

name,	
  including	
  those	
  for	
  most	
  touchdown	
  passes,	
  passing	
  yards,	
  and	
  victories	
  by	
  a	
  

quarterback.	
  	
  He	
  had	
  won	
  a	
  Super	
  Bowl	
  title	
  and	
  had	
  also	
  started	
  a	
  stunning	
  275	
  

consecutive	
  games,	
  an	
  almost	
  unheard	
  of	
  feat,	
  especially	
  for	
  a	
  38-­‐year-­‐old	
  veteran	
  

quarterback.	
  	
  (As	
  of	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  the	
  2009-­‐2010	
  season,	
  Favre	
  continues	
  to	
  break	
  

records	
  and	
  build	
  on	
  this	
  streak,	
  having	
  yet	
  to	
  miss	
  an	
  NFL	
  start).	
  	
  Players	
  and	
  

coaches	
  were	
  often	
  stunned	
  by	
  Favre’s	
  uncanny	
  ability	
  to	
  turn	
  a	
  seemingly	
  dead	
  

play	
  into	
  a	
  pass	
  completion—or	
  a	
  touchdown.	
  	
  	
  Though	
  erratic	
  early	
  in	
  his	
  career,	
  as	
  

shown	
  by	
  his	
  record	
  for	
  most	
  interceptions	
  thrown,	
  his	
  ability	
  to	
  orchestrate	
  fourth	
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quarter,	
  come-­‐from-­‐behind	
  victories	
  became	
  one	
  of	
  his	
  many	
  trademark	
  maneuvers	
  

(Battista,	
  2008a).	
  	
  	
  

Favre	
  also	
  attracted	
  ample	
  attention	
  off	
  the	
  field,	
  as	
  interest	
  in	
  his	
  everyday	
  

life	
  sometimes	
  overshadowed	
  his	
  athletic	
  achievements.	
  	
  Favre’s	
  soft-­‐spoken	
  

likeability	
  was	
  often	
  attributed	
  to	
  his	
  country	
  upbringing	
  in	
  Kiln,	
  Mississippi,	
  which	
  

resonated	
  with	
  the	
  tight-­‐knit	
  Green	
  Bay	
  community.	
  	
  The	
  two	
  communities	
  shared	
  

small-­‐town	
  values—and	
  later,	
  an	
  undying	
  respect	
  for	
  Favre’s	
  desire	
  to	
  better	
  both	
  

areas	
  through	
  endless	
  charitable	
  work	
  (Cameron,	
  1997).	
  	
  Perhaps	
  Favre’s	
  personal	
  

struggles	
  often	
  better	
  exemplified	
  McGuriman’s	
  (2006)	
  football/life	
  analogy:	
  “The	
  

game	
  of	
  football	
  represents	
  the	
  struggle	
  to	
  persist	
  in	
  the	
  face	
  of	
  hardship,	
  suffering,	
  

injustice,	
  physical	
  strain,	
  unequal	
  odds,	
  and	
  the	
  uncertainty	
  dealt	
  by	
  fate”	
  (p.	
  40).	
  	
  	
  

Favre	
  had	
  been	
  public	
  about	
  his	
  rocky	
  beginnings	
  in	
  the	
  NFL.	
  	
  He	
  overslept	
  

his	
  first	
  team	
  photo	
  shoot	
  with	
  the	
  Atlanta	
  Falcons	
  because	
  he	
  had	
  been	
  partying	
  the	
  

previous	
  night.	
  	
  He	
  had	
  also	
  been	
  open	
  about	
  his	
  Vicodin	
  addiction	
  over	
  a	
  decade	
  

earlier	
  (Cameron,	
  1997).	
  	
  Additionally,	
  the	
  media	
  documented	
  his	
  family	
  struggles	
  

as	
  he	
  endured	
  the	
  untimely	
  loss	
  of	
  his	
  father	
  and	
  numerous	
  other	
  relatives	
  during	
  

his	
  tenure	
  with	
  the	
  Packers	
  (Shipnuck,	
  2007).	
  	
  His	
  wife’s	
  battle	
  with	
  breast	
  cancer	
  

was	
  also	
  publicized,	
  and	
  after	
  her	
  remission,	
  she	
  published	
  a	
  telling	
  book	
  about	
  the	
  

ordeal	
  that	
  also	
  offered	
  insight	
  on	
  her	
  famous	
  husband	
  and	
  their	
  personal	
  life	
  (Favre	
  

&	
  Hunt,	
  2008).	
  	
  	
  Favre’s	
  ability	
  to	
  overcome	
  the	
  most	
  trying	
  of	
  personal	
  situations	
  

only	
  enhanced	
  his	
  likeability	
  and	
  charm.	
  

Clearly,	
  Favre’s	
  retirement	
  was	
  no	
  everyday	
  occurrence.	
  	
  Countless	
  

sportswriters	
  and	
  commentators	
  lamented	
  the	
  loss	
  of	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  last	
  great	
  football	
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players,	
  and	
  Favre	
  was	
  bombarded	
  with	
  media	
  attention	
  from	
  the	
  moment	
  the	
  

announcement	
  was	
  made.	
  	
  As	
  with	
  any	
  great	
  athlete,	
  there	
  was	
  chatter	
  about	
  

whether	
  Favre’s	
  decision	
  was	
  the	
  right	
  one	
  (Chappell,	
  2001).	
  	
  In	
  fact,	
  academic	
  

literature	
  has	
  focused	
  on	
  the	
  difficulties	
  faced	
  by	
  many	
  athletes	
  in	
  the	
  period	
  after	
  

retirement	
  (Taylor	
  &	
  Ogilvie,	
  1994).	
  	
  The	
  validation	
  of	
  these	
  struggles	
  hinges	
  on	
  the	
  

realization	
  of	
  “sport	
  as	
  an	
  interactive	
  force	
  within	
  society”	
  rather	
  than	
  simply	
  a	
  

recreation	
  and	
  entertainment-­‐based	
  entity	
  (Hill	
  &	
  Lowe,	
  1974,	
  p.	
  5).	
  

Ultimately,	
  Favre	
  was	
  not	
  ready	
  to	
  face	
  the	
  life	
  of	
  a	
  retired	
  athlete.	
  	
  Just	
  four	
  

months	
  after	
  his	
  emotional	
  retirement	
  press	
  conference,	
  he	
  announced	
  his	
  un-­‐

retirement	
  and	
  asked	
  to	
  be	
  reinstated	
  as	
  a	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Packer	
  and	
  reclaim	
  his	
  starting	
  

job.	
  	
  While	
  the	
  prayers	
  of	
  the	
  Packer	
  faithful	
  seemed	
  to	
  be	
  answered,	
  the	
  second	
  

coming	
  was	
  short-­‐lived.	
  During	
  a	
  period	
  of	
  days	
  when	
  as	
  much	
  as	
  a	
  text	
  message	
  

from	
  Favre	
  to	
  the	
  Mississippi-­‐based	
  Sun	
  Herald	
  newspaper	
  was	
  endlessly	
  dissected,	
  

fans	
  anxiously	
  waited	
  for	
  news	
  of	
  his	
  future	
  with	
  the	
  Packers	
  (Mortensen,	
  2008).	
  	
  

With	
  mixed	
  emotions,	
  the	
  Packers	
  announced	
  they	
  had	
  moved	
  on.	
  	
  Aaron	
  Rodgers	
  

would	
  anchor	
  the	
  team	
  at	
  the	
  quarterback	
  position.	
  	
  	
  

Much	
  to	
  the	
  overwhelming	
  disappointment	
  of	
  many	
  diehard	
  supporters,	
  the	
  

management	
  had	
  spoken:	
  Favre	
  was	
  no	
  longer	
  welcome	
  as	
  a	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Packer.	
  	
  He	
  

was,	
  however,	
  welcomed	
  with	
  open	
  arms	
  by	
  a	
  different	
  organization	
  via	
  a	
  trade.	
  	
  

Days	
  after	
  he	
  and	
  the	
  Packers	
  parted	
  ways,	
  the	
  newly	
  christened	
  “Broadway	
  Brett”	
  

became	
  a	
  New	
  York	
  Jet	
  (Myers,	
  2008).	
  	
  Brett	
  and	
  the	
  Jets	
  started	
  strong,	
  jumping	
  to	
  

an	
  8-­‐3	
  record	
  as	
  Favre	
  brought	
  the	
  same	
  magic	
  to	
  New	
  York	
  that	
  he	
  had	
  showcased	
  

in	
  Green	
  Bay	
  throughout	
  his	
  career.	
  	
  However,	
  Favre	
  and	
  the	
  Jets	
  faltered	
  in	
  the	
  last	
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games	
  of	
  the	
  season,	
  finishing	
  a	
  disappointing	
  1-­‐4	
  and	
  missing	
  the	
  playoffs	
  (Begley,	
  

2008).	
  	
  Not	
  many	
  were	
  surprised	
  by	
  Favre’s	
  second	
  retirement	
  announcement	
  on	
  

February	
  11,	
  2009.	
  	
  Favre	
  was	
  adamant	
  that	
  this	
  time,	
  he	
  was	
  hanging	
  up	
  his	
  helmet	
  

for	
  good	
  (Boland,	
  2009).	
  	
  

However,	
  he	
  just	
  could	
  not	
  stay	
  away	
  from	
  the	
  game.	
  	
  During	
  the	
  off-­‐season,	
  

Favre	
  had	
  surgery	
  on	
  his	
  injured	
  throwing	
  arm,	
  and	
  vacillated	
  back	
  and	
  forth	
  about	
  

returning	
  to	
  the	
  NFL—this	
  time	
  as	
  a	
  Minnesota	
  Viking.	
  	
  Though	
  Favre	
  initially	
  said	
  

no,	
  citing	
  lack	
  of	
  arm	
  strength,	
  he	
  eventually	
  gave	
  in	
  to	
  repeated	
  inquiries	
  from	
  the	
  

Vikings	
  organization,	
  signing	
  a	
  two-­‐year	
  contract	
  and	
  donning	
  the	
  purple	
  uniform	
  

he	
  once	
  despised	
  (Battista	
  &	
  Borzi,	
  2009).	
  	
  While	
  an	
  interesting	
  (and	
  to	
  many	
  Packer	
  

fans,	
  disappointing)	
  twist	
  in	
  the	
  story,	
  newspaper	
  articles	
  from	
  this	
  period	
  of	
  

Favre’s	
  career	
  will	
  not	
  be	
  included	
  in	
  the	
  analysis.	
  	
  Favre	
  and	
  the	
  Vikings	
  had	
  a	
  

successful	
  year,	
  and	
  their	
  12-­‐4	
  regular	
  season	
  record	
  included	
  two	
  victories	
  over	
  

their	
  bitter	
  division	
  rivals,	
  the	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Packers.	
  	
  Unfortunately	
  for	
  Favre,	
  history	
  

continued	
  to	
  repeat	
  itself—	
  Favre	
  came	
  up	
  short	
  again	
  as	
  the	
  Vikings	
  lost	
  in	
  the	
  NFC	
  

Championship	
  to	
  the	
  New	
  Orleans	
  Saints.	
  	
  Favre	
  has	
  made	
  no	
  decisions	
  on	
  

retirement,	
  and	
  perhaps	
  even	
  he	
  does	
  not	
  know	
  how	
  long	
  his	
  NFL	
  career	
  might	
  last.	
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CHAPTER	
  2:	
  LITERATURE	
  REVIEW	
  &	
  CONCEPT	
  EXPLICATION	
  

Even	
  from	
  the	
  early	
  days	
  in	
  Favre’s	
  career,	
  media	
  coverage	
  of	
  the	
  

“gunslinger”	
  (Battista,	
  2008a)	
  has	
  been	
  in	
  high	
  demand.	
  	
  His	
  easy-­‐going	
  personality	
  

and	
  incredible	
  athletic	
  achievements	
  made	
  him	
  a	
  popular	
  target	
  for	
  journalists	
  from	
  

local	
  to	
  international	
  outlets	
  and	
  everything	
  in	
  between.	
  	
  Important	
  milestones	
  in	
  

Favre’s	
  career,	
  especially	
  the	
  rollercoaster	
  of	
  events	
  that	
  unfolded	
  between	
  his	
  first	
  

and	
  second	
  retirements,	
  were	
  given	
  ample	
  coverage	
  by	
  a	
  variety	
  of	
  media	
  outlets.	
  	
  

Newspapers	
  were	
  especially	
  gratuitous	
  in	
  their	
  devotion	
  of	
  headlines,	
  articles,	
  and	
  

pages	
  to	
  the	
  Favre	
  story	
  whether	
  national	
  papers	
  (e.g.,	
  New	
  York	
  Times	
  and	
  USA	
  

Today)	
  or	
  more	
  regional	
  ones	
  (e.g.,	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette).	
  	
  However,	
  the	
  quality	
  

and	
  content	
  of	
  the	
  coverage	
  are	
  likely	
  to	
  vary	
  between	
  these	
  types	
  of	
  newspapers,	
  

based	
  on	
  previous	
  research	
  in	
  this	
  area.	
  	
  	
  	
  

	
   Framing	
  theory	
  offers	
  one	
  way	
  to	
  compare	
  and	
  contrast	
  coverage	
  of	
  events	
  

among	
  different	
  newspapers.	
  	
  In	
  fact,	
  framing	
  studies	
  have	
  been	
  used	
  to	
  observe	
  

differences	
  in	
  newspaper	
  coverage	
  of	
  wars	
  (Carpenter,	
  2007),	
  anti-­‐war	
  protests	
  

(Peng,	
  2008),	
  terrorism	
  (Papacharissi	
  &	
  Oliviera,	
  2008),	
  hate	
  crimes	
  (Husselbee	
  &	
  

Elliott,	
  2002),	
  disasters	
  (Ploughman,	
  1995)	
  and	
  politics	
  (Segvic,	
  2005).	
  	
  Though	
  

Dayan	
  and	
  Katz’s	
  (1992)	
  studies	
  are	
  somewhat	
  relevant	
  to	
  Favre’s	
  retirement	
  

storyline,	
  there	
  remains	
  a	
  lack	
  of	
  information	
  about	
  coverage	
  of	
  historic	
  sports	
  

events	
  and	
  the	
  athletes	
  involved	
  in	
  them	
  that	
  might	
  suggest	
  expected	
  differences	
  in	
  

framing	
  by	
  newspapers.	
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In	
  addition	
  to	
  framing	
  theory,	
  structural	
  pluralism	
  may	
  further	
  explain	
  

differences	
  found	
  between	
  national	
  and	
  regional	
  coverage	
  of	
  the	
  Favre	
  story	
  (Olien,	
  

Donohue,	
  &	
  Tichenor,	
  1968).	
  	
  Structural	
  pluralism	
  refers	
  to	
  the	
  tendencies	
  of	
  

different	
  newspapers	
  to	
  report	
  conflict	
  in	
  news	
  stories.	
  	
  The	
  following	
  is	
  a	
  summary	
  

of	
  previous	
  research	
  on	
  framing	
  theory	
  and	
  structural	
  pluralism.	
  

Framing	
  Theory	
  

Framing	
  offered	
  a	
  theoretical	
  basis	
  useful	
  in	
  studying	
  national	
  and	
  regional	
  

newspaper	
  coverage	
  of	
  Favre	
  during	
  the	
  roughly	
  one-­‐year	
  period	
  that	
  included	
  the	
  

first	
  whisperings	
  of	
  his	
  retirement	
  from	
  the	
  Packers,	
  their	
  unceremonious	
  break-­‐up,	
  

his	
  trade	
  to	
  the	
  New	
  York	
  Jets,	
  and	
  his	
  second	
  retirement	
  at	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  his	
  season	
  

with	
  the	
  Jets.	
  	
  Framing	
  research	
  in	
  general	
  has	
  shown	
  that	
  how	
  issues	
  are	
  covered	
  

affects	
  how	
  readers	
  and	
  viewers	
  interpret	
  the	
  news	
  and	
  the	
  people	
  in	
  it	
  (Baran	
  &	
  

Davis,	
  2009;	
  Husselbee	
  &	
  Elliot,	
  2002).	
  	
  In	
  the	
  most	
  basic	
  sense,	
  frames	
  help	
  tell	
  

stories	
  by	
  placing	
  importance	
  on	
  certain	
  parts	
  of	
  a	
  message	
  at	
  the	
  expense	
  of	
  others,	
  

affecting	
  the	
  way	
  audiences	
  perceive	
  the	
  message	
  (Entman,	
  2007;	
  Scheufele	
  &	
  

Tewksbury,	
  2007).	
  	
  This	
  highlights	
  Gamson’s	
  (1989)	
  idea	
  that	
  facts	
  do	
  not	
  have	
  

meaning	
  in	
  and	
  of	
  themselves—they	
  gain	
  meaning	
  when	
  placed	
  within	
  the	
  context	
  

of	
  a	
  story	
  or	
  frame.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

Goffman	
  was	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  first	
  to	
  promote	
  the	
  idea	
  of	
  framing	
  in	
  academic	
  

literature.	
  	
  Goffman’s	
  (1974)	
  original	
  idea	
  of	
  frame	
  analysis	
  explained	
  how	
  people	
  

navigated	
  through	
  everyday	
  experiences.	
  	
  A	
  frame	
  referred	
  to	
  a	
  set	
  of	
  expectations	
  

that	
  helped	
  organize	
  or	
  make	
  sense	
  of	
  a	
  social	
  situation	
  at	
  a	
  certain	
  time	
  (Baran	
  &	
  

Davis,	
  2009;	
  Goffman,	
  1974).	
  	
  Goffman	
  also	
  acknowledged	
  ability	
  of	
  the	
  media	
  to	
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affect	
  frames	
  and	
  influence	
  how	
  we	
  see	
  the	
  world,	
  pointing	
  out	
  that	
  much	
  news	
  is	
  

about	
  frame	
  violations,	
  or	
  events	
  that	
  are	
  newsworthy	
  because	
  of	
  their	
  deviation	
  

from	
  social	
  norms	
  (Goffman,	
  1974,	
  1979).	
  	
  	
  

	
   Other	
  scholars	
  have	
  built	
  on	
  Goffman’s	
  frame	
  analysis.	
  	
  Using	
  the	
  idea	
  of	
  

frames	
  as	
  organizational	
  guidelines	
  or	
  rules,	
  Tuchman	
  (1976,	
  1978)	
  determined	
  

that	
  news	
  presentations	
  constructed	
  a	
  version	
  of	
  reality	
  and	
  were	
  often	
  framed	
  in	
  a	
  

way	
  that	
  advanced	
  the	
  status	
  quo	
  and	
  reinforced	
  societal	
  norms.	
  Gamson	
  (1989)	
  

and	
  Gitlin’s	
  (1980)	
  findings	
  also	
  supported	
  Tuchman’s	
  conclusion	
  that	
  frames	
  often	
  

served	
  to	
  promote	
  certain	
  ways	
  of	
  seeing	
  events	
  at	
  the	
  expense	
  of	
  other	
  

interpretations.	
  	
  According	
  to	
  Gamson	
  (1989),	
  frames	
  observed	
  in	
  public	
  discourse	
  

are	
  largely	
  used	
  by	
  elites	
  motivated	
  to	
  promote	
  their	
  own	
  interpretations	
  of	
  social	
  

reality	
  at	
  the	
  expense	
  of	
  others.	
  	
  Gitlin	
  (1980)	
  held	
  that	
  while	
  frames	
  are	
  “largely	
  

unspoken	
  and	
  unacknowledged,”	
  (p.7)	
  they	
  served	
  to	
  organize	
  events	
  and	
  issues	
  

both	
  for	
  journalists	
  and	
  their	
  audiences.	
  	
  	
  	
  

Others	
  scholars	
  have	
  also	
  brought	
  their	
  own	
  definitions	
  and	
  interpretations	
  

to	
  the	
  meaning	
  of	
  framing.	
  	
  De	
  Vreese	
  (2005)	
  noted,	
  “framing	
  involves	
  a	
  

communication	
  source	
  presenting	
  and	
  defining	
  an	
  issue”	
  (p.	
  51).	
  	
  Husselbee	
  and	
  

Elliot	
  (2002)	
  emphasized	
  the	
  feature	
  of	
  framing	
  that	
  highlights	
  certain	
  aspects	
  of	
  a	
  

story	
  while	
  excluding	
  others.	
  	
  Gamson	
  and	
  Modigliani	
  (1989)	
  explained	
  that	
  frames	
  

are	
  central,	
  organizing	
  principles	
  that	
  are	
  contained	
  within	
  and	
  help	
  structure	
  

“media	
  packages”	
  (p.	
  3).	
  	
  Altheide	
  (1996)	
  emphasized	
  the	
  function	
  of	
  frames	
  in	
  

defining	
  situations,	
  underscoring	
  the	
  importance	
  of	
  these	
  “broad,	
  thematic	
  

emphases”	
  (p.30)	
  for	
  readers’	
  understanding	
  of	
  communication	
  media.	
  	
  While	
  each	
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of	
  the	
  explanations	
  contributed	
  to	
  the	
  understanding	
  of	
  framing,	
  a	
  widely	
  accepted,	
  

universal	
  definition	
  of	
  framing	
  is	
  still	
  lacking	
  (de	
  Vreese,	
  2005;	
  Hallahan,	
  1999;	
  

Entman,	
  1993).	
  

The	
  varying	
  definitions	
  of	
  framing	
  reflect	
  both	
  the	
  wide	
  range	
  of	
  

operationalizations	
  in	
  the	
  research,	
  the	
  different	
  levels	
  of	
  framing	
  studied,	
  and	
  the	
  

vast	
  array	
  of	
  disciplines	
  that	
  utilize	
  framing	
  theory,	
  from	
  the	
  humanities	
  to	
  the	
  

sciences	
  (Entman,	
  1993;	
  Hallahan,	
  1999;	
  Scheufele	
  &	
  Tewksbury,	
  2007).	
  In	
  addition,	
  

framing	
  depends	
  on	
  context,	
  which	
  helps	
  establish	
  frames	
  of	
  reference	
  that	
  guide	
  

researchers	
  and	
  audience	
  members	
  in	
  analyzing	
  information	
  and	
  comprehending	
  

meaning	
  (Hallahan,	
  1999).	
  	
  However,	
  this	
  array	
  of	
  contexts	
  results	
  in	
  widely	
  varying	
  

operationalizations,	
  and	
  often	
  makes	
  comparisons	
  between	
  framing	
  studies	
  difficult,	
  

especially	
  across	
  disciplines.	
  	
  That	
  framing	
  can	
  be	
  studied	
  on	
  the	
  macro	
  level	
  (how	
  

journalists	
  use	
  frames	
  to	
  present	
  information	
  to	
  audiences)	
  and	
  the	
  micro	
  level	
  

(how	
  individuals	
  use	
  information	
  presented	
  by	
  the	
  media	
  to	
  form	
  their	
  own	
  

impressions	
  and	
  evaluations)	
  further	
  muddles	
  comparability	
  between	
  studies	
  

(Scheufele	
  &	
  Tewksbury,	
  2007).	
  	
  Clearly,	
  careful	
  explication	
  is	
  required	
  when	
  

studying	
  framing	
  (Hallahan,	
  1999).	
  	
  	
  

There	
  is	
  also	
  little	
  consensus	
  on	
  how	
  to	
  consistently	
  identify	
  news	
  frames	
  (de	
  

Vreese,	
  2005).	
  	
  Gamson	
  and	
  Modigliani	
  (1989)	
  suggest	
  framing	
  occurs	
  through	
  the	
  

use	
  of	
  metaphors,	
  exemplars,	
  catch	
  phrases,	
  depictions,	
  and	
  visual	
  images.	
  	
  

Tankard’s	
  (2001	
  as	
  cited	
  in	
  de	
  Vreese,	
  2005)	
  list	
  of	
  framing	
  devices	
  includes	
  

headlines,	
  subheads,	
  photos,	
  photo	
  captions,	
  leads,	
  source	
  selection,	
  quotes	
  

selection,	
  pull	
  quotes,	
  logo,	
  statistics	
  and	
  charts,	
  and	
  concluding	
  statements	
  and	
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paragraphs	
  (p.	
  54).	
  	
  Pan	
  and	
  Kosicki	
  (1993)	
  identified	
  syntactical,	
  script,	
  thematic,	
  

and	
  rhetorical	
  structures	
  that	
  enable	
  framing,	
  while	
  Entman	
  (1993)	
  studied	
  framing	
  

through	
  the	
  use	
  or	
  non-­‐use	
  of	
  certain	
  keywords,	
  phrases,	
  images,	
  sources,	
  and	
  the	
  

use	
  of	
  supplementary	
  facts	
  or	
  opinions.	
  	
  	
  

According	
  to	
  Entman	
  (1993),	
  framing	
  can	
  occur	
  in	
  “at	
  least	
  four	
  different	
  

locations	
  in	
  the	
  communication	
  process:	
  the	
  communicator,	
  the	
  text,	
  the	
  receiver,	
  

and	
  the	
  culture”	
  (p.52).	
  	
  Communicators	
  decide	
  which	
  elements	
  of	
  a	
  story	
  to	
  include	
  

or	
  exclude.	
  	
  Frames	
  also	
  occur	
  in	
  text,	
  signaled	
  by	
  the	
  presence	
  of	
  Entman’s	
  framing	
  

devices,	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  others	
  mentioned	
  previously.	
  	
  Frames	
  also	
  help	
  receivers	
  form	
  

judgments,	
  who	
  may	
  accept	
  or	
  reject	
  the	
  frames	
  presented	
  by	
  the	
  communicator	
  

and	
  text.	
  	
  Finally,	
  the	
  culture	
  in	
  which	
  the	
  news	
  is	
  presented	
  also	
  has	
  implications	
  

for	
  framing;	
  common	
  cultural	
  understandings	
  by	
  the	
  majority	
  of	
  persons	
  in	
  a	
  certain	
  

social	
  grouping	
  can	
  affect	
  the	
  framing	
  of	
  messages	
  (Entman,	
  1993).	
  	
  In	
  other	
  words,	
  

not	
  only	
  do	
  the	
  media	
  frame	
  information	
  for	
  the	
  audience,	
  but	
  the	
  audience	
  also	
  

frames	
  the	
  information	
  it	
  is	
  presented	
  with	
  (Gamson,	
  Croteau,	
  Hoynes,	
  &	
  Sasson,	
  

1992).	
  	
  	
  In	
  addition	
  to	
  Entman’s	
  list,	
  other	
  researchers	
  suggest	
  that	
  elite	
  sources	
  can	
  

also	
  play	
  a	
  role	
  in	
  framing	
  news	
  (Druckman,	
  2001;	
  Gamson	
  &	
  Modigliani,	
  1989;	
  Pan	
  

&	
  Kosicki,	
  1993).	
  

Despite	
  their	
  different	
  potential	
  locations,	
  Entman	
  (1993,	
  2004)	
  notes	
  that	
  

frames	
  serve	
  similar	
  functions	
  in	
  each	
  area:	
  problem	
  definition,	
  causal	
  analysis,	
  

moral	
  judgment,	
  and	
  remedy	
  promotion.	
  	
  These	
  functions,	
  some	
  of	
  which	
  may	
  occur	
  

simultaneously,	
  are	
  accomplished	
  by	
  salience	
  and	
  selection	
  of	
  information	
  (Cappella	
  

&	
  Jamieson,	
  1997)	
  and	
  involve	
  making	
  certain	
  information	
  more	
  “noticeable,	
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meaningful,	
  or	
  memorable	
  to	
  audiences”	
  through	
  repetition,	
  placement,	
  or	
  

association	
  with	
  certain	
  symbols	
  (Entman	
  1993,	
  p.	
  53).	
  	
  Conversely,	
  some	
  

information	
  is	
  treated	
  as	
  secondary,	
  tertiary,	
  or	
  completely	
  excluded	
  (Cappella	
  &	
  

Jamieson,	
  1997).	
  	
  As	
  Entman	
  (1993)	
  points	
  out,	
  the	
  information	
  that	
  is	
  omitted	
  is	
  

often	
  as	
  important	
  as	
  what	
  is	
  included	
  when	
  defining	
  frames.	
  	
  

Because	
  of	
  the	
  variety	
  of	
  frame	
  locations	
  within	
  the	
  communication	
  process,	
  

the	
  research	
  varies	
  in	
  attention	
  paid	
  to	
  this	
  aspect.	
  	
  Much	
  of	
  the	
  literature	
  has	
  

focused	
  on	
  framing	
  effects	
  at	
  the	
  individual	
  and	
  societal	
  levels	
  (de	
  Vreese,	
  2005).	
  	
  

Pan	
  and	
  Kosicki	
  (1993)	
  have	
  studied	
  the	
  sources	
  from	
  which	
  journalists	
  gather	
  

information	
  for	
  stories	
  and	
  also	
  noted	
  that	
  framing	
  effects	
  should	
  take	
  into	
  account	
  

audience	
  attitudes	
  and	
  perceptions.	
  	
  However,	
  others	
  have	
  held	
  that	
  the	
  existence	
  of	
  

frames	
  does	
  not	
  necessarily	
  mean	
  they	
  will	
  influence	
  the	
  audience	
  (Chong	
  &	
  

Druckman,	
  2007;	
  Entman,	
  1993).	
  	
  In	
  fact,	
  many	
  scholars	
  note	
  the	
  importance	
  of	
  

isolating	
  frames	
  within	
  the	
  texts	
  themselves,	
  independent	
  of	
  framing	
  effects	
  on	
  

audiences.	
  	
  Entman	
  (1993)	
  and	
  Gamson	
  (1989)	
  find	
  this	
  especially	
  important	
  in	
  

content	
  analysis,	
  where	
  they	
  suggest	
  the	
  focus	
  should	
  be	
  on	
  journalists’	
  framing	
  of	
  

issues	
  rather	
  than	
  audience	
  perceptions.	
  	
  Gurevitch	
  and	
  Levy’s	
  work	
  validates	
  the	
  

study	
  of	
  texts	
  alone	
  (as	
  cited	
  in	
  Gamson	
  &	
  Modigliani,	
  1989),	
  noting	
  that	
  texts	
  are	
  

critical	
  in	
  the	
  “construction	
  of	
  social	
  reality”	
  (p.3)	
  independent	
  of	
  the	
  meaning	
  

implied	
  by	
  the	
  communicator.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

Many	
  textual	
  framing	
  studies	
  employ	
  content	
  analysis,	
  which	
  Entman	
  (1993)	
  

suggests	
  should	
  look	
  further	
  than	
  dominant	
  meanings	
  and	
  positive	
  or	
  negative	
  

messages.	
  	
  Instead,	
  the	
  salient	
  elements	
  that	
  receive	
  emphasis	
  in	
  the	
  text	
  should	
  be	
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observed	
  as	
  well.	
  	
  Altheide’s	
  (1996)	
  extensive	
  work	
  on	
  content	
  analysis	
  meets	
  this	
  

challenge,	
  delving	
  deep	
  into	
  textual	
  analysis	
  and	
  relying	
  heavily	
  on	
  the	
  use	
  of	
  

themes	
  to	
  complement	
  frames.	
  	
  Themes	
  “are	
  the	
  recurring,	
  typical	
  theses	
  that	
  run	
  

through	
  …	
  reports,”	
  while	
  frames	
  “are	
  the	
  focus,	
  a	
  parameter	
  or	
  boundary,	
  for	
  

discussing	
  a	
  particular	
  event”	
  (Altheide	
  1996,	
  p.	
  31).	
  	
  Altheide	
  (1996)	
  also	
  points	
  

out	
  that	
  certain	
  themes	
  are	
  more	
  apt	
  to	
  be	
  used	
  when	
  corresponding	
  frames	
  are	
  

adopted.	
  	
  

It	
  is	
  clear	
  from	
  the	
  literature	
  that	
  frames	
  can	
  be	
  defined	
  and	
  studied	
  based	
  on	
  

a	
  variety	
  of	
  factors,	
  but	
  this	
  study	
  focused	
  on	
  textual	
  frames	
  within	
  national	
  and	
  

regional	
  newspaper	
  stories	
  covering	
  the	
  Favre	
  storyline	
  from	
  retirement	
  to	
  return	
  

to	
  retirement	
  again.	
  

Structural	
  Pluralism	
  Theory	
  

Any	
  observed	
  framing	
  differences	
  between	
  national	
  and	
  regional	
  coverage	
  of	
  

Favre’s	
  retirement	
  may	
  be	
  explained	
  based	
  on	
  community	
  structure	
  and	
  the	
  related	
  

concept	
  of	
  structural	
  pluralism	
  first	
  pointed	
  out	
  by	
  Donohue,	
  Olien,	
  &	
  Tichenor	
  

(1968).	
  	
  They	
  found	
  less	
  conflict	
  is	
  reported	
  when	
  pluralism	
  is	
  lowest	
  (usually	
  in	
  

small	
  communities	
  with	
  consistently	
  uniform	
  beliefs	
  and	
  opinions),	
  while	
  social	
  

systems	
  tend	
  to	
  report	
  more	
  conflict	
  as	
  pluralism	
  and	
  community	
  complexity	
  

increase,	
  as	
  is	
  often	
  the	
  case	
  in	
  larger	
  areas.	
  	
  Since	
  the	
  early	
  studies	
  on	
  structural	
  

pluralism,	
  many	
  researchers	
  have	
  confirmed	
  this	
  trend	
  (Demers,	
  1994;	
  Donohue,	
  

Olien,	
  &	
  Tichenor,	
  1985;	
  Hindman,	
  1996;	
  Hindman,	
  Littlefield,	
  Preston,	
  &	
  Neumann,	
  

1999;	
  McCluskey,	
  et	
  al.,	
  2003),	
  though	
  some	
  research	
  has	
  found	
  the	
  opposite	
  to	
  be	
  

true	
  (Mikelson,	
  2007).	
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The	
  structural	
  pluralism	
  model	
  views	
  the	
  media	
  system	
  as	
  a	
  subset	
  of	
  the	
  

community,	
  and	
  media	
  are	
  seen	
  as	
  reflective	
  of	
  the	
  size	
  and	
  diversity	
  of	
  the	
  

community	
  (Jeffres,	
  Cutietta,	
  Sekerka,	
  &	
  Lee,	
  2000).	
  	
  Smaller,	
  local	
  mass	
  media	
  

appear	
  to	
  reinforce	
  community	
  norms	
  and	
  values,	
  while	
  more	
  complex	
  communities	
  

have	
  more	
  diverse	
  groups	
  competing	
  for	
  power	
  and	
  thus,	
  have	
  a	
  wider	
  range	
  of	
  

control	
  mechanisms,	
  which	
  are	
  reflected	
  by	
  more	
  diverse	
  news	
  reports.	
  	
  Put	
  another	
  

way,	
  smaller	
  communities’	
  media	
  tend	
  to	
  present	
  the	
  community	
  in	
  its	
  best	
  light—

void	
  of	
  conflict.	
  	
  Media	
  in	
  larger	
  communities	
  are	
  more	
  likely	
  to	
  include	
  conflict	
  in	
  

news	
  coverage	
  (Hindman,	
  1996).	
  	
  Fuller’s	
  (1996)	
  work	
  (as	
  cited	
  in	
  McCluskey,	
  et	
  al.,	
  

2003)	
  suggests	
  that	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  survive,	
  newspapers	
  must	
  reflect	
  the	
  needs	
  of	
  the	
  

specific	
  audience	
  they	
  serve.	
  	
  National	
  and	
  regional	
  newspaper	
  audiences,	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  

the	
  management	
  of	
  the	
  different	
  newspapers,	
  likely	
  had	
  very	
  different	
  expectations	
  

of	
  media	
  reports	
  concerning	
  Favre’s	
  retirement.	
  	
  Any	
  observed	
  differences	
  in	
  

newspaper	
  coverage	
  of	
  Favre’s	
  retirement	
  might	
  be	
  explained,	
  at	
  least	
  in	
  part,	
  by	
  

structural	
  pluralism.	
  

The	
  concept	
  of	
  structural	
  pluralism	
  has	
  been	
  studied	
  in	
  a	
  variety	
  of	
  contexts,	
  

including	
  the	
  effects	
  of	
  corporate	
  ownership	
  on	
  the	
  diversity	
  reflected	
  in	
  newspaper	
  

reports	
  (Demers,	
  1994),	
  inclusion	
  of	
  ethnic	
  groups	
  in	
  reporting	
  (Hindman,	
  et	
  al.,	
  

1999),	
  coverage	
  of	
  protests	
  (McCluskey,	
  et	
  al.,	
  2003),	
  the	
  influence	
  of	
  editors’	
  goals	
  

and	
  objectives	
  on	
  news	
  reports	
  (Jeffres,	
  et	
  al.,	
  2000),	
  and	
  a	
  controversial	
  wolf	
  

reintroduction	
  in	
  Idaho	
  (Mikelson,	
  2007).	
  	
  However,	
  the	
  literature	
  lacks	
  information	
  

on	
  how	
  sports-­‐related	
  topics	
  might	
  be	
  covered,	
  much	
  less	
  reporting	
  on	
  a	
  historic	
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series	
  of	
  events	
  involving	
  a	
  world-­‐renowned	
  athlete.	
  	
  The	
  Favre	
  study	
  may	
  provide	
  

important	
  information	
  on	
  this	
  phenomenon.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

Concept	
  Explication	
  

Though	
  numerous	
  definitions	
  of	
  ‘frame’	
  have	
  been	
  suggested	
  and	
  used	
  in	
  

research,	
  Entman’s	
  (1993)	
  idea	
  of	
  framing	
  has	
  been	
  widely	
  utilized	
  in	
  the	
  literature	
  

and	
  his	
  definition	
  will	
  be	
  used	
  in	
  this	
  study.	
  	
  He	
  stated:	
  

Framing	
  essentially	
  involves	
  selection	
  and	
  salience.	
  	
  To	
  frame	
  is	
  to	
  select	
  some	
  

aspects	
  of	
  a	
  perceived	
  reality	
  and	
  make	
  them	
  more	
  salient	
  in	
  a	
  communicating	
  

text,	
  in	
  such	
  a	
  way	
  as	
  to	
  promote	
  a	
  particular	
  problem	
  definition,	
  causal	
  

interpretation,	
  moral	
  evaluation,	
  and/or	
  treatment	
  recommendation	
  for	
  the	
  

item	
  described	
  (p.	
  52).	
  	
  	
  

Previous	
  research	
  involving	
  comparative	
  studies	
  of	
  newspapers	
  has	
  

employed	
  a	
  wide	
  range	
  of	
  variables	
  for	
  explaining	
  differences	
  between	
  publications.	
  	
  

Circulation	
  size	
  has	
  often	
  been	
  cited	
  as	
  a	
  defining	
  characteristic	
  of	
  newspapers.	
  

Circulation	
  is	
  simply	
  the	
  number	
  of	
  newspapers	
  distributed,	
  and	
  this	
  can	
  vary	
  daily.	
  	
  

Correlations	
  between	
  circulation	
  size	
  and	
  such	
  variables	
  as	
  community	
  size,	
  

diversity	
  of	
  coverage,	
  depth	
  of	
  coverage,	
  and	
  advertising	
  revenues	
  have	
  been	
  

observed	
  in	
  the	
  literature	
  (Chen,	
  Thorson,	
  &	
  Lacy,	
  2005;	
  Gans,	
  1979;	
  Gartner,	
  2004;	
  

Haider-­‐Markell,	
  Allen,	
  &	
  Johansen,	
  2006;	
  Lacy	
  &	
  Bernstein,	
  1988;	
  Rosenberry,	
  2005;	
  

Shapiro	
  &	
  Schofield,	
  1986).	
  

Differing	
  classifications	
  of	
  newspapers	
  based	
  on	
  circulation	
  numbers	
  have	
  

been	
  used	
  in	
  the	
  research.	
  	
  Lacy	
  and	
  Bernstein	
  (1988)	
  classified	
  newspapers	
  as	
  

small	
  (under	
  30,000),	
  medium	
  (30,001-­‐99,999),	
  and	
  large	
  (100,000	
  and	
  above)	
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based	
  on	
  an	
  average	
  daily	
  circulation.	
  	
  Kim	
  and	
  Meyer	
  (2005)	
  also	
  used	
  this	
  

classification	
  in	
  their	
  respective	
  studies	
  of	
  newspaper	
  content	
  as	
  related	
  to	
  

circulation	
  size.	
  	
  In	
  a	
  2003	
  study,	
  Lacy	
  and	
  Blanchard	
  classified	
  “mid-­‐sized”	
  (p.	
  949)	
  

newspapers	
  as	
  having	
  a	
  circulation	
  between	
  25,000	
  and	
  100,000.	
  	
  Chen,	
  Thorson,	
  

and	
  Lacy	
  (2005)	
  grouped	
  small	
  and	
  medium	
  newspapers	
  together	
  by	
  circulation	
  

size	
  and	
  defined	
  both	
  as	
  having	
  average	
  daily	
  circulations	
  less	
  than	
  85,000.	
  	
  Yet	
  

other	
  studies	
  have	
  cited	
  50,000	
  as	
  the	
  cutoff	
  point	
  distinguishing	
  small	
  newspapers	
  

from	
  large	
  ones	
  (Garrison,	
  1999;	
  Lauterer,	
  2000).	
  

Some	
  researchers	
  have	
  studied	
  circulation	
  distinctions	
  between	
  small,	
  

medium,	
  and	
  large	
  newspapers,	
  but	
  without	
  specifying	
  the	
  circulation	
  numbers	
  for	
  

which	
  each	
  of	
  the	
  classifications	
  were	
  relevant	
  (Picard	
  &	
  Rimmer,	
  1999).	
  	
  Others	
  

employed	
  labels	
  like	
  local	
  or	
  larger	
  without	
  defining	
  what	
  is	
  meant	
  by	
  the	
  term	
  or	
  

putting	
  it	
  in	
  the	
  context	
  of	
  a	
  non-­local	
  or	
  smaller	
  newspaper	
  (Eshbaugh-­‐Soha,	
  2008;	
  

Sylvie,	
  1991).	
  	
  Still	
  others	
  have	
  simply	
  grouped	
  newspapers	
  by	
  circulation,	
  referring	
  

to	
  their	
  subsets	
  as	
  Group	
  1,	
  Group	
  2,	
  etc.,	
  without	
  reference	
  to	
  how	
  others	
  have	
  

specified	
  these	
  circulation	
  values	
  (Tharp	
  &	
  Stanley,	
  1992),	
  making	
  comparisons	
  

among	
  the	
  literature	
  difficult	
  if	
  not	
  impossible.	
  	
  Future	
  studies	
  employing	
  these	
  

types	
  of	
  classifications	
  and	
  comparisons	
  would	
  be	
  well	
  advised	
  to	
  make	
  clear	
  the	
  

circulation	
  sizes	
  or	
  locations	
  at	
  which	
  their	
  data	
  is	
  relevant.	
  	
  	
  

Geographic	
  focus	
  of	
  coverage	
  has	
  been	
  another	
  distinguishing	
  factor	
  among	
  

newspaper	
  classifications	
  in	
  the	
  literature.	
  	
  Carpenter	
  (2007)	
  examined	
  differences	
  

in	
  coverage	
  frames	
  of	
  the	
  Iraq	
  war	
  between	
  elite	
  and	
  non-­elite	
  newspapers.	
  	
  She	
  

classified	
  both	
  groups	
  as	
  large	
  circulation	
  papers,	
  but	
  distinguished	
  between	
  the	
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two	
  based	
  on	
  the	
  area	
  for	
  which	
  each	
  provided	
  news.	
  	
  Elite	
  papers	
  delivered	
  

information	
  to	
  a	
  national	
  geographic	
  area	
  while	
  non-­‐elite	
  papers	
  focused	
  on	
  

statewide	
  coverage	
  for	
  a	
  designated	
  area.	
  	
  Ploughman	
  (1995)	
  also	
  used	
  location	
  to	
  

differentiate	
  between	
  publications	
  in	
  her	
  analysis	
  of	
  coverage	
  of	
  the	
  New-­‐York	
  

based	
  Love	
  Canal	
  disaster.	
  	
  Local,	
  regional,	
  and	
  national	
  media	
  were	
  distinguished	
  

based	
  on	
  proximity	
  to	
  the	
  disaster	
  site.	
  	
  	
  

	
   Both	
  circulation	
  size	
  and	
  geographic	
  location	
  will	
  be	
  useful	
  to	
  differentiate	
  

between	
  the	
  newspapers	
  for	
  the	
  present	
  study	
  (see	
  Table	
  2.1).	
  	
  The	
  newspapers	
  to	
  

analyze	
  include	
  the	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette,	
  the	
  New	
  York	
  Times,	
  and	
  USA	
  Today.	
  	
  

Each	
  has	
  differing	
  circulation	
  sizes,	
  days	
  of	
  circulation,	
  and	
  at	
  the	
  very	
  least,	
  a	
  

slightly	
  different	
  geographic	
  coverage	
  area	
  (Audit	
  Bureau	
  of	
  Circulation,	
  2009).	
  	
  	
  

Table	
  2.1:	
  Sample	
  Newspapers,	
  Circulation	
  Sizes,	
  and	
  Classifications	
  
Newspaper	
   Location	
   Weekday	
  

Circulation	
  	
  
Saturday	
  
Circulation	
  

Sunday	
  
Circulation	
  

Average	
  
Circulation*	
  

Classification	
  

Green	
  Bay	
  
Press	
  
Gazette	
  

Green	
  
Bay,	
  WI	
  

51,005	
   61,237	
   75,295	
   55,937	
   Regional	
  

The	
  New	
  
York	
  Times	
  

New	
  
York,	
  NY	
  

1,000,665	
   965,417	
   1,438,585	
   1,058,190	
   National	
  

USA	
  Today	
   McLean,	
  
VA	
  

2,293,310	
   n/a	
   n/a	
   2,293,310	
   National	
  

*Average	
  circulation	
  numbers	
  were	
  calculated	
  by	
  multiplying	
  weekday	
  circulation	
  rates	
  by	
  5,	
  adding	
  
Saturday	
  and	
  Sunday	
  circulation	
  numbers	
  to	
  the	
  total,	
  and	
  dividing	
  by	
  7	
  (Long,	
  et	
  al.,	
  2005).	
  
	
  

Based	
  on	
  the	
  criteria	
  of	
  circulation	
  numbers	
  and	
  locale	
  served,	
  the	
  Green	
  Bay	
  

Press	
  Gazette	
  will	
  be	
  classified	
  as	
  a	
  regional	
  newspaper.	
  	
  While	
  it	
  does	
  serve	
  the	
  local	
  

residents	
  of	
  the	
  Green	
  Bay	
  area,	
  it	
  serves	
  the	
  greater	
  northeastern	
  Wisconsin	
  area	
  as	
  

well	
  (Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette,	
  2007).	
  	
  	
  

Both	
  The	
  New	
  York	
  Times	
  and	
  USA	
  Today	
  will	
  be	
  classified	
  as	
  national	
  

newspapers,	
  based	
  on	
  circulation	
  numbers,	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  the	
  wide	
  range	
  of	
  nationally	
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relevant	
  topics	
  covered	
  by	
  each	
  (Audit	
  Bureau	
  of	
  Circulation,	
  2009).	
  	
  While	
  there	
  are	
  

other	
  criteria	
  by	
  which	
  these	
  three	
  papers	
  could	
  be	
  differentiated,	
  for	
  the	
  purposes	
  

of	
  this	
  study,	
  circulation	
  and	
  location	
  of	
  coverage	
  will	
  serve	
  as	
  the	
  distinguishing	
  

factors.	
  	
  Within	
  the	
  two	
  national	
  papers,	
  some	
  difference	
  in	
  coverage	
  is	
  to	
  be	
  

expected;	
  many	
  researchers	
  have	
  compared	
  these	
  publications	
  (Bloch-­‐Elkon,	
  2007;	
  

Boykoff,	
  2006;	
  Kian,	
  2008;	
  King,	
  1990;	
  Kumar,	
  2001).	
  	
  While	
  researchers	
  have	
  noted	
  

that	
  both	
  the	
  New	
  York	
  Times	
  and	
  USA	
  Today	
  are	
  major	
  U.S.	
  papers	
  with	
  liberal	
  

ideologies	
  (Bloch-­‐Elkon,	
  2007;	
  Boykoff,	
  2006),	
  there	
  are	
  marked	
  differences	
  

between	
  the	
  two	
  (Kian,	
  2008;	
  Kumar,	
  2001).	
  	
  	
  

The	
  New	
  York	
  Times	
  is	
  considered	
  an	
  elite,	
  agenda	
  setting,	
  prestige	
  

newspaper	
  aimed	
  at	
  an	
  elite	
  readership	
  (Bloch-­‐Elkon,	
  2007;	
  Carpenter,	
  2007;	
  Fiss	
  &	
  

Hirsch,	
  2005;	
  Kumar,	
  2001;	
  Papacharissi	
  &	
  Oliviera,	
  2008).	
  	
  USA	
  Today	
  has	
  been	
  

classified	
  simply	
  as	
  a	
  popular	
  publication	
  geared	
  toward	
  a	
  more	
  general,	
  broad-­‐

based	
  audience	
  (King,	
  1990).	
  	
  	
  Further,	
  USA	
  Today’s	
  sports	
  reporting	
  has	
  been	
  noted	
  

as	
  an	
  important	
  feature	
  for	
  the	
  paper’s	
  continued	
  success	
  (Kim,	
  Walkosz,	
  &	
  Iverson,	
  

2006).	
  	
  In	
  some	
  past	
  cases,	
  USA	
  Today	
  actually	
  surpassed	
  regional	
  sports	
  coverage	
  

of	
  local	
  events	
  (Taffe,	
  1986).	
  	
  A	
  preliminary	
  LexisNexis	
  search	
  produced	
  a	
  

reasonable	
  number	
  of	
  relevant	
  articles	
  for	
  both	
  newspapers,	
  therefore	
  the	
  decision	
  

to	
  include	
  articles	
  from	
  both	
  the	
  New	
  York	
  Times	
  and	
  USA	
  Today	
  was	
  made,	
  as	
  each	
  

paper	
  is	
  unique	
  and	
  will	
  contribute	
  differently	
  to	
  the	
  study.	
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CHAPTER	
  3:	
  METHODS	
  

Methodology	
  

Content	
  analysis	
  was	
  the	
  methodology	
  used	
  for	
  the	
  study.	
  	
  Content	
  analysis	
  

was	
  supported	
  by	
  its	
  use	
  in	
  numerous	
  comparative	
  studies	
  of	
  newspaper	
  articles	
  

(Husselbee	
  &	
  Elliott,	
  2002;	
  Papacharissi	
  &	
  Oliveira,	
  2008;	
  Peng,	
  2008;	
  Segvic,	
  2005).	
  	
  

The	
  Favre	
  articles	
  lent	
  themselves	
  well	
  to	
  this	
  type	
  of	
  analysis,	
  as	
  there	
  was	
  no	
  

shortage	
  of	
  available	
  newspaper	
  coverage	
  discussing	
  his	
  retirement,	
  un-­‐retirement,	
  

and	
  his	
  season-­‐long	
  tenure	
  with	
  the	
  New	
  York	
  Jets.	
  	
  However,	
  while	
  content	
  analysis	
  

is	
  often	
  done	
  quantitatively,	
  the	
  qualitative	
  approach	
  utilized	
  here	
  acknowledges	
  the	
  

individual	
  researcher	
  as	
  a	
  medium	
  through	
  which	
  a	
  study	
  occurs.	
  	
  	
  

As	
  Altheide	
  (1996)	
  notes,	
  the	
  difference	
  between	
  quantitative	
  content	
  

analysis	
  and	
  his	
  ethnographic	
  content	
  analysis	
  (ECA)	
  is	
  the	
  “reflexive	
  and	
  highly	
  

interactive	
  nature	
  of	
  the	
  investigator,	
  concepts,	
  data	
  collection,	
  and	
  analysis	
  …	
  the	
  

investigator	
  is	
  continually	
  central	
  in	
  ECA,”	
  (p.	
  16).	
  	
  Though	
  ethnography	
  was	
  

traditionally	
  thought	
  of	
  as	
  an	
  account	
  of	
  people	
  and	
  their	
  culture	
  (Schwartz	
  and	
  

Jacobs,	
  1979	
  as	
  cited	
  in	
  Altheide,	
  1987a),	
  it	
  can	
  also	
  be	
  used	
  as	
  a	
  methodology	
  

regardless	
  of	
  any	
  specific	
  subject	
  matter.	
  	
  Altheide	
  was	
  the	
  first	
  to	
  specifically	
  isolate	
  

this	
  method,	
  though	
  he	
  combined	
  ideas	
  from	
  a	
  host	
  of	
  other	
  researchers	
  (Glaser	
  &	
  

Strauss,	
  1967,	
  as	
  cited	
  in	
  Altheide,	
  1987a;	
  Plummer,	
  1983,	
  as	
  cited	
  in	
  Altheide,	
  

1987a).	
  	
  In	
  addition	
  to	
  the	
  immense	
  media	
  attention	
  to	
  this	
  story,	
  my	
  Wisconsin	
  

roots	
  and	
  lifelong	
  interest	
  in	
  the	
  Packers	
  made	
  the	
  study	
  personally	
  relevant.	
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My	
  connection	
  to	
  this	
  topic,	
  in	
  addition	
  to	
  the	
  wide-­‐reaching	
  interest	
  in	
  

Favre,	
  makes	
  the	
  ECA	
  methodology	
  fitting	
  for	
  this	
  project.	
  	
  Altheide	
  and	
  Johnson	
  

(1994)	
  note	
  the	
  significant	
  interaction	
  of	
  the	
  researcher,	
  the	
  subject	
  of	
  the	
  study,	
  

and	
  the	
  sense-­‐making	
  process	
  in	
  qualitative	
  inquiry.	
  	
  Additionally,	
  the	
  researcher,	
  

concepts,	
  data	
  collection,	
  and	
  analysis	
  do	
  not	
  follow	
  a	
  rigid	
  chain	
  of	
  events.	
  	
  Though	
  

being	
  systematic	
  and	
  analytic	
  is	
  important,	
  following	
  a	
  strict	
  protocol	
  is	
  not.	
  	
  

Therefore,	
  events	
  and	
  analysis	
  are	
  not	
  forced	
  into	
  exacting,	
  predefined	
  categories.	
  	
  

Some	
  categories	
  serve	
  as	
  the	
  central	
  starting	
  point	
  of	
  the	
  study,	
  but	
  many	
  are	
  added	
  

as	
  data	
  collection	
  and	
  analysis	
  occur.	
  	
  Data	
  are	
  often	
  coded	
  in	
  a	
  way	
  that	
  makes	
  

them	
  relevant	
  for	
  multiple	
  purposes,	
  so	
  providing	
  good	
  descriptive	
  information	
  is	
  

also	
  vital	
  (Altheide,	
  1987a;	
  1996).	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

Although	
  this	
  type	
  of	
  qualitative	
  analysis	
  has	
  protocol	
  grounded	
  in	
  theory	
  

and	
  concepts,	
  the	
  emergent	
  findings	
  are	
  not	
  focused	
  on	
  building	
  theory	
  in	
  the	
  

positivist	
  sense	
  of	
  identifying	
  variables	
  whose	
  existence	
  leads	
  to	
  predictive	
  

behaviors	
  (Guba	
  &	
  Lincoln,	
  1994).	
  	
  Rather,	
  the	
  focus	
  is	
  on	
  giving	
  clear	
  descriptions	
  

and	
  definitions	
  that	
  reflect	
  the	
  documents	
  under	
  scrutiny.	
  	
  In	
  so	
  doing,	
  the	
  

researcher	
  is	
  able	
  to	
  make	
  broad	
  statements	
  about	
  the	
  state	
  of	
  contemporary	
  

human	
  experience.	
  	
  In	
  ECA	
  this	
  is	
  done	
  utilizing	
  many	
  of	
  the	
  same	
  rigorous	
  tools	
  of	
  

more	
  positivistic	
  scientific	
  strategies,	
  such	
  as	
  constant	
  comparison,	
  contrast,	
  and	
  

theoretical	
  sampling.	
  (Altheide,	
  1996).	
  

Altheide’s	
  ECA	
  also	
  involves	
  the	
  idea	
  of	
  tracking	
  discourse,	
  or	
  “following	
  

certain	
  issues,	
  words,	
  themes,	
  and	
  frames	
  over	
  a	
  period	
  of	
  time,	
  across	
  different	
  

issues,	
  and	
  across	
  different	
  news	
  media”	
  (Altheide,	
  2001,	
  p.	
  309).	
  	
  Altheide	
  explains	
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tracking	
  discourse	
  as	
  very	
  similar	
  to	
  framing,	
  and	
  it	
  allows	
  meaning	
  to	
  be	
  

understood	
  across	
  an	
  entire	
  collection	
  of	
  documents	
  (Altheide,	
  1987a;	
  1996),	
  such	
  

as	
  the	
  newspaper	
  articles	
  that	
  describe	
  and	
  dissect	
  Favre’s	
  retirement,	
  un-­‐

retirement,	
  and	
  additional	
  season	
  in	
  the	
  NFL.	
  	
  Cook’s	
  (1992)	
  work	
  (as	
  cited	
  in	
  

Garrett	
  &	
  Bell,	
  1998)	
  also	
  contributes	
  to	
  the	
  understanding	
  of	
  discourse	
  and	
  

framing,	
  stating	
  that	
  this	
  form	
  of	
  study	
  is	
  concerned	
  not	
  only	
  with	
  language,	
  but	
  the	
  

context	
  in	
  which	
  text	
  is	
  used.	
  	
  This	
  approach	
  also	
  allows	
  the	
  researcher	
  to	
  examine	
  

the	
  documents	
  in	
  more	
  depth,	
  which	
  can	
  result	
  in	
  additional	
  areas	
  in	
  which	
  to	
  

conduct	
  studies	
  on	
  the	
  same	
  topic	
  and	
  ideas	
  for	
  future	
  research	
  (Altheide,	
  1996).	
  

Numerous	
  studies	
  have	
  demonstrated	
  that	
  public	
  understanding	
  of	
  issues	
  

often	
  incorporates	
  media-­‐presented	
  information,	
  showing	
  that	
  news	
  reports	
  have	
  

meaning	
  and	
  consequence	
  in	
  social	
  life	
  (Altheide,	
  1996;	
  Goffman,	
  1974;	
  Tuchman,	
  

1978).	
  	
  According	
  to	
  Altheide	
  (1996),	
  this	
  is	
  why	
  discourse,	
  or	
  framing,	
  is	
  important.	
  	
  

Altheide	
  et	
  al.	
  (2001)	
  also	
  note	
  that	
  frame	
  analysis	
  lends	
  itself	
  well	
  to	
  the	
  study	
  of	
  

changes	
  in	
  theoretical	
  samples	
  of	
  documents	
  over	
  time	
  (p.	
  306).	
  	
  Because	
  the	
  Favre	
  

storyline	
  spanned	
  the	
  period	
  of	
  nearly	
  a	
  year	
  from	
  his	
  first	
  to	
  his	
  second	
  retirement,	
  

Altheide’s	
  (1996)	
  ECA	
  methodology	
  was	
  appropriate	
  for	
  this	
  study.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

Sampling	
  	
  

Newspaper	
  coverage	
  of	
  this	
  story	
  had	
  clear	
  start	
  and	
  end	
  points,	
  and	
  articles	
  

from	
  both	
  national	
  media	
  outlets	
  (New	
  York	
  Times,	
  USA	
  Today)	
  and	
  regional	
  ones	
  

(Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette)	
  were	
  readily	
  available	
  for	
  the	
  sample	
  period.	
  	
  The	
  dates	
  

and	
  events	
  in	
  Table	
  3.1	
  served	
  as	
  a	
  starting	
  point	
  for	
  newspaper	
  article	
  sampling	
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(Milwaukee	
  Journal	
  Sentinel	
  Online,	
  2009);	
  individual	
  articles	
  served	
  as	
  the	
  unit	
  of	
  

analysis.	
  

Table	
  3.1:	
  Favre	
  Timeline	
  of	
  Important	
  Events	
  
February	
  28,	
  2008	
   Dark	
  site1	
  accidentally	
  mis-­‐announces	
  Favre’s	
  retirement	
  on	
  Packers.com	
  
March	
  4,	
  2008	
   Favre	
  retires	
  from	
  the	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Packers	
  after	
  17	
  years	
  in	
  the	
  NFL	
  (16	
  with	
  

the	
  Packers)	
  
March	
  6,	
  2008	
   Favre	
  tearfully	
  and	
  officially	
  retires	
  at	
  a	
  live	
  press	
  conference	
  in	
  Green	
  Bay	
  
June	
  20,	
  2008	
   Favre	
  tells	
  Packers	
  he	
  may	
  want	
  to	
  return	
  	
  
July	
  11,	
  2008	
   Favre	
  asks	
  for	
  release	
  by	
  the	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Packers	
  so	
  he	
  can	
  be	
  a	
  free	
  agent;	
  

Packers	
  deny	
  this	
  request	
  
July	
  29,	
  2008	
   Favre	
  asks	
  for	
  NFL	
  reinstatement	
  
August	
  3,	
  2008	
   Favre	
  returns	
  to	
  Green	
  Bay	
  to	
  report	
  to	
  training	
  camp	
  but	
  the	
  Packers	
  trade	
  

him	
  to	
  the	
  New	
  York	
  Jets	
  
August	
  8,	
  2008	
   Favre	
  introduced	
  as	
  the	
  Jets	
  starting	
  quarterback	
  
September	
  9,	
  2008	
   Favre	
  starts	
  his	
  first	
  game	
  for	
  the	
  Jets	
  
December	
  28,	
  2008	
   Favre	
  and	
  Jets	
  lose	
  their	
  final	
  regular	
  season	
  game	
  and	
  are	
  knocked	
  out	
  of	
  

playoff	
  contention	
  
February	
  11,	
  2009	
   Favre	
  retires	
  from	
  the	
  New	
  York	
  Jets	
  after	
  one	
  season	
  
	
  

A	
  major	
  purpose	
  of	
  qualitative	
  document	
  analysis	
  is	
  to	
  gain	
  an	
  understanding	
  

of	
  the	
  meanings	
  and	
  themes	
  of	
  messages	
  and	
  how	
  these	
  drive	
  the	
  organization	
  and	
  

presentation	
  of	
  news.	
  	
  Again,	
  these	
  new	
  understandings	
  are	
  ultimately	
  meant	
  to	
  

indicate	
  trends	
  and	
  patterns	
  of	
  contemporary	
  social	
  experience	
  (Altheide,	
  2000).	
  	
  

This	
  underscores	
  the	
  need	
  to	
  have	
  a	
  representative	
  sample	
  that	
  includes	
  the	
  widest	
  

range	
  of	
  important,	
  relevant	
  messages.	
  	
  However,	
  a	
  researcher	
  often	
  does	
  not	
  have	
  a	
  

clear	
  understanding	
  of	
  exactly	
  what	
  to	
  include	
  in	
  the	
  sample	
  at	
  the	
  beginning	
  of	
  the	
  

research.	
  	
  This	
  will	
  often	
  emerge	
  over	
  the	
  course	
  of	
  analysis	
  (Altheide,	
  1987a).	
  	
  

Altheide	
  (1996)	
  does	
  suggest	
  that	
  the	
  researcher	
  have	
  an	
  ‘ideal’	
  about	
  the	
  materials	
  

that	
  will	
  be	
  included	
  in	
  the	
  study,	
  though	
  this	
  model	
  is	
  subject	
  to	
  change	
  over	
  time.	
  	
  

Based	
  on	
  this	
  ideal,	
  and	
  Altheide’s	
  (1996)	
  suggestions,	
  the	
  initial	
  outline	
  of	
  

categories	
  for	
  inclusion	
  was	
  determined	
  and	
  is	
  shown	
  in	
  Table	
  3.2.	
  	
  	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
1	
  A	
  “dark	
  site”	
  is	
  a	
  pre-­‐established,	
  website	
  with	
  inactive	
  links	
  that	
  can	
  be	
  quickly	
  published	
  to	
  the	
  
Web	
  in	
  the	
  event	
  of	
  an	
  emergency	
  or	
  crisis	
  (Coombs,	
  2007).	
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Table	
  3.2:	
  Initial	
  Categories	
  for	
  Analysis	
  	
  
Case	
  
number	
  

Medium	
  
(news-­‐
paper)	
  	
  

Date	
   Title	
   Frame	
   Theme	
   Location	
  
(section	
  of	
  
paper)	
  

Length	
  	
  
(Words)	
  	
  

	
  

Other	
  categories	
  for	
  initial	
  observation	
  included	
  author,	
  tone	
  (positive,	
  

negative,	
  neutral),	
  presence	
  of	
  conflict	
  in	
  the	
  article,	
  sources	
  quoted,	
  and	
  a	
  

miscellaneous	
  category	
  for	
  any	
  thoughts	
  and	
  ideas	
  that	
  did	
  not	
  fit	
  into	
  the	
  

predetermined	
  labels.	
  	
  Other	
  relevant	
  categories	
  emerged	
  during	
  the	
  study,	
  as	
  was	
  

expected	
  by	
  ECA	
  protocol	
  (Altheide,	
  1996).	
  These	
  included	
  whether	
  Favre	
  was	
  the	
  

main	
  topic	
  of	
  the	
  article,	
  and	
  the	
  main	
  source	
  quoted	
  in	
  the	
  article	
  (if	
  more	
  than	
  one	
  

was	
  used).	
  	
  	
  

Because	
  the	
  events	
  in	
  Table	
  3.1	
  were	
  clearly	
  important	
  to	
  the	
  story	
  line,	
  the	
  

use	
  of	
  a	
  random	
  sample	
  may	
  not	
  have	
  included	
  some	
  articles	
  important	
  to	
  the	
  

understanding	
  of	
  Favre’s	
  retirement.	
  	
  Therefore,	
  Altheide’s	
  (1996)	
  idea	
  of	
  “cluster	
  

sampling,”	
  (p.36),	
  or	
  a	
  “saturation	
  method”	
  (p.19),	
  was	
  initially	
  used	
  to	
  select	
  news	
  

articles	
  for	
  analysis.	
  	
  The	
  dates	
  of	
  the	
  key	
  events	
  represented	
  the	
  emergence	
  of	
  

information	
  that	
  was	
  important	
  to	
  understanding	
  the	
  story	
  as	
  a	
  whole.	
  	
  However,	
  

newspaper	
  coverage	
  was	
  not	
  confined	
  to	
  the	
  single	
  date	
  on	
  which	
  the	
  events	
  took	
  

place.	
  	
  Therefore,	
  at	
  the	
  beginning	
  of	
  sampling,	
  newspaper	
  articles	
  were	
  included	
  for	
  

analysis	
  up	
  to	
  three	
  days	
  after	
  the	
  event	
  to	
  observe	
  how	
  the	
  storyline	
  unfolded.	
  	
  

However,	
  the	
  situation	
  revolving	
  around	
  Favre	
  was	
  so	
  salient	
  that	
  the	
  key	
  events	
  

were	
  deemed	
  newsworthy	
  for	
  much	
  longer	
  than	
  three	
  days,	
  especially	
  in	
  the	
  Green	
  

Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette.	
  	
  Therefore,	
  all	
  Favre	
  stories	
  published	
  during	
  the	
  sample	
  period	
  

were	
  included,	
  regardless	
  of	
  how	
  long	
  after	
  the	
  “important	
  event”	
  a	
  particular	
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article	
  was	
  published.	
  	
  This	
  type	
  of	
  protocol	
  adjustment	
  is	
  often	
  expected	
  in	
  ECA	
  and	
  

is	
  called	
  “progressive	
  theoretical	
  sampling”	
  (Altheide,	
  1996,	
  p.	
  33).	
  	
  	
  

The	
  New	
  York	
  Times	
  and	
  USA	
  Today	
  sample	
  articles	
  were	
  obtained	
  from	
  the	
  

LexisNexis	
  online	
  media	
  database.	
  	
  After	
  a	
  quick	
  search	
  in	
  the	
  database	
  (search	
  

string:	
  “Brett	
  Favre”	
  AND	
  “retires”	
  OR	
  “retirement”	
  OR	
  “out	
  of	
  retirement”	
  OR	
  

“unretired”	
  OR	
  “unretires”)	
  the	
  Times	
  returned	
  roughly	
  100	
  articles	
  and	
  USA	
  Today	
  

retrieved	
  about	
  75	
  articles.	
  	
  Microfilm	
  of	
  the	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  was	
  borrowed	
  

from	
  the	
  Wisconsin	
  State	
  Historical	
  Society	
  through	
  Colorado	
  State	
  University’s	
  

Morgan	
  Library.	
  	
  The	
  microfilm	
  was	
  searched	
  for	
  articles	
  that	
  met	
  the	
  criteria	
  

mentioned	
  above.	
  	
  As	
  expected,	
  the	
  volume	
  of	
  newspaper	
  articles	
  was	
  larger	
  for	
  this	
  

paper,	
  based	
  on	
  the	
  impact	
  Favre’s	
  retirement	
  had	
  on	
  the	
  Green	
  Bay	
  community,	
  as	
  

shown	
  in	
  Table	
  3.3.	
  	
  

Table	
  3.3:	
  Newspapers	
  and	
  Sample	
  Sizes	
  
Newspaper	
   Total	
  #	
  of	
  Articles	
  

Retrieved	
  
Total	
  #	
  of	
  Relevant	
  Articles	
  

Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette	
   212*	
   212	
  
The	
  New	
  York	
  Times	
   71	
   45	
  
USA	
  Today	
   62	
   25	
  
*The	
  total	
  number	
  of	
  articles	
  retrieved	
  for	
  the	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  is	
  equal	
  to	
  the	
  total	
  number	
  of	
  relevant	
  articles	
  because	
  
these	
  articles	
  were	
  collected	
  directly	
  from	
  the	
  publication	
  at	
  the	
  discretion	
  of	
  the	
  researcher.	
  	
  The	
  articles	
  for	
  the	
  New	
  York	
  
Times	
  and	
  USA	
  Today	
  were	
  obtained	
  using	
  a	
  LexisNexis	
  search	
  and	
  then	
  screened	
  by	
  the	
  researcher	
  for	
  relevance	
  to	
  the	
  study.	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
  

The	
  actual	
  analysis	
  of	
  the	
  articles	
  followed	
  Altheide’s	
  (1996)	
  protocol:	
  

1. Pursue	
  a	
  specific	
  problem	
  to	
  be	
  investigated.	
  
2. Become	
  familiar	
  with	
  the	
  process	
  and	
  context	
  of	
  the	
  information	
  source.	
  
3. Become	
  familiar	
  with	
  several	
  (6	
  to	
  10)	
  examples	
  of	
  relevant	
  documents,	
  

noting	
  particularly	
  the	
  format;	
  select	
  a	
  unit	
  of	
  analysis	
  (e.g.,	
  newspaper	
  
articles).	
  

4. List	
  several	
  items	
  or	
  categories	
  (variables)	
  to	
  guide	
  data	
  collection	
  and	
  
draft	
  a	
  protocol	
  (data	
  collection	
  sheet).	
  

5. Test	
  the	
  protocol	
  by	
  collecting	
  data	
  from	
  several	
  documents.	
  
6. Revise	
  the	
  protocol	
  and	
  select	
  several	
  additional	
  cases	
  to	
  further	
  refine	
  

the	
  protocol.	
  
7. Arrive	
  at	
  a	
  sampling	
  rationale	
  and	
  strategy.	
  
8. Collect	
  the	
  data,	
  using	
  preset	
  codes	
  and	
  descriptive	
  examples.	
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9. Perform	
  data	
  analysis,	
  including	
  conceptual	
  refinement	
  and	
  data	
  coding.	
  	
  
Read	
  notes	
  and	
  data	
  repeatedly	
  and	
  thoroughly.	
  

10. Compare	
  and	
  contrast	
  “extremes”	
  and	
  “key	
  differences”	
  within	
  each	
  
category;	
  make	
  textual	
  notes;	
  write	
  brief	
  summaries	
  or	
  overviews	
  of	
  data	
  
for	
  each	
  category.	
  

11. Combine	
  the	
  brief	
  summaries	
  with	
  an	
  example	
  of	
  the	
  typical	
  case	
  as	
  well	
  
as	
  the	
  extremes.	
  	
  Illustrate	
  with	
  materials	
  from	
  the	
  protocol(s)	
  for	
  each	
  
case;	
  note	
  surprises	
  and	
  curiosities.	
  

12. Integrate	
  the	
  findings	
  with	
  your	
  interpretation	
  and	
  key	
  concepts	
  in	
  
another	
  draft.	
  	
  	
  

 
Project	
  

	
   Comprehensive	
  records	
  were	
  kept	
  for	
  tasks	
  required	
  for	
  completion	
  of	
  the	
  

thesis.	
  	
  Table	
  3.4	
  contains	
  time	
  totals	
  for	
  each	
  step	
  of	
  the	
  process.	
  	
  	
  

Table	
  3.4:	
  Project	
  Timesheet	
  
Task	
   Newspaper	
   Time	
  (hours)	
   Totals	
  

Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette	
   22.5	
  
New	
  York	
  Times	
  

Data	
  Collection	
  

USA	
  Today	
  
	
  

1.75	
  
24.25	
  

Organization/adding	
  
hyperlinks	
  to	
  files	
  in	
  Excel	
  

Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette	
   	
  
12.75	
   12.75	
  

Coding	
   Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette	
   	
  
38.25	
   38.25	
  

	
   New	
  York	
  Times	
   16.25	
   16.25	
  
	
   USA	
  Today	
   11	
   11	
  
Article	
  Length	
  Search	
  
Online	
  

Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette	
   	
  
5	
  

	
  
5	
  

Analysis/Discussion	
   All	
  publications	
   55.5	
   55.5	
  
Conclusions	
   All	
  publications	
   10.75	
   10.75	
  
Thesis	
  Editing	
   -­‐-­‐	
   59.35	
   65.35	
  
Totals	
   	
   	
   250.1	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  



	
   28	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

CHAPTER	
  4:	
  FRAMES	
  AND	
  THEMES	
  

Frames	
  

According	
  to	
  Altheide	
  (1996),	
  “Theoretically,	
  frames	
  and	
  themes	
  are	
  crucial	
  

in	
  defining	
  situations	
  and	
  provide	
  much	
  of	
  the	
  rationale	
  for	
  document	
  analysis.	
  	
  

These	
  are	
  the	
  most	
  powerful	
  features	
  of	
  public	
  information,	
  and	
  the	
  study	
  of	
  their	
  

origins,	
  how	
  they	
  change	
  over	
  time,	
  and	
  their	
  taken-­‐for-­‐granted	
  use	
  in	
  everyday	
  life	
  

is	
  essential	
  to	
  understanding	
  the	
  relevance	
  of	
  communication	
  media	
  for	
  our	
  lives,”	
  

(p.	
  31).	
  	
  Because	
  of	
  this,	
  frames	
  and	
  themes	
  were	
  given	
  the	
  most	
  consideration	
  in	
  

this	
  study,	
  though	
  all	
  of	
  the	
  categories	
  for	
  analysis	
  were	
  thoroughly	
  contemplated.	
  	
  	
  	
  

	
   In	
  a	
  nod	
  to	
  the	
  extent	
  of	
  Favre’s	
  popularity,	
  the	
  newspaper	
  articles	
  covering	
  

his	
  retirements	
  were	
  varied	
  and	
  used	
  multiple	
  frames	
  to	
  tell	
  the	
  numerous	
  stories	
  

about	
  him.	
  	
  Each	
  newspaper	
  had	
  a	
  different	
  way	
  of	
  telling	
  these	
  stories,	
  though	
  the	
  

three	
  publications	
  included	
  in	
  the	
  study	
  also	
  shared	
  some	
  commonalities	
  in	
  their	
  

coverage.	
  	
  Altheide	
  (1996)	
  thinks	
  of	
  frames	
  as	
  “broad	
  thematic	
  emphases	
  or	
  

definitions	
  of	
  a	
  report,	
  similar	
  to	
  the	
  border	
  around	
  a	
  picture	
  that	
  separates	
  it	
  from	
  

the	
  wall	
  and	
  from	
  other	
  possibilities,”	
  (p.	
  30).	
  	
  For	
  example,	
  some	
  stories	
  were	
  about	
  

Favre’s	
  athletic	
  achievements,	
  while	
  others	
  focused	
  on	
  his	
  charity	
  work.	
  	
  Different	
  

frames	
  in	
  the	
  study	
  represented	
  these	
  varying	
  aspects	
  of	
  coverage.	
  	
  There	
  were	
  

many	
  different	
  ways	
  of	
  presenting	
  the	
  Favre	
  storyline,	
  highlighting	
  certain	
  issues	
  at	
  

the	
  expense	
  of	
  other	
  possible	
  ways	
  of	
  telling	
  the	
  story.	
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   While	
  percentages	
  and	
  numbers	
  are	
  listed	
  below	
  in	
  relation	
  to	
  the	
  categories	
  

used	
  to	
  analyze	
  the	
  newspaper	
  articles	
  about	
  Favre,	
  it	
  is	
  important	
  to	
  reiterate	
  that	
  

this	
  is	
  not	
  meant	
  to	
  be	
  a	
  quantitative	
  analysis.	
  	
  The	
  numbers	
  are	
  simply	
  used	
  to	
  put	
  

differences	
  and	
  similarities	
  in	
  coverage	
  into	
  perspective.	
  	
  The	
  coding	
  scheme	
  in	
  

Appendix	
  A	
  contains	
  the	
  entire	
  list	
  of	
  frames	
  utilized	
  in	
  the	
  study.	
  	
  

Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  

	
   The	
  most	
  common	
  frame	
  used	
  by	
  the	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  was	
  “Moving	
  

forward,”	
  observed	
  in	
  17.2%	
  of	
  the	
  GBPG	
  articles.	
  	
  This	
  frame	
  put	
  Favre’s	
  (and	
  by	
  

default,	
  the	
  Packers’	
  and/or	
  Jets’	
  in	
  some	
  instances)	
  options	
  and	
  future	
  actions	
  into	
  

perspective	
  and	
  suggested	
  to	
  the	
  reader	
  what	
  might	
  come	
  next	
  in	
  the	
  Favre	
  

storyline.	
  	
  This	
  frame	
  was	
  evident	
  in	
  articles	
  that	
  focused	
  largely	
  on	
  speculation	
  

about	
  Favre’s	
  future.	
  	
  Often,	
  when	
  Favre’s	
  indecision	
  did	
  not	
  offer	
  much	
  substance	
  

for	
  stories,	
  suppositions	
  or	
  theories	
  were	
  presented	
  regarding	
  his	
  future	
  and	
  how	
  

involved	
  parties	
  would	
  be	
  affected.	
  	
  Most	
  of	
  these	
  stories	
  were	
  published	
  in	
  the	
  days	
  

and	
  weeks	
  after	
  Favre’s	
  ‘itch’	
  to	
  return	
  was	
  first	
  publicized,	
  though	
  this	
  frame	
  was	
  

also	
  used	
  immediately	
  after	
  Favre	
  retired	
  from	
  the	
  Packers.	
  	
  	
  

	
  
Figure	
  4.1:	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette,	
  August	
  8,	
  2008,	
  News/Sports	
  (A1,C1,C3)	
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The	
  above	
  excerpt	
  was	
  from	
  an	
  article	
  framed	
  as	
  “Moving	
  forward,”	
  outlining	
  

the	
  situation	
  that	
  materialized	
  between	
  Favre	
  and	
  the	
  Packers	
  after	
  Favre	
  decided	
  

to	
  pursue	
  his	
  football	
  career	
  after	
  initially	
  retiring.	
  	
  	
  The	
  article	
  described	
  the	
  

options	
  for	
  Favre	
  and	
  the	
  Packers,	
  including	
  allowing	
  Favre	
  to	
  attend	
  training	
  camp	
  

and	
  anchor	
  the	
  Packers	
  as	
  he	
  had	
  done	
  for	
  16	
  seasons,	
  paying	
  Favre	
  a	
  sizeable	
  sum	
  

of	
  money	
  in	
  a	
  personal	
  services	
  contract	
  to	
  ensure	
  he	
  remained	
  a	
  retired	
  Green	
  Bay	
  

Packer,	
  or	
  trading	
  Favre,	
  preferably	
  to	
  a	
  team	
  outside	
  the	
  Packer’s	
  division	
  and	
  

conference	
  to	
  avoid	
  a	
  matchup	
  against	
  Favre’s	
  new	
  team	
  during	
  the	
  season.	
  	
  These	
  

options	
  on	
  how	
  the	
  Packers	
  and	
  Favre	
  could	
  move	
  forward	
  were	
  repeatedly	
  

discussed	
  and	
  dissected	
  in	
  the	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  throughout	
  this	
  uncertain	
  

time.	
  	
  

However,	
  there	
  were	
  other	
  instances	
  in	
  which	
  the	
  “Moving	
  forward”	
  frame	
  

was	
  used.	
  

	
  

	
  
Figure	
  4.2:	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette,	
  March	
  8,	
  2008,	
  Sports	
  (C3);	
  Tom	
  Pelissero	
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In	
  this	
  article	
  excerpt,	
  team	
  President	
  Mark	
  Murphy	
  expressed	
  surprise	
  at	
  

Favre’s	
  retirement	
  from	
  the	
  Packers,	
  but	
  ultimately	
  supported	
  Favre’s	
  decision	
  to	
  

bow	
  out	
  at	
  the	
  height	
  of	
  his	
  career	
  to	
  enjoy	
  his	
  future	
  endeavors.	
  	
  	
  

	
   “Judgment”	
  was	
  the	
  second	
  most	
  common	
  frame	
  used	
  by	
  the	
  GBPG.	
  	
  This	
  

frame	
  was	
  observed	
  in	
  16.3%	
  of	
  the	
  Favre	
  stories.	
  	
  The	
  judgment	
  frame	
  was	
  the	
  

newspaper’s	
  way	
  of	
  playing	
  Monday	
  morning	
  quarterback	
  and	
  questioning	
  Favre’s	
  

decisions,	
  praising	
  his	
  choices,	
  or	
  finding	
  a	
  middle	
  ground	
  on	
  the	
  entire	
  situation.	
  	
  

This	
  frame	
  was	
  most	
  often	
  utilized	
  to	
  convey	
  opinions	
  on	
  the	
  situation	
  with	
  Favre’s	
  

desire	
  to	
  return	
  to	
  Green	
  Bay	
  and	
  reclaim	
  the	
  starting	
  quarterback	
  job.	
  	
  However,	
  

judgment	
  was	
  also	
  used	
  to	
  frame	
  stories	
  in	
  the	
  days	
  immediately	
  after	
  Favre’s	
  first	
  

and	
  second	
  retirements,	
  and	
  to	
  critique	
  the	
  Packers’	
  decision	
  to	
  trade	
  Favre	
  to	
  the	
  

Jets.	
  

	
  

	
  
Figure	
  4.3:	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette,	
  July	
  25,	
  2008;	
  Sports	
  (C1);	
  Mike	
  Vandermause	
  

	
  
This	
  excerpt	
  provided	
  an	
  example	
  of	
  the	
  “Judgment”	
  frame,	
  indicating	
  that	
  

despite	
  some	
  vocal	
  naysayers,	
  most	
  of	
  the	
  attendees	
  at	
  the	
  Packers	
  annual	
  meeting	
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supported	
  Ted	
  Thompson’s	
  decision	
  to	
  stick	
  with	
  Rodgers	
  and	
  send	
  Favre	
  packing	
  

to	
  the	
  New	
  York	
  Jets.	
  	
  	
  

Judgment	
  was	
  also	
  obvious	
  in	
  the	
  following	
  excerpt	
  about	
  Favre’s	
  second	
  

retirement,	
  this	
  time	
  from	
  the	
  New	
  York	
  Jets.	
  	
  	
  

	
  	
  
	
  

	
   	
  
Figure	
  4.4:	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette,	
  February	
  12,	
  2009,	
  Sports	
  (B1);	
  Mike	
  Vandermause	
  

	
  
This	
  Mike	
  Vandermause	
  article	
  clearly	
  showed	
  disapproval	
  of	
  Favre’s	
  

decision	
  to	
  return	
  to	
  football	
  as	
  a	
  New	
  York	
  Jet.	
  	
  He	
  cited	
  Favre’s	
  poor	
  play	
  in	
  the	
  

latter	
  half	
  of	
  the	
  season	
  as	
  evidence	
  of	
  his	
  now	
  tarnished	
  legacy—something	
  that	
  

could	
  have	
  been	
  prevented	
  had	
  Favre	
  remained	
  retired.	
  	
  	
  

The	
  third	
  most	
  common	
  frame	
  used	
  was	
  “Celebration/remembrance	
  of	
  

Favre.”	
  	
  This	
  frame	
  showed	
  up	
  in	
  13.5%	
  of	
  the	
  sample	
  GBPG	
  articles	
  on	
  Favre,	
  and	
  

was	
  most	
  commonly	
  observed	
  after	
  Favre’s	
  first	
  retirement.	
  	
  Fans,	
  players,	
  coaches,	
  

family,	
  and	
  everyone	
  in	
  between	
  recounted	
  Favre’s	
  historic,	
  record-­‐setting	
  career,	
  

finding	
  numerous	
  unique	
  and	
  common	
  ways	
  to	
  lavish	
  praise	
  on	
  the	
  legendary	
  

quarterback.	
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Figure	
  4.5:	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette,	
  March	
  5,	
  2008,	
  Special	
  Favre	
  Section	
  (p.	
  5)	
  

This	
  excerpt	
  noted	
  that	
  Favre’s	
  teammates	
  enjoyed	
  his	
  presence	
  and	
  

leadership	
  in	
  the	
  locker	
  room,	
  though	
  many	
  understood	
  the	
  mental	
  fatigue	
  that	
  led	
  

to	
  Favre’s	
  retirement	
  from	
  the	
  Packers.	
  	
  	
  

Even	
  during	
  the	
  months	
  when	
  the	
  standstill	
  between	
  Favre	
  and	
  the	
  Packers	
  

over	
  his	
  desire	
  to	
  return	
  to	
  the	
  NFL	
  reached	
  epic	
  heights,	
  the	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  found	
  

ways	
  to	
  honor	
  Favre	
  in	
  its	
  articles.	
  

	
  
	
  

	
  
Figure	
  4.6:	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette,	
  July	
  20,	
  2008,	
  Main	
  Section	
  (A1-­2)	
  

	
  
As	
  this	
  excerpt	
  recounted,	
  Favre	
  was	
  a	
  presenter	
  for	
  his	
  friend	
  and	
  former	
  

teammate,	
  Frank	
  Winters,	
  at	
  the	
  Packers	
  Hall	
  of	
  Fame	
  induction	
  ceremony.	
  	
  Favre	
  

received	
  the	
  team’s	
  Most	
  Valuable	
  Player	
  award	
  for	
  the	
  2007-­‐2008	
  season	
  at	
  the	
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ceremony	
  as	
  well.	
  	
  Though	
  the	
  Packers	
  and	
  Favre	
  were	
  most	
  decidedly	
  having	
  their	
  

differences	
  at	
  this	
  point,	
  there	
  was	
  no	
  disputing	
  that	
  Favre	
  had	
  been	
  the	
  key	
  to	
  the	
  

previous	
  season’s	
  success,	
  and	
  he	
  was	
  praised	
  for	
  his	
  performance	
  and	
  

contributions	
  to	
  the	
  Packers.	
  	
  	
  

The	
  frame	
  “Favre	
  vs.	
  Rodgers—Comparisons	
  and	
  Competition”	
  was	
  the	
  

fourth	
  most	
  common	
  frame	
  in	
  the	
  GBPG	
  coverage,	
  utilized	
  8.8%	
  of	
  the	
  time.	
  	
  As	
  this	
  

frame	
  straightforwardly	
  suggests,	
  Favre	
  and	
  his	
  successor,	
  Aaron	
  Rodgers,	
  were	
  

closely	
  compared	
  and	
  contrasted.	
  	
  The	
  Press	
  Gazette,	
  like	
  many	
  Green	
  Bay	
  fans	
  and	
  

residents,	
  could	
  not	
  help	
  but	
  break	
  down	
  the	
  situation	
  into	
  a	
  matchup	
  between	
  the	
  

two	
  quarterbacks.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

	
  

	
  
Figure	
  4.7:	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette,	
  August	
  4,	
  2008,	
  Sports	
  (C1)	
  

	
   	
  
	
   This	
  article	
  suggested	
  that	
  while	
  Aaron	
  Rodgers	
  had	
  expressed	
  his	
  

preparedness	
  for	
  a	
  quarterback	
  competition	
  with	
  Favre,	
  the	
  skills	
  he	
  showed	
  off	
  at	
  a	
  

pre-­‐season	
  scrimmage	
  did	
  not	
  instill	
  much	
  confidence	
  in	
  observers.	
  	
  The	
  article	
  

essentially	
  counted	
  Rodgers	
  out	
  in	
  a	
  one-­‐on-­‐one	
  competition	
  with	
  Favre.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
   	
  

These	
  four	
  frames	
  (Moving	
  forward,	
  Judgment,	
  Celebration/remembrance	
  of	
  

Favre,	
  and	
  Favre	
  vs.	
  Rodgers—comparisons	
  and	
  competition)	
  accounted	
  for	
  over	
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half	
  of	
  the	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  stories	
  about	
  Favre—56%	
  of	
  stories	
  (120	
  articles	
  

of	
  212)	
  used	
  these	
  frames.	
  	
  However,	
  it	
  is	
  important	
  to	
  remember	
  that	
  the	
  most	
  

common	
  frames	
  were	
  not	
  necessarily	
  the	
  most	
  important.	
  	
  The	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  used	
  

numerous	
  other	
  frames	
  to	
  structure	
  the	
  remaining	
  stories,	
  many	
  of	
  which	
  were	
  

unique	
  and	
  contributed	
  to	
  the	
  richness	
  of	
  the	
  Favre	
  coverage.	
  	
  	
  

For	
  example,	
  the	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  was	
  the	
  only	
  publication	
  to	
  use	
  the	
  

frame	
  “Favre’s	
  early	
  career	
  (high	
  school	
  and	
  college	
  days),”	
  and	
  this	
  idea	
  only	
  

structured	
  one	
  story.	
  	
  However,	
  the	
  frame	
  and	
  corresponding	
  article	
  gave	
  

important,	
  rare	
  details	
  on	
  Favre’s	
  formative	
  years.	
  	
  	
  

	
  
	
  

	
  
Figure	
  4.8:	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette,	
  March	
  9,	
  2008,	
  Special	
  Favre	
  Section	
  (pp.	
  4-­5)	
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The	
  excerpt	
  above,	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  the	
  entire	
  article,	
  focused	
  on	
  the	
  utter	
  

implausibility	
  that	
  Favre	
  would	
  go	
  on	
  to	
  play	
  college	
  football	
  at	
  all.	
  	
  Apparently	
  the	
  

offense	
  favored	
  by	
  his	
  high	
  school	
  head	
  coach	
  (who	
  just	
  happened	
  to	
  be	
  Favre’s	
  

father,	
  Irvin)	
  consisted	
  of	
  mostly	
  running	
  plays.	
  	
  In	
  fact,	
  when	
  Mark	
  McHale,	
  a	
  

recruiter	
  from	
  the	
  University	
  of	
  Southern	
  Mississippi	
  came	
  to	
  watch	
  him	
  play,	
  Favre	
  

threw	
  only	
  four	
  passes	
  in	
  two	
  games.	
  	
  However,	
  Favre’s	
  arm	
  strength	
  was	
  

unmistakable.	
  	
  Against	
  all	
  odds,	
  McHale	
  convinced	
  Southern	
  Mississippi	
  to	
  offer	
  

Favre	
  a	
  scholarship	
  for	
  a	
  defensive	
  linebacker	
  position.	
  	
  The	
  rest	
  was	
  history.	
  	
  

While	
  it	
  was	
  the	
  only	
  sample	
  article	
  from	
  any	
  of	
  the	
  publications	
  that	
  focused	
  

on	
  Favre’s	
  early	
  career,	
  this	
  one	
  story	
  shed	
  light	
  on	
  an	
  important	
  and	
  improbable	
  

chapter	
  in	
  Favre’s	
  story,	
  and	
  allowed	
  the	
  reader	
  to	
  enter	
  into	
  a	
  deeper	
  

understanding	
  of	
  just	
  how	
  special	
  Favre’s	
  career	
  was	
  from	
  the	
  very	
  beginning.	
  	
  

Another	
  frame	
  minimally	
  used	
  in	
  GBPG	
  sample	
  articles	
  was	
  “Favre’s	
  

charitable	
  side,”	
  observed	
  in	
  just	
  three	
  stories.	
  	
  It	
  was	
  no	
  secret	
  that	
  Favre	
  and	
  his	
  

family	
  used	
  their	
  extensive	
  fame	
  to	
  generously	
  give	
  back	
  to	
  those	
  less	
  fortunate,	
  and	
  	
  	
  

the	
  few	
  articles	
  that	
  did	
  focus	
  on	
  this	
  facet	
  of	
  Favre’s	
  life	
  were	
  poignant.	
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Figure	
  4.9:	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette,	
  March	
  7,	
  2008,	
  News	
  (A2)	
  

This	
  excerpt	
  highlighted	
  the	
  children	
  to	
  whom	
  Favre	
  was	
  introduced	
  through	
  

the	
  Make-­‐A-­‐Wish	
  Foundation.	
  	
  Though	
  these	
  kids’	
  dreams	
  were	
  granted	
  when	
  they	
  

got	
  to	
  meet	
  Favre,	
  attend	
  a	
  Packer	
  game,	
  or	
  tour	
  the	
  locker	
  room	
  with	
  him,	
  Favre	
  

often	
  noted	
  that	
  he	
  got	
  far	
  more	
  out	
  of	
  the	
  meetings	
  than	
  the	
  children.	
  	
  Favre’s	
  

charity,	
  the	
  Favre	
  Fourward	
  Foundation,	
  also	
  aided	
  worthy	
  causes	
  in	
  both	
  

Wisconsin	
  and	
  Mississippi.	
  	
  This	
  frame,	
  though	
  not	
  popularly	
  utilized,	
  allowed	
  

readers	
  to	
  see	
  a	
  side	
  of	
  Favre	
  that	
  had	
  nothing	
  to	
  do	
  with	
  his	
  athleticism.	
  	
  	
  

The	
  variety	
  and	
  breadth	
  of	
  frames	
  utilized	
  in	
  telling	
  Favre’s	
  story	
  speaks	
  to	
  

the	
  incredible	
  popularity	
  he	
  enjoyed	
  in	
  Green	
  Bay,	
  both	
  as	
  an	
  athlete	
  and	
  a	
  person.	
  	
  

Again,	
  despite	
  the	
  relative	
  lack	
  of	
  use	
  of	
  frames	
  like	
  “Favre’s	
  early	
  career”	
  and	
  

“Favre’s	
  charitable	
  side,”	
  stories	
  that	
  focused	
  on	
  these	
  aspects	
  of	
  Favre’s	
  life	
  offered	
  

unique	
  insight	
  and	
  showcased	
  additional	
  reasons	
  that	
  Favre	
  was	
  not	
  an	
  average	
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athlete—and	
  that	
  justified	
  studying	
  Favre	
  in	
  the	
  first	
  place.	
  	
  While	
  little-­‐used	
  frames	
  

could	
  have	
  been	
  coded	
  in	
  a	
  miscellaneous	
  or	
  “other”	
  category,	
  each	
  frame	
  was	
  

highlighted	
  to	
  emphasize	
  the	
  variety	
  of	
  the	
  Favre	
  coverage	
  and	
  the	
  extremely	
  varied	
  

ways	
  to	
  tell	
  the	
  Favre	
  story.	
  	
  	
  	
  

New	
  York	
  Times	
  

	
   The	
  most	
  used	
  frame	
  in	
  the	
  New	
  York	
  Times	
  coverage	
  of	
  the	
  Favre	
  storyline	
  

was	
  “Remarriage,”	
  structuring	
  18%	
  of	
  the	
  articles.	
  	
  This	
  included	
  stories	
  focused	
  

largely	
  on	
  Favre’s	
  journey	
  to	
  the	
  New	
  York	
  Jets,	
  including	
  the	
  steps	
  taken	
  by	
  Favre,	
  

the	
  Packers,	
  and	
  the	
  Jets	
  for	
  this	
  unlikely	
  scenario	
  to	
  play	
  out.	
  	
  The	
  frame	
  also	
  

included	
  reactions	
  to	
  Brett	
  the	
  Jet	
  (around	
  the	
  NFL	
  and	
  beyond),	
  Favre’s	
  milestone	
  

performances	
  with	
  the	
  Jets,	
  and	
  updates	
  on	
  Favre’s	
  season	
  in	
  New	
  York.	
  	
  This	
  was	
  

understandable,	
  as	
  the	
  Times	
  became	
  Favre’s	
  hometown	
  paper	
  after	
  his	
  exile	
  from	
  

Green	
  Bay.	
  	
  The	
  union	
  between	
  Favre	
  and	
  the	
  Jets	
  was	
  not	
  only	
  nationally	
  

interesting,	
  but	
  also	
  clearly	
  gained	
  importance	
  for	
  the	
  more	
  immediate,	
  local	
  region	
  

that	
  the	
  paper	
  served,	
  even	
  though	
  it	
  was	
  considered	
  a	
  national	
  publication.	
  	
  	
  

	
  

	
  
Figure	
  4.10:	
  New	
  York	
  Times,	
  August	
  17,	
  2008,	
  Sports	
  (p.	
  13)2	
  

	
   This	
  particular	
  excerpt	
  praised	
  Favre	
  early	
  in	
  his	
  season	
  with	
  the	
  Jets,	
  

offering	
  comparisons	
  to	
  Favre’s	
  exceptional	
  performances	
  for	
  the	
  Packers	
  over	
  the	
  

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
2	
  All	
  New	
  York	
  Times	
  and	
  USA	
  Today	
  sample	
  articles	
  included	
  in	
  the	
  text	
  are	
  screenshot	
  copies	
  of	
  the	
  
articles	
  from	
  the	
  online	
  versions	
  of	
  each	
  publication;	
  this	
  was	
  done	
  solely	
  for	
  readability	
  purposes.	
  
The	
  text	
  content	
  of	
  each	
  online	
  version	
  is	
  exactly	
  the	
  same	
  as	
  the	
  print	
  version.	
  	
  However,	
  the	
  dates	
  of	
  
the	
  online	
  articles	
  may	
  differ	
  from	
  the	
  print	
  versions	
  due	
  to	
  the	
  speed	
  of	
  online	
  publication.	
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years.	
  	
  The	
  article	
  also	
  pointed	
  out	
  that	
  despite	
  taking	
  a	
  hard	
  hit	
  on	
  the	
  Jets’	
  first	
  

offensive	
  series	
  in	
  the	
  game	
  outlined	
  above,	
  the	
  NFL’s	
  Ironman	
  wasn’t	
  the	
  least	
  bit	
  

fazed.	
  	
  In	
  this	
  game,	
  Favre	
  delivered	
  exactly	
  what	
  the	
  Jets	
  expected	
  from	
  him.	
  	
  	
  	
  

The	
  frame	
  “Favre	
  as	
  a	
  reference	
  point	
  for	
  others”	
  was	
  second	
  most	
  

commonly	
  used	
  by	
  the	
  Times,	
  and	
  was	
  seen	
  in	
  13%	
  of	
  articles.	
  	
  Retirees	
  like	
  Drew	
  

Bledsoe	
  (NFL),	
  Annika	
  Sorenstam	
  (LPGA),	
  and	
  Michael	
  Strahan	
  (NFL)	
  were	
  all	
  

discussed	
  within	
  the	
  context	
  of	
  Favre’s	
  retirement.	
  

	
  

	
  
Figure	
  4.11:	
  New	
  York	
  Times,	
  May	
  14,	
  2008,	
  Sports	
  (D1)	
  

That	
  Sorenstam	
  referenced	
  Favre’s	
  press	
  conference	
  to	
  help	
  readers	
  and	
  

viewers	
  understand	
  her	
  own	
  reasons	
  for	
  retirement	
  spoke	
  to	
  Favre’s	
  popularity,	
  

and	
  not	
  just	
  in	
  the	
  National	
  Football	
  League.	
  	
  Well-­‐known	
  stars	
  from	
  many	
  different	
  

sports	
  found	
  Favre’s	
  retirement	
  meaningful	
  enough	
  to	
  apply	
  to	
  their	
  own	
  careers.	
  	
  

One	
  of	
  the	
  third	
  most	
  used	
  frames	
  observed	
  in	
  the	
  NYT	
  was	
  “Moving	
  

forward,”	
  identified	
  in	
  11%	
  of	
  the	
  stories	
  on	
  Favre.	
  Again,	
  this	
  frame	
  put	
  forth	
  the	
  

options	
  for	
  both	
  Favre	
  and	
  the	
  Packers	
  during	
  a	
  tumultuous	
  time	
  and	
  speculated	
  on	
  

the	
  steps	
  that	
  might	
  be	
  taken	
  by	
  Favre,	
  the	
  Packers,	
  or	
  those	
  teams	
  interested	
  in	
  

signing	
  Favre.	
  	
  Because	
  of	
  the	
  national	
  interest	
  in	
  the	
  story,	
  it	
  was	
  not	
  surprising	
  

that	
  this	
  frame	
  was	
  commonly	
  used	
  to	
  structure	
  articles.	
  	
  This	
  was	
  especially	
  true	
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when	
  the	
  New	
  York	
  Jets	
  became	
  a	
  viable	
  relocation	
  destination	
  for	
  Favre	
  after	
  Green	
  

Bay	
  rejected	
  his	
  request	
  to	
  return.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

	
  
Figure	
  4.12:	
  New	
  York	
  Times,	
  July	
  13,	
  2008,	
  Sports	
  (p.	
  6)	
  

	
  
	
   As	
  this	
  excerpt	
  showed,	
  during	
  the	
  uncertain	
  time	
  when	
  Favre	
  and	
  the	
  

Packers	
  seemed	
  miles	
  away	
  from	
  reaching	
  a	
  decision	
  that	
  was	
  agreeable	
  to	
  both	
  

parties,	
  speculation	
  was	
  rampant	
  in	
  newspaper	
  coverage	
  of	
  the	
  story.	
  Numerous	
  

other	
  sample	
  articles	
  guessed	
  at	
  which	
  teams	
  might	
  be	
  a	
  good	
  fit	
  for	
  Favre	
  without	
  

forcing	
  the	
  Packers	
  to	
  face	
  him	
  during	
  the	
  regular	
  season	
  or	
  playoffs.	
  	
  	
  

The	
  frame	
  “Mass	
  media	
  coverage	
  of	
  Favre”	
  was	
  also	
  used	
  in	
  11%	
  of	
  New	
  York	
  

Times	
  sample	
  articles	
  on	
  Favre.	
  	
  This	
  frame	
  included	
  the	
  many	
  stories	
  that	
  focused	
  

on	
  the	
  intense	
  media	
  scrutiny	
  received	
  by	
  anything	
  Favre-­‐related	
  during	
  the	
  one-­‐

year	
  period	
  between	
  his	
  retirements.	
  	
  Interestingly,	
  the	
  mass	
  media	
  commented	
  on	
  

its	
  own	
  reporting	
  of	
  this	
  story,	
  and	
  did	
  so	
  quite	
  often.	
  	
  News	
  on	
  Favre	
  was	
  in	
  high	
  

demand,	
  and	
  the	
  media	
  found	
  creative	
  ways	
  to	
  fill	
  the	
  void	
  when	
  there	
  was	
  little	
  or	
  

no	
  new	
  information.	
  	
  Lack	
  of	
  story	
  was	
  often	
  the	
  case,	
  since	
  days	
  passed	
  with	
  no	
  

break	
  in	
  the	
  stalemate	
  between	
  Favre	
  and	
  the	
  Packers.	
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Figure	
  4.13:	
  New	
  York	
  Times,	
  August	
  5,	
  2008,	
  Sports	
  (D1)	
  

Because	
  of	
  the	
  enormous	
  interest	
  in	
  the	
  story,	
  however,	
  daily	
  articles	
  were	
  

published	
  containing	
  few	
  facts	
  and	
  no	
  new	
  information.	
  	
  The	
  above	
  excerpt	
  was	
  

from	
  an	
  article	
  that	
  criticized	
  an	
  ESPN	
  ‘breaking	
  news	
  story’,	
  for	
  little	
  happened	
  in	
  

the	
  nearly	
  three	
  hours	
  that	
  the	
  network’s	
  reporters	
  broadcast	
  live	
  from	
  Green	
  Bay.	
  	
  

At	
  the	
  time,	
  fans	
  anxiously	
  awaited	
  Favre’s	
  return,	
  possibly	
  to	
  reclaim	
  his	
  starting	
  

job	
  from	
  Aaron	
  Rodgers.	
  	
  	
  

The	
  frame	
  “Favre’s	
  durability”	
  was	
  the	
  fifth	
  most	
  popular	
  used	
  in	
  the	
  New	
  

York	
  Times	
  coverage	
  of	
  the	
  Favre	
  storyline,	
  observed	
  in	
  9%	
  of	
  the	
  sample	
  articles.	
  	
  

Despite	
  his	
  reign	
  as	
  the	
  NFL’s	
  Ironman,	
  having	
  never	
  missed	
  a	
  start	
  in	
  16	
  seasons	
  

with	
  the	
  Packers,	
  Favre’s	
  struggles	
  at	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  his	
  season	
  with	
  the	
  Jets	
  raised	
  

serious	
  questions	
  about	
  his	
  resilience.	
  	
  It	
  was	
  not	
  surprising	
  that	
  the	
  New	
  York	
  Times	
  

structured	
  many	
  stories	
  using	
  this	
  frame,	
  as	
  Favre’s	
  steady	
  decline	
  down	
  the	
  stretch	
  

was	
  a	
  main	
  factor	
  in	
  the	
  Jets	
  narrowly	
  missing	
  the	
  playoffs,	
  a	
  salient	
  topic	
  in	
  New	
  

York.	
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Figure	
  4.14:	
  New	
  York	
  Times,	
  December	
  25,	
  2008,	
  Sports	
  (B11)	
  

This	
  excerpt	
  was	
  from	
  the	
  first	
  of	
  the	
  New	
  York	
  Times	
  articles	
  that	
  questioned	
  

Favre’s	
  physical	
  abilities	
  on	
  the	
  field	
  and	
  suggested	
  that	
  maybe	
  Favre’s	
  magic	
  had	
  

slipped	
  away	
  with	
  his	
  age.	
  	
  This	
  and	
  other	
  similar	
  articles	
  focused	
  on	
  Favre’s	
  

nagging	
  biceps	
  tendon	
  injury	
  and	
  suggested	
  that	
  it	
  was	
  time—again—for	
  Favre	
  to	
  

hang	
  up	
  his	
  cleats.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

Collectively,	
  these	
  five	
  frames	
  (Remarriage,	
  Favre	
  as	
  a	
  reference	
  point	
  for	
  

others,	
  Moving	
  forward,	
  Mass	
  media	
  coverage	
  of	
  Favre,	
  and	
  Favre’s	
  durability)	
  

accounted	
  for	
  62%	
  of	
  the	
  NYT	
  stories	
  on	
  Favre	
  (27	
  articles).	
  	
  However,	
  similar	
  to	
  

results	
  of	
  the	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  coverage,	
  there	
  were	
  other	
  frames	
  used	
  less	
  

often	
  but	
  undoubtedly	
  added	
  depth	
  to	
  the	
  Favre	
  storyline.	
  	
  	
  

For	
  example,	
  the	
  frame	
  “Big	
  Adjustments	
  Ahead	
  for	
  Favre	
  with	
  Jets”	
  was	
  used	
  

just	
  one	
  time.	
  	
  This	
  frame	
  outlined	
  the	
  challenges	
  that	
  Favre	
  faced	
  as	
  he	
  joined	
  the	
  

Jets	
  organization	
  last	
  minute,	
  having	
  little	
  familiarity	
  with	
  their	
  offensive	
  scheme,	
  

not	
  to	
  mention	
  the	
  Jets	
  players,	
  his	
  new	
  home	
  city,	
  and	
  even	
  the	
  stadium	
  in	
  which	
  he	
  

would	
  try	
  to	
  work	
  his	
  magic.	
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Figure	
  4.15:	
  New	
  York	
  Times,	
  August	
  14,	
  2008,	
  Sports	
  (D10)	
  

This	
  particular	
  article	
  excerpt	
  highlighted	
  a	
  unique	
  situation	
  with	
  Laveranues	
  

Coles,	
  a	
  wide	
  receiver	
  for	
  the	
  Jets,	
  and	
  favorite	
  target	
  (not	
  to	
  mention	
  best	
  friend)	
  of	
  

quarterback	
  Chad	
  Pennington,	
  who	
  was	
  traded	
  to	
  the	
  Miami	
  Dolphins	
  to	
  make	
  room	
  

for	
  Favre	
  on	
  the	
  Jets’	
  roster.	
  	
  Coles	
  was	
  so	
  upset	
  by	
  the	
  situation	
  that	
  he	
  refused	
  to	
  

speak	
  with	
  the	
  media	
  on	
  the	
  topic	
  and	
  kept	
  his	
  distance	
  from	
  Favre.	
  Favre	
  did	
  what	
  

he	
  could	
  to	
  initiate	
  a	
  relationship	
  with	
  Coles,	
  though	
  the	
  wake	
  of	
  destruction	
  left	
  by	
  

the	
  entire	
  saga	
  wore	
  on	
  many	
  of	
  his	
  Jets	
  teammates.	
  	
  	
  For	
  Favre,	
  who	
  enjoyed	
  close	
  

friendships	
  with	
  teammates	
  and	
  locker	
  room	
  camaraderie	
  during	
  his	
  time	
  with	
  the	
  

Packers,	
  this	
  was	
  another	
  big	
  adjustment,	
  albeit	
  one	
  that	
  didn’t	
  receive	
  much	
  

attention	
  in	
  the	
  Times	
  coverage.	
  

While	
  the	
  analysis	
  protocol	
  for	
  the	
  New	
  York	
  Times	
  sample	
  articles	
  was	
  the	
  

same	
  as	
  for	
  the	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  stories,	
  it	
  is	
  important	
  to	
  note	
  the	
  smaller	
  total	
  number	
  

of	
  stories	
  in	
  the	
  Times	
  (45	
  total).	
  	
  Had	
  a	
  few	
  stories	
  here	
  and	
  there	
  been	
  structured	
  

differently,	
  the	
  most	
  common	
  frames	
  could	
  have	
  turned	
  out	
  differently.	
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USA	
  Today	
  

“Moving	
  forward”	
  was	
  the	
  most	
  popular	
  frame	
  used	
  to	
  structure	
  USA	
  Today’s	
  

sample	
  articles	
  on	
  Favre,	
  observed	
  in	
  20%	
  of	
  stories.	
  	
  	
  

	
  

	
  
Figure	
  4.16:	
  USA	
  Today,	
  July	
  29,	
  2008,	
  Sports	
  (1C);	
  Jarrett	
  Bell	
  

	
   This	
  excerpt	
  was	
  from	
  a	
  typical	
  article	
  that	
  embodied	
  the	
  “Moving	
  forward”	
  

focus	
  of	
  many	
  other	
  USA	
  Today	
  stories.	
  	
  Again,	
  the	
  moving	
  forward	
  frame	
  included	
  

the	
  numerous	
  options	
  for	
  Favre	
  and	
  the	
  Packers	
  and	
  speculation	
  on	
  how	
  the	
  drama	
  

would	
  play	
  out	
  after	
  Favre	
  was	
  determined	
  to	
  return	
  to	
  the	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Packers	
  in	
  a	
  

playing	
  capacity.	
  	
  The	
  outcome	
  of	
  the	
  Favre	
  situation	
  was	
  nationally	
  significant,	
  and	
  

despite	
  the	
  lack	
  of	
  closure	
  on	
  the	
  situation	
  at	
  the	
  time,	
  there	
  was	
  still	
  a	
  need	
  to	
  

update	
  the	
  situation	
  in	
  the	
  news	
  media.	
   	
  

One	
  of	
  the	
  second	
  most	
  common	
  frames	
  (utilized	
  in	
  16%	
  of	
  the	
  sample)	
  used	
  

in	
  the	
  USA	
  Today	
  sample	
  articles	
  on	
  Favre	
  was	
  “Favre	
  as	
  a	
  reference	
  point	
  for	
  

others.”	
  	
  This	
  frame	
  encompassed	
  people	
  not	
  normally	
  associated	
  with	
  Favre	
  or	
  the	
  

NFL	
  using	
  Favre’s	
  well-­‐known	
  situation	
  to	
  help	
  an	
  audience	
  understand	
  their	
  own	
  

circumstances.	
  	
  	
  Dale	
  Jarrett	
  (NASCAR),	
  Steve	
  McNair	
  (NFL),	
  Bill	
  and	
  Hillary	
  Clinton,	
  

and	
  Rusty	
  Wallace	
  (NASCAR)	
  sympathized	
  with	
  or	
  acted	
  like	
  Favre	
  in	
  one	
  way	
  or	
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another,	
  despite	
  the	
  apparent	
  lack	
  of	
  similarity	
  between	
  Favre’s	
  situation	
  and	
  car	
  

racing	
  or	
  politics.	
  

	
  

	
  
Figure	
  4.17:	
  USA	
  Today,	
  October	
  2,	
  2008,	
  Sports	
  (13C),	
  no	
  author	
  listed	
  

In	
  the	
  above	
  excerpt,	
  Favre’s	
  return	
  to	
  the	
  NFL	
  was	
  cited	
  as	
  a	
  reason	
  for	
  

Rusty	
  Wallace	
  to	
  come	
  out	
  of	
  retirement	
  and	
  rejoin	
  the	
  NASCAR	
  circuit.	
  	
  (Wallace	
  

ultimately	
  remained	
  retired).	
  

However,	
  sports	
  articles	
  were	
  not	
  the	
  only	
  hiding	
  place	
  for	
  Favre	
  references.	
  	
  	
  

	
  

	
  
	
  

	
  
Figure	
  4.18:	
  USA	
  Today,	
  August	
  28,	
  2008,	
  News	
  (1A),	
  Susan	
  Page	
  

This	
  political	
  reference,	
  likening	
  the	
  Clinton’s	
  to	
  Brett	
  Favre	
  in	
  their	
  

collective	
  moments	
  of	
  indecision,	
  was	
  both	
  relevant	
  and	
  surprising.	
  	
  Clearly,	
  

knowledge	
  about	
  Favre’s	
  situation	
  reached	
  well	
  beyond	
  the	
  sports	
  arena.	
  	
  There	
  is	
  a	
  

chance	
  that	
  Favre	
  may	
  forever	
  be	
  a	
  go-­‐to	
  reference	
  for	
  people	
  trying	
  to	
  convey	
  

indecision,	
  as	
  he	
  clearly	
  was	
  in	
  this	
  example.	
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   The	
  “Judgment”	
  frame	
  was	
  also	
  used	
  in	
  16%	
  of	
  USA	
  Today	
  stories.	
  This	
  frame	
  

offered	
  opinions	
  and	
  criticisms	
  on	
  the	
  Favre	
  situation,	
  sometimes	
  placing	
  blame	
  on	
  

Favre	
  and/or	
  the	
  Packers,	
  and	
  other	
  times	
  expressing	
  approval	
  of	
  Favre’s	
  decision	
  

to	
  return	
  to	
  the	
  NFL.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  
Figure	
  4.19:	
  USA	
  Today,	
  July	
  16,	
  2008,	
  Sports	
  (3C);	
  Drew	
  Sharp	
  

	
   The	
  judgment	
  made	
  in	
  this	
  excerpt,	
  for	
  example,	
  was	
  that	
  Favre	
  has	
  every	
  

right	
  to	
  change	
  his	
  mind	
  and	
  would	
  likely	
  be	
  welcomed	
  back	
  by	
  the	
  Packers	
  for	
  the	
  

2008-­‐2009	
  season.	
  	
  As	
  we	
  know,	
  however,	
  this	
  turned	
  out	
  to	
  be	
  incorrect.	
  	
  	
  

The	
  “Celebration/remembrance	
  of	
  Favre”	
  frame	
  was	
  used	
  in	
  12%	
  of	
  articles,	
  

as	
  was	
  the	
  “Divorce”	
  frame.	
  	
  	
  The	
  “Celebration/remembrance”	
  story	
  structure	
  put	
  

Favre	
  on	
  a	
  pedestal,	
  marveled	
  at	
  his	
  numerous	
  accomplishments,	
  recounted	
  his	
  

greatest	
  games,	
  and	
  praised	
  his	
  seemingly	
  superhuman	
  abilities	
  on	
  the	
  field.	
  	
  These	
  

tributes	
  came	
  even	
  after	
  a	
  dismal,	
  disappointing	
  end	
  to	
  his	
  single	
  season	
  with	
  the	
  

Jets.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

	
  

	
  



	
   47	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  
Figure	
  4.20:	
  USA	
  Today,	
  February	
  12,	
  2009,	
  Sports	
  (1C)	
  

An	
  example	
  of	
  a	
  standard	
  celebratory	
  article,	
  this	
  excerpt	
  outlined	
  Favre’s	
  

second	
  (and	
  he	
  claimed,	
  final)	
  retirement.	
  	
  It	
  included	
  his	
  many	
  records	
  and	
  

accolades,	
  and	
  his	
  plans	
  for	
  the	
  future,	
  which	
  entailed	
  doing	
  “nothing.”	
  	
  	
  

The	
  “Divorce”	
  frame	
  offered	
  one	
  of	
  a	
  few	
  different	
  ways	
  to	
  structure	
  articles	
  

about	
  Favre	
  joining	
  the	
  Jets.	
  	
  While	
  some	
  sample	
  articles	
  honed	
  in	
  on	
  his	
  

“Remarriage”	
  to	
  the	
  new	
  team,	
  it	
  was	
  more	
  common	
  that	
  his	
  split	
  from	
  the	
  Packers	
  

was	
  the	
  focus	
  of	
  the	
  USA	
  Today	
  articles.	
  	
  

	
  

Figure	
  4.21:	
  USA	
  Today,	
  August	
  7,	
  2008;	
  Sports	
  (12C);	
  Skip	
  Wood	
  

The	
  above	
  excerpt	
  was	
  a	
  typical	
  example	
  of	
  an	
  article	
  framed	
  by	
  “Divorce,”	
  

focusing	
  on	
  the	
  improbable	
  and	
  ugly	
  break	
  up	
  between	
  Favre	
  and	
  the	
  team	
  he	
  had	
  

anchored	
  for	
  sixteen	
  years.	
  	
  Sports	
  players	
  and	
  their	
  teams	
  part	
  ways	
  every	
  season,	
  

for	
  a	
  variety	
  of	
  reasons.	
  	
  However,	
  the	
  bond	
  between	
  Favre	
  and	
  the	
  Packers	
  wasn’t	
  

an	
  everyday	
  association—it	
  was	
  an	
  almost	
  two	
  decade	
  long	
  affair,	
  and	
  this	
  qualified	
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it	
  as	
  a	
  relationship,	
  not	
  just	
  a	
  contractual	
  agreement.	
  	
  Favre’s	
  departure	
  truly	
  was	
  

divorce-­‐like	
  in	
  many	
  of	
  its	
  characteristics.	
  	
  	
  

These	
  five	
  frames	
  (Moving	
  forward,	
  Favre	
  as	
  a	
  reference	
  point	
  for	
  others,	
  

Judgment,	
  Celebration/remembrance	
  of	
  Favre,	
  and	
  Divorce)	
  were	
  used	
  in	
  over	
  

three-­‐quarters	
  (76%,	
  or	
  19	
  articles)	
  of	
  the	
  USA	
  Today	
  stories	
  on	
  Favre.	
  	
  However,	
  

the	
  small	
  number	
  of	
  overall	
  articles	
  suggested	
  that	
  the	
  most	
  common	
  frames	
  could	
  

have	
  easily	
  turned	
  out	
  differently	
  had	
  a	
  few	
  stories	
  been	
  added	
  or	
  omitted	
  from	
  the	
  

sample.	
  	
  Despite	
  this,	
  it	
  is	
  important	
  to	
  note	
  that	
  the	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  and	
  the	
  

New	
  York	
  Times	
  coverage	
  was	
  more	
  diverse	
  than	
  USA	
  Today	
  as	
  far	
  as	
  using	
  unique	
  

frames.	
  	
  USA	
  Today	
  used	
  the	
  smallest	
  number	
  of	
  frames	
  and	
  did	
  not	
  utilize	
  any	
  

frames	
  besides	
  those	
  also	
  observed	
  in	
  the	
  coverage	
  of	
  the	
  other	
  two	
  publications,	
  

suggesting	
  that	
  USA	
  Today	
  told	
  the	
  most	
  salient	
  parts	
  of	
  the	
  Favre	
  storyline	
  in	
  its	
  

coverage,	
  but	
  nothing	
  further.	
  	
  

Collective	
  Thoughts	
  on	
  Frames	
  in	
  All	
  Three	
  Publications	
  

Taken	
  as	
  a	
  whole,	
  the	
  articles	
  from	
  each	
  of	
  the	
  three	
  newspapers	
  did	
  show	
  

some	
  patterns.	
  	
  All	
  three	
  publications	
  used	
  “Moving	
  forward”	
  in	
  their	
  top	
  five	
  

frames,	
  offering	
  their	
  takes	
  on	
  options	
  for	
  Favre	
  and	
  the	
  Packers,	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  

informed	
  guesses	
  as	
  to	
  what	
  direction	
  the	
  situation	
  might	
  take	
  towards	
  a	
  resolution.	
  	
  

The	
  nature	
  of	
  the	
  Favre	
  storyline	
  made	
  this	
  an	
  obvious	
  choice,	
  as	
  immense	
  interest	
  

about	
  Favre	
  and	
  his	
  future	
  plans	
  was	
  generated,	
  both	
  before	
  and	
  after	
  his	
  first	
  

retirement.	
  	
  	
  

However,	
  there	
  were	
  far	
  fewer	
  stories	
  published	
  in	
  both	
  the	
  New	
  York	
  Times	
  

and	
  USA	
  Today	
  than	
  in	
  the	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  using	
  this	
  frame.	
  	
  This	
  was	
  understandable,	
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as	
  the	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  was	
  Favre’s	
  hometown	
  newspaper	
  at	
  the	
  time.	
  	
  Also,	
  the	
  GBPG’s	
  

audience	
  members,	
  an	
  overwhelming	
  number	
  of	
  whom	
  were	
  Packer	
  fans,	
  had	
  a	
  

vested	
  interest	
  in	
  the	
  situation.	
  	
  “Moving	
  forward”	
  was	
  a	
  common	
  way	
  to	
  frame	
  

Press	
  Gazette	
  articles	
  since	
  speculation	
  on	
  potential	
  teams	
  for	
  Favre,	
  the	
  

management’s	
  decisions	
  on	
  the	
  situation,	
  and	
  other	
  angles	
  offered	
  ways	
  the	
  

situation	
  could	
  be	
  meaningfully	
  discussed	
  during	
  a	
  very	
  uncertain	
  time	
  for	
  Favre	
  

and	
  the	
  Packers.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

The	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  used	
  the	
  “Celebration/remembrance”	
  frame	
  

often	
  as	
  well.	
  	
  Obviously	
  Favre’s	
  retirement	
  from	
  the	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Packers,	
  and	
  even	
  

his	
  departure	
  from	
  Green	
  Bay	
  to	
  play	
  for	
  the	
  New	
  York	
  Jets,	
  was	
  cause	
  to	
  honor	
  

Favre	
  locally.	
  	
  Favre	
  and	
  his	
  career	
  were	
  celebrated	
  in	
  the	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  throughout	
  

his	
  first	
  retirement	
  and	
  his	
  tenure	
  with	
  the	
  Jets.	
  	
  	
  

USA	
  Today	
  and	
  the	
  New	
  York	
  Times	
  used	
  the	
  “Celebration/remembrance”	
  

frame	
  as	
  well,	
  but	
  only	
  in	
  a	
  handful	
  of	
  stories.	
  	
  However,	
  because	
  of	
  the	
  small	
  

number	
  of	
  total	
  stories	
  published	
  by	
  USA	
  Today,	
  this	
  frame	
  ended	
  up	
  as	
  one	
  of	
  its	
  

more	
  popular	
  ones.	
  	
  USA	
  Today	
  published	
  celebratory	
  stories	
  after	
  each	
  of	
  Favre’s	
  

two	
  retirements.	
  	
  The	
  New	
  York	
  Times	
  followed	
  suit,	
  but	
  also	
  published	
  a	
  

celebratory	
  story	
  in	
  the	
  middle	
  of	
  Favre’s	
  season	
  with	
  the	
  Jets.	
  	
  This	
  was	
  

understandable,	
  and	
  could	
  be	
  at	
  least	
  partially	
  explained	
  by	
  the	
  fact	
  that	
  the	
  Times	
  

became	
  Favre’s	
  hometown	
  newspaper	
  for	
  that	
  season.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

The	
  “Judgment”	
  frame	
  was	
  popularly	
  utilized	
  by	
  the	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  and	
  USA	
  

Today,	
  but	
  did	
  not	
  show	
  much	
  popularity	
  with	
  the	
  Times.	
  	
  This	
  was	
  likely	
  because	
  

most	
  judgments	
  on	
  Favre	
  were	
  contained	
  within	
  the	
  “Remarriage/Brett	
  the	
  Jet”	
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frame.	
  	
  This	
  frame	
  covered	
  Favre’s	
  performance	
  for	
  the	
  Jets	
  (which	
  was	
  often	
  

negatively	
  critiqued,	
  especially	
  in	
  the	
  second	
  half	
  of	
  Favre’s	
  season	
  with	
  the	
  Jets),	
  

reactions	
  to	
  Favre’s	
  new	
  home	
  in	
  New	
  York,	
  and	
  other	
  important	
  milestones	
  Favre	
  

had	
  with	
  the	
  Jets.	
  	
  A	
  more	
  complete	
  picture	
  of	
  frame	
  use	
  might	
  have	
  resulted	
  if	
  the	
  

“Remarriage/Brett	
  the	
  Jet”	
  frame	
  had	
  been	
  more	
  specifically	
  broken	
  down.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

Press	
  Gazette	
  articles	
  using	
  the	
  judgment	
  frame	
  were	
  plentifully	
  published	
  

throughout	
  the	
  entire	
  sample	
  period.	
  	
  As	
  Favre’s	
  original	
  hometown	
  paper,	
  the	
  Press	
  

Gazette	
  had	
  a	
  vested	
  interest	
  in	
  anything	
  Packers-­‐related,	
  and	
  judgments	
  about	
  the	
  

Favre	
  situation	
  were	
  inevitable.	
  	
  From	
  his	
  first	
  tearful	
  press	
  conference,	
  to	
  his	
  

rumored	
  return,	
  and	
  the	
  physical	
  fatigue	
  that	
  led	
  to	
  his	
  second	
  retirement,	
  Press	
  

Gazette	
  columnists,	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  coaches,	
  fans	
  and	
  others	
  were	
  quick	
  to	
  offer	
  their	
  take	
  

on	
  the	
  correctness	
  of	
  Favre’s	
  decisions.	
  However,	
  the	
  tone	
  of	
  these	
  articles	
  was	
  

mostly	
  neutral	
  or	
  negative,	
  sprinkled	
  with	
  few	
  positive	
  stories	
  paired	
  with	
  this	
  

frame.	
  

Interestingly,	
  only	
  three	
  New	
  York	
  Times	
  sample	
  articles	
  used	
  the	
  judgment	
  

frame,	
  and	
  none	
  of	
  these	
  articles	
  was	
  published	
  during	
  Favre’s	
  season	
  with	
  the	
  Jets.	
  	
  

In	
  fact,	
  each	
  of	
  the	
  articles	
  was	
  run	
  during	
  the	
  uncertain	
  time	
  when	
  Favre	
  and	
  the	
  

Packers	
  clashed	
  over	
  his	
  desire	
  to	
  return	
  to	
  the	
  NFL.	
  	
  Perhaps,	
  the	
  judgments	
  of	
  its	
  

authors	
  were	
  not	
  generally	
  considered	
  nationally	
  relevant	
  news	
  and	
  the	
  Times	
  

focused	
  on	
  the	
  concrete	
  facts	
  of	
  the	
  situation,	
  publishing	
  most	
  stories	
  when	
  real	
  

information	
  was	
  available.	
  	
  However,	
  as	
  an	
  elite	
  paper,	
  it	
  was	
  surprising	
  that	
  more	
  

opinions	
  were	
  not	
  offered	
  while	
  Favre	
  anchored	
  the	
  Jets.	
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The	
  frame	
  “Favre	
  as	
  a	
  reference	
  point	
  for	
  others”	
  was	
  the	
  second	
  most	
  

common	
  frame	
  in	
  both	
  the	
  New	
  York	
  Times	
  and	
  USA	
  Today	
  but	
  was	
  not	
  observed	
  in	
  

any	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  sample	
  articles.	
  	
  The	
  near-­‐universal	
  relevance	
  of	
  the	
  

Favre	
  story	
  probably	
  contributed	
  to	
  the	
  use	
  of	
  this	
  frame	
  in	
  both	
  national	
  

publications.	
  	
  The	
  stories	
  in	
  which	
  Favre	
  was	
  referenced	
  were	
  generally	
  not	
  

football-­‐related,	
  but	
  were	
  included	
  in	
  the	
  sample	
  because	
  they	
  suggested	
  evidence	
  

of	
  Favre’s	
  widespread	
  popularity	
  and	
  the	
  significant	
  impact	
  his	
  first	
  retirement	
  had	
  

on	
  national	
  media	
  stories.	
  	
  Many	
  other	
  well-­‐known	
  athletes	
  commiserated	
  with	
  

Favre’s	
  tearful	
  press	
  conference,	
  suggesting	
  the	
  difficulty	
  and	
  sadness	
  of	
  retirement	
  

felt	
  by	
  professional	
  athletes	
  in	
  other	
  sports	
  as	
  well.	
  

Both	
  the	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  and	
  the	
  New	
  York	
  Times	
  focused	
  on	
  “Mass	
  

media	
  coverage	
  of	
  Favre”	
  in	
  many	
  stories,	
  only	
  serving	
  to	
  emphasize	
  the	
  intense	
  

coverage	
  that	
  accompanied	
  Favre’s	
  every	
  move,	
  especially	
  after	
  he	
  expressed	
  his	
  

desire	
  to	
  return	
  to	
  the	
  NFL	
  in	
  June	
  2008.	
  	
  It	
  was	
  somewhat	
  surprising	
  that	
  the	
  Times	
  

focused	
  on	
  this	
  aspect	
  of	
  the	
  Favre	
  saga	
  while	
  USA	
  Today	
  did	
  not.	
  	
  However,	
  over	
  

half	
  of	
  the	
  stories	
  with	
  the	
  “Mass	
  media”	
  frame	
  were	
  published	
  after	
  Favre’s	
  trade	
  to	
  

the	
  Jets;	
  perhaps	
  the	
  attention	
  garnered	
  by	
  Favre	
  in	
  New	
  York	
  was	
  extensive	
  enough	
  

to	
  call	
  attention	
  to	
  it.	
  	
  	
  

While	
  the	
  “Remarriage”	
  and	
  “Divorce”	
  frames	
  were	
  used	
  by	
  the	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  

(though	
  these	
  were	
  not	
  very	
  popular	
  in	
  the	
  publication’s	
  coverage),	
  the	
  New	
  York	
  

Times	
  used	
  the	
  “Remarriage”	
  frame	
  most	
  often	
  in	
  its	
  coverage,	
  while	
  USA	
  Today	
  

focused	
  on	
  “Divorce”	
  in	
  a	
  majority	
  of	
  its	
  stories.	
  	
  This	
  made	
  sense,	
  since	
  the	
  Times	
  

became	
  Favre’s	
  hometown	
  paper	
  when	
  he	
  joined	
  the	
  Jets	
  and	
  this	
  was	
  clearly	
  the	
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dominant	
  storyline	
  once	
  Broadway	
  Brett	
  arrived	
  in	
  the	
  Big	
  Apple.	
  	
  As	
  a	
  more	
  

popular,	
  broad-­‐based	
  publication,	
  it	
  was	
  also	
  not	
  surprising	
  that	
  USA	
  Today	
  focused	
  

on	
  the	
  divorce	
  between	
  Favre	
  and	
  the	
  Packers,	
  playing	
  to	
  the	
  likely	
  expectations	
  of	
  

its	
  broader	
  audience.	
  	
  	
  

Finally,	
  the	
  frame	
  “Favre	
  vs.	
  Rodgers—Comparisons	
  and	
  Competition,”	
  was	
  

popularly	
  utilized	
  in	
  the	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  sample	
  articles.	
  	
  These	
  

comparisons	
  were	
  relevant	
  across	
  the	
  timeline	
  of	
  the	
  story,	
  as	
  they	
  were	
  made	
  after	
  

Favre’s	
  first	
  retirement,	
  during	
  the	
  time	
  that	
  he	
  wanted	
  to	
  return	
  to	
  Green	
  Bay,	
  and	
  

after	
  he	
  was	
  overlooked	
  in	
  favor	
  of	
  Rodgers	
  at	
  the	
  starting	
  quarterback	
  position;	
  

therefore,	
  this	
  may	
  have	
  seemed	
  an	
  obvious	
  way	
  to	
  structure	
  articles.	
  	
  This	
  frame	
  

did	
  not	
  have	
  much	
  relevance	
  for	
  the	
  two	
  national	
  publications,	
  as	
  Rodgers	
  was	
  not	
  

well	
  known	
  outside	
  the	
  confines	
  of	
  Packer	
  fans	
  and	
  was	
  relatively	
  unproven	
  before	
  

he	
  was	
  officially	
  given	
  the	
  starting	
  quarterback	
  position.	
  

Themes	
  

	
   While	
  numerous	
  frames	
  conveyed	
  the	
  Favre	
  story,	
  even	
  more	
  themes	
  

characterized	
  the	
  articles	
  about	
  Favre.	
  	
  According	
  to	
  Altheide	
  (1996),	
  frames	
  and	
  

themes	
  are	
  related	
  but	
  separate	
  entities.	
  	
  He	
  refers	
  to	
  themes	
  as	
  “the	
  recurring,	
  

typical	
  theses	
  that	
  run	
  through	
  a	
  lot	
  of	
  the	
  reports,”	
  (p.	
  31).	
  	
  The	
  selection	
  of	
  a	
  

particular	
  frame	
  for	
  a	
  story	
  can	
  then	
  make	
  a	
  chosen	
  theme	
  more	
  appropriate.	
  	
  	
  	
  

For	
  example,	
  in	
  this	
  study,	
  the	
  “Judgment”	
  frame	
  was	
  popularly	
  used	
  to	
  

structure	
  articles	
  about	
  Favre.	
  	
  Within	
  this	
  frame,	
  themes	
  observed	
  in	
  the	
  sample	
  

stories	
  included	
  “Favre	
  is	
  wrong	
  and/or	
  the	
  Packers	
  are	
  right,”	
  as	
  well	
  as,	
  “Favre	
  

should	
  stay	
  retired,”	
  and	
  “Packers	
  didn’t	
  do	
  enough	
  to	
  keep	
  Favre	
  from	
  retirement.”	
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These	
  themes	
  were	
  not	
  appropriate	
  with	
  the	
  “Celebration/remembrance”	
  frame,	
  

however.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  

	
   The	
  most	
  popular	
  themes	
  in	
  the	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  coverage	
  were	
  “Uncertain	
  

future	
  for	
  Favre”	
  and	
  “Mixed	
  feelings	
  about	
  Favre	
  situation;”	
  each	
  was	
  used	
  in	
  6%	
  of	
  

all	
  stories	
  about	
  Favre	
  during	
  the	
  sample’s	
  time	
  period.	
  	
  To	
  put	
  this	
  in	
  perspective,	
  

there	
  were	
  67	
  different	
  themes	
  used	
  by	
  the	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  during	
  the	
  sample	
  period.	
  	
  

A	
  complete	
  list	
  of	
  themes	
  used	
  is	
  included	
  in	
  the	
  coding	
  scheme	
  in	
  Appendix	
  A.	
  	
  

	
   Favre’s	
  questionable	
  future	
  was	
  obviously	
  a	
  huge	
  topic	
  of	
  discussion,	
  since	
  

much	
  of	
  the	
  2008	
  summer	
  newspaper	
  coverage	
  was	
  dominated	
  by	
  questions	
  about	
  

what	
  the	
  Packers	
  and	
  Favre	
  would	
  work	
  out	
  in	
  light	
  of	
  his	
  desire	
  to	
  return	
  to	
  the	
  

NFL.	
  	
  This	
  theme	
  encompassed	
  talk	
  of	
  his	
  reinstatement	
  and	
  release,	
  trade	
  options,	
  

his	
  attendance	
  at	
  Packer	
  training	
  camp,	
  and	
  any	
  other	
  topics	
  that	
  were	
  forced	
  into	
  

an	
  indefinite	
  limbo	
  by	
  Favre’s	
  change	
  of	
  heart	
  about	
  retirement.	
  	
  	
  

	
  
Figure	
  4.22:	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette,	
  July	
  4,	
  2008,	
  Sports	
  (1C)	
  

	
  
	
   Though	
  the	
  Packers	
  did	
  not	
  add	
  any	
  comments	
  upon	
  hearing	
  that	
  Favre	
  

wanted	
  to	
  possibly	
  return	
  to	
  the	
  NFL,	
  there	
  was	
  plenty	
  of	
  speculation	
  in	
  the	
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newspaper	
  coverage.	
  	
  The	
  above	
  excerpt	
  was	
  structured	
  using	
  the	
  “Rumored	
  

return”	
  frame,	
  not	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  most	
  popular	
  used	
  by	
  the	
  Press	
  Gazette.	
  	
  However,	
  so	
  

much	
  uncertainty	
  surrounded	
  the	
  Favre	
  storyline	
  during	
  this	
  roughly	
  one-­‐year	
  

period,	
  it	
  was	
  not	
  surprising	
  that	
  many	
  different	
  frames	
  were	
  matched	
  up	
  with	
  this	
  

theme	
  to	
  create	
  coverage	
  of	
  the	
  story.	
  	
  	
  

	
  
Figure	
  4.23:	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette,	
  March	
  3,	
  2009,	
  Special	
  Favre	
  Section	
  (pp.	
  10-­11)	
  

	
   As	
  this	
  excerpt	
  demonstrated,	
  even	
  directly	
  after	
  his	
  first	
  retirement,	
  

uncertainty	
  surrounded	
  Favre’s	
  future	
  plans.	
  	
  His	
  mother,	
  Bonita	
  Favre,	
  suggested	
  

that	
  no	
  one	
  really	
  knew	
  what	
  her	
  son	
  would	
  do	
  following	
  the	
  end	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  most	
  

storied	
  careers	
  in	
  the	
  NFL.	
  	
  This	
  popular	
  theme	
  was	
  paired	
  with	
  the	
  most	
  common	
  

Press	
  Gazette	
  frame,	
  “Moving	
  forward”	
  here,	
  making	
  it	
  a	
  fairly	
  prototypical	
  example	
  

of	
  this	
  publication’s	
  coverage	
  of	
  Favre.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

	
   The	
  theme	
  “Mixed	
  feelings	
  about	
  the	
  Favre	
  situation/mixed	
  reactions”	
  was	
  

also	
  used	
  generously	
  in	
  the	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  stories	
  on	
  Favre,	
  observed	
  in	
  6%	
  of	
  the	
  

sample	
  articles.	
  	
  This	
  theme	
  encompassed	
  reactions	
  to	
  many	
  of	
  the	
  important	
  events	
  

in	
  the	
  Favre	
  storyline,	
  including	
  his	
  two	
  retirements,	
  his	
  desire	
  to	
  return	
  to	
  the	
  NFL,	
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his	
  trade	
  to	
  the	
  Jets,	
  and	
  his	
  implosion	
  during	
  the	
  final	
  weeks	
  of	
  his	
  tenure	
  with	
  the	
  

Jets.	
  This	
  was	
  exemplified	
  by	
  the	
  article	
  “Murphy,	
  Team	
  Will	
  Miss	
  Favre”	
  (Figure	
  

4.2,),	
  as	
  it	
  was	
  paired	
  with	
  the	
  common	
  frame,	
  “Moving	
  forward,”	
  in	
  which	
  team	
  

president	
  Murphy	
  noted	
  both	
  sadness	
  and	
  gratitude	
  regarding	
  Favre’s	
  first	
  

retirement	
  announcement.	
  	
  	
  Many	
  other	
  articles	
  used	
  this	
  theme	
  as	
  well,	
  especially	
  

during	
  the	
  time	
  when	
  Favre	
  wanted	
  to	
  return	
  to	
  Green	
  Bay	
  after	
  his	
  first	
  retirement.	
  

	
  
Figure	
  4.24:	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette,	
  August	
  7,	
  2008,	
  News	
  (A2)	
  

	
   As	
  this	
  excerpt	
  (and	
  other	
  sample	
  articles)	
  showed,	
  fans	
  were	
  quoted	
  both	
  in	
  

favor	
  of	
  and	
  in	
  opposition	
  of	
  Favre’s	
  trade	
  to	
  the	
  Jets;	
  the	
  “Judgment”	
  frame	
  was	
  

used	
  in	
  this	
  article.	
  	
  Many	
  of	
  the	
  stories	
  at	
  this	
  time	
  presented	
  balanced	
  judgments,	
  

providing	
  support	
  for	
  and	
  speaking	
  out	
  against	
  Favre	
  and/or	
  the	
  Packers	
  in	
  

different	
  cases.	
  	
  Fans	
  were	
  often	
  used	
  as	
  sources,	
  as	
  they	
  were	
  here.	
  

	
   The	
  next	
  most	
  common	
  theme	
  in	
  the	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  coverage	
  of	
  the	
  

Favre	
  story	
  was	
  “Drama	
  follows	
  Favre,	
  often	
  overblown	
  by	
  media,”	
  used	
  in	
  4.7%	
  of	
  

GBPG	
  articles.	
  	
  This	
  theme	
  was	
  especially	
  evident	
  during	
  the	
  summer	
  of	
  2008,	
  when	
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little	
  or	
  no	
  news	
  still	
  translated	
  to	
  hours	
  of	
  TV	
  reports	
  and	
  thousands	
  of	
  words	
  in	
  

print	
  on	
  the	
  topic.	
  	
  Coverage	
  included	
  incidents	
  like	
  the	
  tampering	
  charges	
  the	
  

Packers	
  filed	
  against	
  the	
  Vikings	
  for	
  possibly	
  contacting	
  Favre	
  (a	
  violation	
  of	
  the	
  

NFL’s	
  policy	
  on	
  such	
  matters)	
  to	
  play	
  for	
  Minnesota,	
  among	
  other	
  facets	
  of	
  the	
  saga.	
  

	
  

	
  
Figure	
  4.25:	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette,	
  August	
  6,	
  2008,	
  News	
  (A2)	
  

	
  	
  	
   This	
  excerpt	
  was	
  an	
  excellent	
  example	
  of	
  excessive	
  coverage	
  of	
  little	
  or	
  no	
  

story.	
  	
  The	
  article	
  noted	
  that	
  fans	
  and	
  reporters	
  kept	
  vigil	
  outside	
  Favre’s	
  Green	
  Bay	
  

home	
  after	
  Favre	
  returned	
  to	
  Green	
  Bay	
  in	
  an	
  attempt	
  to	
  reclaim	
  his	
  starting	
  job.	
  	
  

They	
  watched	
  diligently	
  as	
  head	
  coach	
  Mike	
  McCarthy	
  and	
  Packers’	
  President	
  Mark	
  

Murphy	
  left	
  the	
  home.	
  	
  Favre’s	
  agent,	
  Bus	
  Cook,	
  was	
  spotted	
  once,	
  and	
  Favre	
  friend	
  

Frank	
  Winters	
  also	
  visited.	
  	
  Besides	
  the	
  mention	
  of	
  these	
  guests,	
  there	
  was	
  little	
  

other	
  substance	
  to	
  the	
  story.	
  

Despite	
  the	
  obvious	
  reverence	
  for	
  Favre	
  as	
  demonstrated	
  by	
  the	
  sheer	
  

volume	
  of	
  articles	
  and	
  immeasurable	
  interest	
  in	
  his	
  story,	
  this	
  particular	
  period	
  in	
  

the	
  drama	
  clearly	
  outlined	
  the	
  religious,	
  ritualistic	
  undertones	
  in	
  the	
  storyline.	
  	
  It	
  

can	
  be	
  argued	
  that,	
  this	
  is	
  an	
  example	
  of	
  what	
  Novak	
  (1994)	
  called	
  ‘sacred	
  time’.	
  	
  He	
  

noted,	
  “Sacred	
  time	
  is	
  sacred	
  because	
  it	
  stores	
  up	
  possibilities	
  of	
  the	
  heroic;	
  so	
  long	
  

as	
  sacred	
  time	
  exists,	
  the	
  heroic	
  is	
  in	
  incubation.	
  	
  Sacred	
  time	
  teaches	
  humans	
  never	
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to	
  quit,	
  to	
  count	
  upon	
  and	
  entrust	
  themselves	
  to	
  the	
  potencies	
  of	
  life,	
  redemption,	
  

and	
  beauty.	
  	
  One	
  never	
  knows,”	
  (p.	
  127).	
  	
  This	
  line	
  of	
  thinking	
  could	
  easily	
  apply	
  to	
  

the	
  Favre	
  situation;	
  at	
  the	
  time	
  of	
  this	
  article,	
  no	
  one	
  knew	
  how	
  the	
  saga	
  would	
  be	
  

resolved.	
  	
  However,	
  the	
  faithful	
  were	
  determined	
  to	
  show	
  their	
  unwavering	
  support	
  

for	
  Favre.	
  	
  	
  

	
   This	
  obsession	
  with	
  Favre’s	
  every	
  move	
  was	
  also	
  a	
  nod	
  to	
  the	
  popularity	
  of	
  

the	
  next	
  theme,	
  “Favre	
  has	
  serious	
  marketing	
  and	
  revenue	
  pull.”	
  	
  Besides	
  generating	
  

excessive	
  media	
  coverage,	
  news	
  on	
  Favre’s	
  rumored	
  return,	
  likely	
  trade,	
  or	
  his	
  

desired	
  release	
  was	
  likely	
  to	
  affect	
  merchandise	
  sales,	
  ticket	
  sales,	
  and	
  TV	
  schedules,	
  

among	
  numerous	
  other	
  influences	
  of	
  his	
  celebrity.	
  	
  The	
  large-­‐scale	
  effects	
  of	
  Favre’s	
  

every	
  move	
  were	
  discussed	
  at	
  length	
  in	
  numerous	
  articles.	
  	
  	
  	
  

	
  

	
  
Figure	
  4.26:	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette,	
  August	
  8,	
  2008,	
  Business	
  (B1-­2)	
  

	
   Regardless	
  of	
  where	
  Favre	
  played	
  football,	
  his	
  popularity	
  remained	
  high.	
  	
  

This	
  particular	
  article	
  noted	
  that	
  Favre’s	
  new	
  position	
  with	
  the	
  New	
  York	
  Jets	
  would	
  

be	
  a	
  big	
  moneymaker	
  in	
  the	
  marketing	
  realm	
  (possibly	
  helping	
  to	
  sell	
  season	
  tickets	
  

to	
  pay	
  for	
  the	
  new	
  Jets	
  stadium,	
  among	
  other	
  things).	
  	
  His	
  revived	
  career	
  was	
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purported	
  to	
  have	
  a	
  ripple	
  effect	
  for	
  memorabilia	
  and	
  merchandise	
  sales	
  across	
  the	
  

entire	
  NFL	
  market	
  and	
  affect	
  coverage	
  of	
  Jets	
  games	
  that	
  season,	
  among	
  other	
  

influences	
  of	
  Favre’s	
  widespread	
  fame.	
  	
  	
  

Not	
  all	
  articles	
  had	
  such	
  an	
  orthodox	
  message	
  about	
  Favre’s	
  revenue	
  effects,	
  

however.	
  	
  

	
  
Figure	
  4.27:	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette,	
  March	
  5,	
  2008;	
  Special	
  Favre	
  Section	
  (p.	
  8)	
  

	
   According	
  to	
  this	
  article,	
  eBay	
  was	
  overwhelmed	
  with	
  Favre	
  memorabilia	
  

immediately	
  following	
  his	
  first	
  retirement,	
  ranging	
  from	
  autographed	
  jerseys	
  to	
  a	
  

questionable	
  candy	
  bar	
  commemorating	
  one	
  of	
  Favre’s	
  3	
  Most	
  Valuable	
  Player	
  

awards.	
  	
  No	
  doubt	
  enterprising	
  online	
  sellers	
  around	
  the	
  globe	
  were	
  trying	
  to	
  cash	
  

in	
  on	
  the	
  retirement	
  of	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  NFL’s	
  most	
  famous	
  players.	
  	
  	
  

	
   The	
  fifth	
  most	
  common	
  theme	
  observed	
  in	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  coverage	
  was	
  

“Individuals,	
  fans	
  pay	
  tribute	
  to	
  Favre,”	
  used	
  in	
  4.2%	
  of	
  the	
  articles.	
  	
  An	
  entire	
  young	
  

generation	
  of	
  Packer	
  faithful	
  knew	
  Favre	
  as	
  the	
  only	
  Packer	
  quarterback	
  in	
  their	
  

lifetime,	
  and	
  older	
  fans	
  recalled	
  Favre	
  as	
  a	
  “messiah”	
  figure	
  who	
  restored	
  the	
  glory	
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to	
  Titletown.	
  	
  Former	
  teammates,	
  coaches,	
  management,	
  and	
  opponents	
  also	
  paid	
  

tribute	
  to	
  Favre	
  in	
  the	
  sample	
  articles.	
  	
  

	
  
Figure	
  4.28:	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette,	
  March	
  5,	
  2008,	
  Special	
  Favre	
  Section	
  (p.	
  6)	
  

	
   In	
  the	
  above	
  excerpt,	
  former	
  Packers	
  General	
  Manager	
  Ron	
  Wolf	
  recalled	
  the	
  

early	
  days	
  of	
  Favre’s	
  career,	
  long	
  before	
  Favre	
  was	
  considered	
  anything	
  but	
  a	
  

slacker	
  in	
  the	
  NFL.	
  	
  Wolf	
  saw	
  something	
  special	
  in	
  Favre,	
  and	
  as	
  a	
  result,	
  the	
  rest	
  of	
  

the	
  sports	
  world	
  had	
  the	
  chance	
  appreciate	
  the	
  player	
  Favre	
  became.	
  	
  This	
  article,	
  

not	
  surprisingly,	
  demonstrated	
  the	
  “Celebration/remembrance”	
  frame.	
  	
  	
  

	
   This	
  is	
  another	
  indication	
  that	
  Favre’s	
  retirement	
  was	
  not	
  an	
  ordinary	
  event,	
  

and	
  that	
  Favre	
  was	
  not	
  an	
  ordinary	
  athlete.	
  	
  These	
  types	
  of	
  heartfelt	
  remembrances	
  

are	
  most	
  often	
  observed	
  in	
  eulogies.	
  	
  So	
  sweeping	
  was	
  the	
  extent	
  of	
  the	
  praise	
  

resulting	
  from	
  Favre’s	
  first	
  retirement	
  it	
  prompted	
  him	
  to	
  note,	
  “‘I	
  realized	
  what	
  it’s	
  

like	
  to	
  die’”	
  (Walter,	
  2008).	
  	
  This	
  was	
  just	
  another	
  indication	
  of	
  the	
  religious	
  

following	
  that	
  had	
  assembled	
  during	
  Favre’s	
  tenure	
  with	
  the	
  Packers.	
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   Interestingly,	
  all	
  but	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  nine	
  stories	
  that	
  used	
  the	
  “Tribute”	
  theme	
  

were	
  published	
  in	
  the	
  week	
  following	
  Favre’s	
  first	
  retirement.	
   	
  	
  

	
  

	
  
Figure	
  4.29:	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette,	
  July	
  18,	
  2008,	
  Sports	
  (C1,3)	
  

This	
  excerpt	
  was	
  from	
  the	
  sole	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  article	
  that	
  paid	
  tribute	
  to	
  Favre	
  

after	
  he	
  came	
  out	
  of	
  retirement.	
  	
  His	
  friend	
  and	
  former	
  teammate,	
  Frank	
  Winters,	
  

recounts	
  the	
  good	
  times	
  he	
  and	
  Favre	
  shared	
  while	
  playing	
  for	
  the	
  Packers.	
  	
  Winters	
  

did	
  not	
  focus	
  on	
  Favre’s	
  accolades	
  on	
  the	
  field,	
  but	
  instead	
  highlighted	
  the	
  kind	
  of	
  

person	
  Favre	
  was	
  and	
  the	
  friendship	
  he	
  and	
  Favre	
  still	
  shared.	
  	
  	
  

Two	
  themes	
  were	
  tied	
  in	
  the	
  sixth	
  most	
  popular	
  position	
  in	
  the	
  Press	
  Gazette.	
  	
  

“Rodgers	
  can	
  do	
  it,	
  give	
  him	
  a	
  chance,”	
  was	
  one	
  of	
  these	
  and	
  was	
  observed	
  in	
  3.7%	
  

of	
  the	
  Favre	
  articles.	
  	
  This	
  frame	
  showed	
  hometown	
  support	
  for	
  Aaron	
  Rodgers,	
  the	
  

new	
  leader	
  of	
  the	
  Packer	
  offense.	
  	
  Many	
  fans	
  were	
  openly	
  frustrated	
  that	
  the	
  

Packers	
  were	
  not	
  unconditionally	
  welcoming	
  Favre	
  back	
  to	
  the	
  organization,	
  and	
  

Rodgers	
  was	
  the	
  subject	
  of	
  much	
  criticism	
  during	
  this	
  time.	
  	
  However,	
  as	
  this	
  theme	
  

suggested,	
  he	
  found	
  some	
  support.	
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Figure	
  4.30:	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette,	
  September	
  7,	
  2008,	
  Sports	
  (C1);	
  Rob	
  Demovsky	
  

	
   This	
  excerpt	
  quoted	
  former	
  coaches	
  of	
  Rodgers	
  and	
  NFL	
  experts,	
  all	
  of	
  whom	
  

agreed	
  that	
  Rodgers	
  gave	
  the	
  Packers	
  a	
  good	
  chance	
  to	
  win,	
  despite	
  the	
  difficulties	
  

posed	
  by	
  stepping	
  into	
  the	
  shoes	
  of	
  a	
  legendary	
  quarterback.	
  	
  The	
  circumstances	
  of	
  

Rodgers’	
  take-­‐over	
  of	
  the	
  Packers	
  also	
  made	
  the	
  upcoming	
  season	
  more	
  challenging	
  

than	
  it	
  otherwise	
  would	
  have	
  been,	
  but	
  this	
  article	
  pointed	
  out	
  Rodgers’	
  athletic	
  and	
  

mental	
  strengths	
  that	
  pointed	
  towards	
  a	
  relatively	
  smooth	
  transition.	
  	
  This	
  article	
  

was	
  framed	
  as	
  “Favre	
  vs.	
  Rodgers—Comparisons	
  and	
  competition,”	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  most	
  

popular	
  frames	
  used	
  by	
  the	
  Press	
  Gazette,	
  making	
  it	
  a	
  fairly	
  typical	
  story	
  for	
  this	
  

publication.	
  	
  	
  

	
   The	
  theme	
  “Favre	
  returns	
  to	
  Green	
  Bay;	
  quarterback	
  competition	
  likely,”	
  

received	
  just	
  as	
  much	
  ink	
  as	
  the	
  previous	
  theme,	
  making	
  Rodgers	
  somewhat	
  of	
  an	
  

innocent	
  victim	
  caught	
  up	
  in	
  the	
  coverage	
  of	
  Favre’s	
  return.	
  	
  Excitement	
  over	
  the	
  

prospect	
  of	
  Favre’s	
  homecoming	
  was	
  apparent,	
  and	
  talk	
  of	
  a	
  skills	
  competition	
  for	
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the	
  privilege	
  to	
  lead	
  the	
  Packers	
  was	
  widely	
  discussed,	
  without	
  many	
  expressing	
  

confidence	
  that	
  Rodgers	
  could	
  outduel	
  Favre.	
  	
  	
  

	
  
Figure	
  4.31:	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette,	
  August	
  4,	
  2008,	
  News	
  (A1-­2)	
  

This	
  excerpt	
  and	
  the	
  rest	
  of	
  the	
  article	
  suggested	
  that	
  upon	
  Favre’s	
  return	
  to	
  

Green	
  Bay,	
  pending	
  a	
  successful	
  meeting	
  with	
  head	
  coach	
  Mike	
  McCarthy,	
  Favre	
  

would	
  at	
  least	
  be	
  allowed	
  to	
  compete	
  for	
  the	
  starting	
  position,	
  if	
  not	
  given	
  the	
  

quarterback	
  job	
  outright.	
  	
  This	
  story	
  also	
  used	
  the	
  popular	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  frame,	
  

“Favre	
  vs.	
  Rodgers,”	
  which	
  was	
  characteristic	
  of	
  the	
  articles	
  published	
  during	
  this	
  

tumultuous,	
  uncertain	
  time	
  in	
  the	
  storyline.	
  	
  	
  

	
   The	
  reverent	
  theme	
  “Favre	
  is	
  a	
  great	
  competitor,	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  best,”	
  was	
  used	
  

in	
  3.3%	
  of	
  the	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  stories.	
  	
  The	
  NFL	
  had	
  produced	
  great	
  players	
  before	
  

Favre,	
  and	
  his	
  incredible	
  athletic	
  skills	
  put	
  him	
  in	
  the	
  company	
  of	
  NFL	
  legends.	
  	
  

Favre	
  was	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  best	
  at	
  what	
  he	
  did,	
  and	
  many	
  were	
  quick	
  to	
  start	
  the	
  

countdown	
  for	
  Favre’s	
  eligibility	
  into	
  the	
  Pro	
  Football	
  Hall	
  of	
  Fame.	
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Figure	
  4.32:	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette,	
  March	
  9,	
  2008,	
  Special	
  Favre	
  Section	
  (p.	
  3)	
  

The	
  above	
  excerpt	
  and	
  the	
  remainder	
  of	
  the	
  article	
  celebrated	
  Favre’s	
  

numerous	
  achievements	
  and	
  attempted	
  to	
  compare	
  and	
  contrast	
  him	
  to	
  other	
  NFL	
  

quarterback	
  greats,	
  including	
  Joe	
  Montana,	
  Dan	
  Marino,	
  and	
  John	
  Elway.	
  	
  The	
  frame	
  

“Rating	
  Favre/comparisons”	
  was	
  used	
  here;	
  it	
  was	
  not	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  most	
  popular	
  

frames	
  in	
  the	
  Press	
  Gazette’s	
  coverage,	
  perhaps	
  because	
  in	
  the	
  minds	
  of	
  many	
  local	
  

reporters,	
  he	
  was	
  unquestionably	
  the	
  greatest	
  quarterback	
  of	
  all	
  time.	
  	
  	
  

Figure	
  4.33:	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette,	
  March	
  7,	
  2008,	
  News	
  (A2)	
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   This	
  short	
  article	
  also	
  celebrated	
  Favre’s	
  greatness,	
  raising	
  awareness	
  that	
  

Sports	
  Illustrated	
  would	
  create	
  an	
  issue	
  devoted	
  entirely	
  to	
  his	
  famed	
  career.	
  	
  For	
  a	
  

publication	
  that	
  covers	
  the	
  entire	
  gamut	
  of	
  sports,	
  this	
  was	
  a	
  nearly	
  unprecedented	
  

move.	
  	
  This	
  article	
  was	
  structured	
  using	
  the	
  popular	
  “Celebration/remembrance	
  of	
  

Favre”	
  frame,	
  one	
  that	
  was	
  favored	
  by	
  the	
  Press	
  Gazette.	
  	
  	
  

	
   Finally,	
  four	
  themes	
  were	
  tied	
  for	
  the	
  next	
  most	
  popular,	
  each	
  used	
  in	
  2.8%	
  

of	
  articles.	
  	
  While	
  none	
  of	
  these	
  was	
  excessively	
  more	
  relevant	
  than	
  those	
  that	
  did	
  

not	
  make	
  the	
  cut	
  for	
  the	
  Press	
  Gazette’s	
  most	
  popular,	
  the	
  thirteen	
  different	
  themes	
  

covered	
  in	
  this	
  section	
  did	
  not	
  even	
  account	
  for	
  half	
  of	
  the	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  articles	
  

published	
  about	
  Favre.	
  	
  This	
  only	
  highlighted	
  the	
  many	
  different	
  angles	
  Favre	
  

provided	
  for	
  journalists	
  to	
  write	
  about,	
  both	
  as	
  an	
  athlete	
  and	
  a	
  person.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

The	
  theme	
  “Mental	
  fatigue	
  leads	
  to	
  Favre’s	
  first	
  retirement”	
  was	
  another	
  

popular	
  one	
  for	
  the	
  Press	
  Gazette.	
  	
  Favre	
  himself	
  cited	
  his	
  overall	
  exhaustion	
  as	
  a	
  

contributing	
  factor	
  in	
  his	
  decision	
  to	
  retire	
  in	
  March	
  2008.	
  	
  It	
  was	
  not	
  surprising	
  that	
  

this	
  theme	
  was	
  often	
  used,	
  since	
  it	
  was	
  an	
  explanation	
  for	
  Favre’s	
  retirement	
  in	
  his	
  

own	
  words.	
  	
  	
  	
  



	
   65	
  

	
  
Figure	
  4.34:	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette,	
  March	
  5,	
  2008,	
  Sports	
  (C3)	
  

This	
  article	
  gave	
  a	
  good	
  overview	
  of	
  Favre’s	
  mental	
  state	
  in	
  the	
  months	
  after	
  

the	
  devastating	
  loss	
  to	
  the	
  New	
  York	
  Giants	
  in	
  the	
  NFC	
  Championship	
  game	
  during	
  

his	
  final	
  season	
  with	
  the	
  Packers.	
  	
  Despite	
  much	
  success,	
  Favre	
  noted	
  that	
  he	
  spent	
  

more	
  and	
  more	
  time	
  studying	
  upcoming	
  opponents	
  and	
  less	
  and	
  less	
  time	
  enjoying	
  

the	
  game	
  and	
  savoring	
  wins	
  as	
  he	
  once	
  had.	
  Other	
  articles	
  that	
  used	
  this	
  theme	
  also	
  

included	
  sources	
  like	
  Favre’s	
  family,	
  friends,	
  and	
  teammates.	
  	
  Most	
  of	
  them	
  noted	
  

their	
  surprise	
  at	
  Favre’s	
  weariness,	
  as	
  even	
  his	
  closest	
  friends	
  did	
  not	
  realize	
  how	
  

mentally	
  challenging	
  the	
  season	
  had	
  been	
  for	
  him.	
  	
  	
  

Another	
  theme	
  used	
  as	
  often	
  as	
  “Mental	
  fatigue”	
  was	
  “Packers	
  move	
  forward	
  

with	
  Rodgers,	
  despite	
  questions	
  of	
  injury	
  prone-­‐ness	
  and	
  durability.”	
  	
  Aaron	
  

Rodgers	
  had	
  been	
  through	
  a	
  string	
  of	
  injuries	
  since	
  his	
  arrival	
  in	
  Green	
  Bay;	
  this	
  was	
  

often	
  juxtaposed	
  with	
  Favre’s	
  Ironman	
  streak	
  and	
  was	
  cause	
  to	
  question	
  the	
  

intelligence	
  of	
  banking	
  on	
  an	
  unproven,	
  injury	
  prone	
  quarterback.	
  	
  	
  	
  



	
   66	
  

	
  
Figure	
  4.35:	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette,	
  July	
  27,	
  2008,	
  Sports	
  (C1,3)	
  

This	
  article	
  demonstrated	
  the	
  unwavering	
  support	
  Rodgers	
  received	
  from	
  

the	
  Packers,	
  beginning	
  immediately	
  after	
  Favre’s	
  first	
  retirement.	
  	
  There	
  was	
  never	
  

a	
  question	
  of	
  who	
  would	
  lead	
  the	
  Packers	
  after	
  the	
  Favre	
  era,	
  with	
  the	
  exception	
  of	
  

an	
  uncertain	
  few	
  days	
  in	
  July	
  2008	
  when	
  Favre	
  briefly	
  returned	
  to	
  Green	
  Bay.	
  	
  For	
  

nearly	
  the	
  entire	
  time	
  that	
  Favre’s	
  ‘itch’	
  to	
  return	
  the	
  NFL	
  dominated	
  the	
  news	
  

media,	
  the	
  Packers	
  were	
  steadfast	
  in	
  backing	
  Rodgers,	
  citing	
  his	
  intelligence,	
  

mobility,	
  and	
  arm	
  strength	
  as	
  key	
  factors	
  in	
  what	
  they	
  believed	
  would	
  be	
  his	
  future	
  

success.	
  	
  However,	
  it	
  was	
  nearly	
  impossible	
  to	
  discuss	
  Rodgers	
  without	
  also	
  

mentioning	
  Favre;	
  Favre’s	
  impressive	
  legacy	
  may	
  always	
  haunt	
  Rodgers.	
  	
  	
  	
  

Another	
  common	
  theme	
  used	
  in	
  2.8%	
  of	
  the	
  Favre	
  stories	
  was	
  “Favre	
  is	
  a	
  Jet;	
  

He’s	
  excited	
  to	
  get	
  started.”	
  	
  Coverage	
  of	
  Favre	
  in	
  the	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  continued	
  even	
  

after	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  his	
  tenure	
  with	
  the	
  Packers.	
  	
  This	
  included	
  articles	
  on	
  Jets	
  news	
  

conferences,	
  practices,	
  and	
  anything	
  else	
  that	
  the	
  local	
  Favre-­‐faithful	
  might	
  be	
  

interested	
  in.	
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Figure	
  4.36:	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette,	
  September	
  12,	
  2008,	
  News	
  (A1)	
  

The	
  above	
  article	
  noted	
  that	
  there	
  could	
  be	
  more	
  interest	
  in	
  Brett’s	
  Jets	
  in	
  

Green	
  Bay	
  than	
  New	
  York.	
  	
  In	
  fact,	
  many	
  Green	
  Bay-­‐based	
  fans,	
  including	
  bar	
  and	
  

restaurant	
  owners,	
  expressed	
  just	
  as	
  much	
  interest	
  in	
  watching	
  Favre	
  and	
  the	
  Jets	
  as	
  

the	
  hometown	
  Packers	
  during	
  the	
  2008-­‐2009	
  season.	
  	
  	
  

Finally,	
  the	
  idea	
  of	
  Favre	
  as	
  a	
  “humble,	
  grateful	
  NFL	
  star”	
  was	
  obvious	
  in	
  

2.8%	
  of	
  the	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  stories.	
  	
  Favre’s	
  humility	
  and	
  generosity	
  were	
  just	
  a	
  couple	
  

of	
  the	
  many	
  character	
  traits	
  that	
  contributed	
  to	
  his	
  likeability.	
  	
  These	
  qualities	
  made	
  

him	
  accessible	
  to	
  his	
  fans,	
  as	
  most	
  anyone	
  could	
  relate	
  to	
  his	
  family	
  devotion,	
  

passion	
  for	
  charity	
  work,	
  or	
  childlike	
  love	
  of	
  football.	
  	
  

	
  
Figure	
  4.37:	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette,	
  March	
  9,	
  2008,	
  Special	
  Favre	
  Section	
  (p.	
  3)	
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It	
  was	
  no	
  secret	
  that	
  Favre	
  was	
  very	
  grateful	
  for	
  his	
  many	
  football-­‐related	
  

successes,	
  and	
  while	
  sometimes	
  dismayed	
  by	
  the	
  amount	
  of	
  interest	
  in	
  his	
  personal	
  

life,	
  he	
  was	
  quick	
  to	
  use	
  his	
  popularity	
  for	
  numerous	
  good	
  causes.	
  	
  A	
  meeting	
  with	
  

Favre	
  was	
  often	
  the	
  object	
  of	
  many	
  children’s	
  “Make	
  a	
  Wish”	
  requests,	
  as	
  he	
  

contributed	
  to	
  chapters	
  of	
  the	
  foundation	
  in	
  both	
  Wisconsin	
  and	
  Mississippi.	
  	
  While	
  

this	
  was	
  not	
  the	
  most	
  common	
  type	
  of	
  article	
  in	
  the	
  sample,	
  it	
  was	
  these	
  examples	
  of	
  

his	
  selflessness	
  that	
  made	
  Favre	
  such	
  a	
  hit	
  with	
  celebrities	
  and	
  common	
  folks	
  alike.	
  	
  	
  	
  

Other	
  articles	
  touting	
  Favre’s	
  humility	
  and	
  gratefulness	
  were	
  displayed	
  in	
  the	
  

Press	
  Gazette	
  as	
  well.	
  

	
  
Figure	
  4.38:	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette,	
  March	
  3,	
  2008,	
  News	
  (A2)	
  

	
  	
  	
   As	
  this	
  article	
  noted,	
  Favre’s	
  endless	
  giving	
  did	
  not	
  escape	
  the	
  notice	
  of	
  

Wisconsin	
  lawmakers.	
  	
  A	
  resolution	
  passed	
  in	
  the	
  State	
  Legislature	
  recognized	
  his	
  

charitable	
  work,	
  exceptional	
  football	
  skills,	
  and	
  important	
  economic	
  contributions	
  

to	
  the	
  entire	
  state—not	
  just	
  the	
  Green	
  Bay	
  area.	
  	
  Again,	
  these	
  were	
  not	
  the	
  most	
  

prevalent	
  articles	
  detailing	
  the	
  Favre	
  story	
  line,	
  but	
  stories	
  like	
  the	
  one	
  above	
  

emphasized	
  the	
  reason	
  to	
  study	
  Favre	
  in	
  the	
  first	
  place.	
  	
  Sports	
  stars	
  retire	
  every	
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day—but	
  State	
  Legislatures,	
  charity	
  foundations,	
  and	
  statewide	
  economic	
  sectors	
  do	
  

not	
  often	
  feel	
  the	
  loss	
  right	
  along	
  with	
  diehard	
  sports	
  fans.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

New	
  York	
  Times	
  

	
   While	
  nine	
  popular	
  themes	
  used	
  in	
  the	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  did	
  not	
  

account	
  for	
  even	
  half	
  of	
  the	
  articles	
  published	
  about	
  Favre,	
  just	
  five	
  themes	
  

structured	
  55%	
  of	
  the	
  New	
  York	
  Times	
  stories	
  on	
  Favre.	
  	
  	
  

	
   The	
  most	
  commonly	
  used	
  theme	
  for	
  the	
  New	
  York	
  Times	
  was	
  “Uncertain	
  

future	
  for	
  Favre,”	
  observed	
  in	
  24%	
  of	
  the	
  stories.	
  	
  This	
  theme	
  was	
  evident	
  

throughout	
  the	
  yearlong	
  sample	
  period,	
  and	
  it	
  was	
  used	
  to	
  convey	
  a	
  variety	
  of	
  

different	
  topics	
  related	
  to	
  Favre.	
  	
  Because	
  Favre	
  was	
  often	
  not	
  forthcoming	
  with	
  his	
  

plans	
  or	
  thoughts	
  (especially	
  during	
  the	
  summer	
  of	
  2008,	
  when	
  his	
  return	
  to	
  

football	
  dominated	
  sports	
  media),	
  uncertainty	
  was	
  often	
  the	
  only	
  theme	
  with	
  which	
  

these	
  stories	
  could	
  be	
  accurately	
  portrayed	
  to	
  an	
  audience	
  thirsty	
  for	
  Favre	
  news.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

	
  

	
  
Figure	
  4.39:	
  New	
  York	
  Times,	
  July	
  12,	
  2008,	
  Sports	
  (D3)	
  

	
   From	
  this	
  excerpt,	
  it	
  was	
  clear	
  that	
  not	
  much	
  was	
  clear.	
  	
  Favre’s	
  decision	
  to	
  

return	
  to	
  the	
  NFL	
  after	
  his	
  first	
  retirement	
  created	
  many	
  questions	
  for	
  both	
  Favre	
  

and	
  the	
  Packers	
  organization.	
  	
  This	
  article	
  used	
  the	
  “Moving	
  forward”	
  frame	
  in	
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addition	
  to	
  the	
  “Uncertainty”	
  theme,	
  a	
  popular	
  combination	
  for	
  the	
  New	
  York	
  Times,	
  

and	
  typical	
  of	
  the	
  coverage	
  in	
  the	
  other	
  two	
  publications	
  as	
  well	
  (see	
  Figure	
  4.1	
  &	
  

Figure	
  4.16).	
  	
  

	
  

	
  
Figure	
  4.40:	
  New	
  York	
  Times,	
  February	
  12,	
  2009,	
  Sports	
  (B13)	
  

	
   This	
  article	
  excerpt	
  was	
  characteristic	
  of	
  most	
  written	
  after	
  Favre’s	
  second	
  

retirement.	
  	
  Even	
  Favre’s	
  friends	
  and	
  family	
  were	
  not	
  sure	
  if	
  this	
  retirement	
  was	
  for	
  

real.	
  	
  Despite	
  Favre’s	
  repeated	
  assertions	
  that	
  he	
  was	
  done	
  with	
  football,	
  questions	
  

swirled	
  about	
  whether	
  Favre	
  could	
  stay	
  away	
  from	
  the	
  game.	
  	
  As	
  it	
  turned	
  out,	
  he	
  

could	
  not.	
  

	
  	
   The	
  second	
  most	
  popular	
  theme	
  used	
  in	
  the	
  Times	
  was	
  “Favre’s	
  play	
  

unimpressive;	
  Favre	
  looks	
  old	
  as	
  Jets	
  struggle,”	
  observed	
  in	
  11%	
  of	
  the	
  articles.	
  	
  This	
  

theme	
  was	
  often	
  used	
  to	
  characterize	
  (and	
  criticize)	
  Favre’s	
  downfall	
  in	
  the	
  latter	
  

half	
  of	
  his	
  season	
  with	
  the	
  Jets.	
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Figure	
  4.41:	
  New	
  York	
  Times,	
  December	
  29,	
  2008,	
  Sports	
  (D2);	
  John	
  Branch	
  	
  

This	
  excerpt	
  was	
  from	
  an	
  article	
  that	
  was	
  particularly	
  hard	
  on	
  Favre,	
  citing	
  

his	
  poor	
  play	
  down	
  the	
  stretch	
  as	
  a	
  reason	
  that	
  the	
  Jets	
  were	
  unable	
  to	
  make	
  the	
  

playoffs	
  after	
  an	
  initially	
  promising	
  season.	
  	
  The	
  fans	
  were	
  especially	
  down	
  on	
  

Favre,	
  most	
  abandoning	
  the	
  stands	
  well	
  before	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  the	
  particular	
  game	
  

outlined	
  in	
  this	
  article.	
  	
  While	
  uncertainty	
  was	
  definitely	
  a	
  salient	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  article,	
  

the	
  major	
  focus	
  within	
  the	
  “Remarriage/Brett	
  the	
  Jet”	
  frame	
  was	
  the	
  fact	
  that	
  Favre	
  

and	
  the	
  Jets	
  struggled,	
  largely	
  due	
  to	
  his	
  erratic	
  play.	
  	
  	
  

It	
  was	
  not	
  surprising	
  that	
  the	
  Times	
  chose	
  to	
  focus	
  on	
  Favre’s	
  shortcomings;	
  

after	
  all,	
  he	
  was	
  obtained	
  by	
  the	
  Jets	
  to	
  win	
  games	
  and	
  make	
  a	
  Super	
  Bowl	
  run.	
  	
  

Obviously	
  the	
  failings	
  of	
  the	
  Favre-­‐led	
  Jets	
  were	
  a	
  big-­‐ticket	
  news	
  item	
  for	
  Favre’s	
  

new	
  hometown	
  newspaper.	
  	
  This	
  was	
  understandable	
  based	
  on	
  the	
  notoriously	
  

hard-­‐nosed	
  coverage	
  that	
  characterized	
  of	
  the	
  Times.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

The	
  third	
  most	
  common	
  theme	
  was	
  “Mention	
  of	
  Favre	
  with	
  other	
  retirees,	
  no	
  

judgment,”	
  structuring	
  6.7%	
  of	
  the	
  Favre	
  stories	
  in	
  the	
  Times.	
  	
  In	
  the	
  wake	
  of	
  his	
  

retirement,	
  Favre	
  was	
  often	
  grouped	
  together	
  with	
  retired	
  NFL	
  greats.	
  	
  However,	
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while	
  some	
  themes	
  and	
  frames	
  explicitly	
  implied	
  judgment,	
  this	
  theme	
  discussed	
  

Favre	
  without	
  offering	
  any	
  opinions	
  or	
  criticisms.	
  

	
  

	
  
Figure	
  4.42:	
  New	
  York	
  Times,	
  August	
  27,	
  2008,	
  Sports	
  (D7)	
  

The	
  above	
  article	
  contrasted	
  Favre	
  with	
  Michael	
  Strahan,	
  the	
  New	
  York	
  

Giants	
  defensive	
  end	
  that	
  retired	
  after	
  his	
  team	
  beat	
  the	
  Packers	
  in	
  the	
  2008	
  NFC	
  

Championship	
  game	
  and	
  won	
  the	
  Super	
  Bowl.	
  	
  Strahan’s	
  old	
  team	
  wanted	
  him	
  back,	
  

but	
  he	
  ultimately	
  decided	
  to	
  remain	
  retired.	
  	
  While	
  Favre’s	
  flip	
  flop	
  was	
  mentioned,	
  

no	
  judgment	
  ensued.	
  	
  Interestingly,	
  all	
  Times	
  stories	
  using	
  this	
  theme	
  also	
  used	
  the	
  

frame	
  “Favre	
  as	
  a	
  reference	
  point	
  for	
  others.”	
  	
  Again,	
  because	
  of	
  his	
  widespread	
  

fame	
  and	
  popularity,	
  a	
  mention	
  of	
  Favre	
  often	
  went	
  a	
  long	
  way	
  in	
  offering	
  insight	
  

into	
  the	
  situation	
  of	
  other	
  sports	
  stars,	
  like	
  Strahan,	
  struggling	
  with	
  retirement.	
  

The	
  theme	
  “Time	
  will	
  tell	
  if	
  Favre	
  can	
  be	
  successful	
  in	
  New	
  York;	
  big	
  

adjustments	
  ahead	
  for	
  Favre”	
  was	
  also	
  used	
  in	
  6.7%	
  of	
  the	
  articles	
  in	
  the	
  Times.	
  	
  

This	
  theme	
  basically	
  mused	
  about	
  Favre’s	
  chances	
  at	
  resurrecting	
  a	
  Jets	
  team	
  that	
  

had	
  struggled	
  in	
  recent	
  years.	
  	
  Ultimately,	
  the	
  reader	
  was	
  left	
  to	
  assume	
  that	
  the	
  

situation	
  would	
  just	
  have	
  to	
  play	
  out	
  and	
  more	
  information	
  would	
  be	
  published	
  

when	
  the	
  season	
  actually	
  started.	
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Figure	
  4.43:	
  New	
  York	
  Times,	
  August	
  8,	
  2008;	
  Sports	
  (D1)	
  

	
   In	
  this	
  excerpt	
  and	
  throughout	
  the	
  article,	
  though	
  the	
  author	
  expressed	
  hope	
  

that	
  Favre	
  could	
  work	
  his	
  magic	
  in	
  New	
  York	
  as	
  he	
  did	
  in	
  Green	
  Bay,	
  there	
  was	
  

significant	
  doubt	
  conveyed	
  about	
  Favre’s	
  age	
  and	
  how	
  it	
  would	
  affect	
  his	
  ability	
  to	
  

avoid	
  serious	
  injury.	
  	
  The	
  story	
  also	
  compared	
  Favre	
  to	
  other	
  legendary	
  

quarterbacks	
  who	
  ended	
  their	
  careers	
  far	
  from	
  the	
  teams	
  that	
  made	
  them	
  famous.	
  	
  

Some	
  found	
  success	
  even	
  late	
  in	
  their	
  professions	
  while	
  others	
  were	
  lumped	
  in	
  the	
  

failure	
  category,	
  tarnishing	
  their	
  otherwise	
  stellar	
  careers	
  by	
  continuing	
  to	
  play	
  long	
  

after	
  they	
  hit	
  their	
  peaks.	
  	
  The	
  question	
  left	
  hanging	
  at	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  the	
  article	
  was	
  

whether	
  Favre,	
  like	
  those	
  before	
  him,	
  would	
  be	
  judged	
  a	
  success—or	
  a	
  failure—at	
  

the	
  conclusion	
  of	
  his	
  career.	
  

Finally,	
  the	
  theme	
  “Classic	
  Favre	
  performance,	
  meets	
  expectations	
  of	
  Jets,”	
  

was	
  also	
  used	
  in	
  6.7%	
  of	
  the	
  articles.	
  	
  Favre	
  had	
  patented	
  plenty	
  of	
  moves	
  on	
  the	
  

field	
  that	
  were	
  uniquely	
  associated	
  with	
  him.	
  	
  His	
  trademarks	
  included	
  improbable	
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fourth	
  quarter	
  comebacks,	
  a	
  superhuman	
  ability	
  to	
  escape	
  defenders,	
  and	
  boyish	
  

excitement	
  over	
  a	
  touchdown.	
  	
  

	
  

	
  
Figure	
  4.44:	
  New	
  York	
  Times,	
  November	
  14,	
  2008,	
  Sports	
  (B11);	
  Greg	
  Bishop	
  

The	
  classic	
  Favre	
  performance	
  was	
  exactly	
  what	
  the	
  Jets	
  were	
  banking	
  on	
  

when	
  they	
  obtained	
  the	
  aging	
  quarterback,	
  and	
  with	
  articles	
  like	
  the	
  one	
  above,	
  

everyone	
  rested	
  easy	
  with	
  the	
  thought	
  that	
  the	
  right	
  decision	
  was	
  made.	
  	
  A	
  victory	
  

over	
  their	
  bitter	
  and	
  talented	
  division	
  rivals,	
  the	
  New	
  England	
  Patriots,	
  was	
  a	
  pretty	
  

good	
  indicator	
  that	
  Favre	
  still	
  had	
  some	
  magic	
  left.	
  	
  	
  

USA	
  Today	
  

	
   Just	
  as	
  a	
  large	
  percentage	
  of	
  the	
  New	
  York	
  Times	
  articles	
  were	
  covered	
  by	
  

relatively	
  few	
  themes,	
  so	
  was	
  the	
  case	
  with	
  USA	
  Today’s	
  coverage	
  of	
  the	
  Favre	
  story.	
  	
  

USA	
  Today	
  used	
  just	
  16	
  themes	
  in	
  its	
  sample	
  stories.	
  	
  The	
  most	
  popular	
  theme	
  

observed	
  was	
  “Uncertain	
  future	
  for	
  Favre,”	
  used	
  in	
  16%	
  of	
  the	
  sample	
  stories.	
  	
  

Again,	
  this	
  theme	
  focused	
  on	
  the	
  numerous	
  questions	
  that	
  swirled	
  around	
  Favre	
  

during	
  the	
  time	
  period	
  in	
  which	
  it	
  was	
  not	
  clear	
  whether	
  Favre	
  would	
  play	
  football	
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at	
  all,	
  much	
  less	
  for	
  the	
  Packers.	
  	
  Since	
  the	
  only	
  constant	
  amidst	
  the	
  Favre	
  saga	
  was	
  

often	
  the	
  lack	
  of	
  answers,	
  it	
  was	
  no	
  wonder	
  USA	
  Today	
  used	
  this	
  theme	
  often;	
  

uncertainty	
  was	
  clearly	
  newsworthy	
  during	
  this	
  time.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

	
  
Figure	
  4.45:	
  USA	
  Today,	
  August	
  5,	
  2008,	
  Sports	
  (1C)	
  

	
   This	
  article	
  was	
  published	
  in	
  the	
  midst	
  of	
  much	
  confusion	
  about	
  the	
  direction	
  

the	
  Packers	
  would	
  take	
  because	
  of	
  Favre’s	
  desire	
  to	
  return.	
  At	
  the	
  time	
  of	
  this	
  

article,	
  Favre	
  had	
  physically	
  returned	
  to	
  Green	
  Bay	
  and	
  was	
  in	
  discussion	
  with	
  the	
  

Packers	
  regarding	
  his	
  future	
  role	
  with	
  the	
  team.	
  	
  The	
  time	
  for	
  a	
  scheduled	
  press	
  

conference	
  to	
  update	
  the	
  press	
  on	
  developments	
  between	
  the	
  two	
  sides	
  passed	
  with	
  

no	
  news,	
  leaving	
  many	
  unanswered	
  questions.	
  	
  It	
  was	
  interesting	
  to	
  note	
  that	
  every	
  

USA	
  Today	
  article	
  that	
  used	
  the	
  uncertainty	
  theme	
  was	
  published	
  during	
  the	
  roughly	
  

two	
  week	
  time	
  period	
  when	
  Favre	
  forced	
  the	
  Packer’s	
  to	
  act	
  by	
  returning	
  to	
  Green	
  

Bay	
  with	
  the	
  intention	
  of	
  reporting	
  to	
  training	
  camp.	
  	
  	
  

	
   There	
  were	
  three	
  themes	
  tied	
  for	
  second	
  most	
  popular	
  in	
  USA	
  Today,	
  and	
  

they	
  represented	
  an	
  extremely	
  wide	
  range	
  of	
  recurring	
  ideas	
  related	
  to	
  the	
  

storyline.	
  	
  On	
  one	
  end	
  of	
  the	
  spectrum,	
  the	
  theme	
  “Favre	
  is	
  wrong	
  and/or	
  Packers	
  

are	
  right,”	
  was	
  used	
  in	
  12%	
  of	
  articles.	
  	
  This	
  theme	
  was	
  observed	
  in	
  the	
  other	
  two	
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publications,	
  but	
  by	
  the	
  numbers	
  was	
  not	
  as	
  popularly	
  used	
  in	
  those	
  newspapers	
  as	
  

it	
  was	
  by	
  USA	
  Today.	
  	
  	
  

	
  

	
  
Figure	
  4.46:	
  USA	
  Today,	
  July	
  17,	
  2007,	
  Sports	
  (3C)	
  

	
   This	
  article	
  was	
  very	
  unsupportive	
  of	
  Favre’s	
  desire	
  to	
  return	
  and	
  the	
  

seeming	
  ease	
  with	
  which	
  he	
  placed	
  the	
  Packers	
  in	
  a	
  very	
  difficult	
  situation.	
  	
  The	
  

story	
  cited	
  his	
  ‘newfound	
  ego’	
  and	
  pointed	
  out	
  that	
  this	
  was	
  not	
  the	
  same	
  Favre	
  

who,	
  until	
  now,	
  had	
  been	
  a	
  media	
  darling.	
  	
  Not	
  surprisingly,	
  this	
  article	
  and	
  the	
  

others	
  with	
  the	
  same	
  theme	
  were	
  all	
  used	
  in	
  conjunction	
  with	
  the	
  “Judgment”	
  frame.	
  

	
   On	
  the	
  flipside,	
  USA	
  Today	
  also	
  used	
  the	
  theme	
  “Favre	
  is	
  a	
  positive	
  reference	
  

point”	
  in	
  12%	
  of	
  the	
  stories.	
  	
  

	
  
Figure	
  4.47:	
  USA	
  Today,	
  April	
  18,	
  2008,	
  Sports	
  (10C)	
  

	
   This	
  article	
  arguably	
  became	
  more	
  interesting	
  for	
  Favre’s	
  inclusion.	
  	
  It	
  also	
  

allowed	
  a	
  chance	
  for	
  comparison	
  between	
  the	
  two	
  quarterbacks,	
  both	
  on	
  and	
  off	
  the	
  

football	
  field.	
  	
  This	
  theme	
  was	
  used	
  with	
  the	
  “Favre	
  as	
  a	
  reference	
  point	
  for	
  others”	
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frame.	
  	
  Unfortunately	
  for	
  McNair,	
  his	
  enjoyment	
  of	
  life	
  after	
  the	
  NFL	
  was	
  cut	
  short;	
  

he	
  was	
  killed	
  in	
  an	
  apparent	
  murder-­‐suicide	
  in	
  2009.	
  	
  Favre,	
  along	
  with	
  thousands	
  

of	
  other	
  mourners,	
  attended	
  his	
  funeral	
  (Clark,	
  2009).	
  	
  

	
   The	
  “humble,	
  grateful	
  NFL	
  star”	
  theme	
  was	
  also	
  used	
  in	
  12%	
  of	
  sample	
  

articles	
  on	
  Favre	
  in	
  USA	
  Today.	
  	
  Again,	
  this	
  theme	
  spoke	
  to	
  Favre’s	
  quiet	
  

appreciation	
  for	
  the	
  physical	
  talents	
  that	
  led	
  him	
  to	
  the	
  upper	
  echelon	
  of	
  NFL	
  

quarterbacks.	
  

	
  
Figure	
  4.48:	
  USA	
  Today,	
  March	
  7,	
  2008,	
  Sports	
  (1C)	
  

This	
  particular	
  article	
  was	
  paired	
  with	
  the	
  “Celebration/remembrance	
  of	
  

Favre”	
  frame,	
  a	
  fitting	
  tribute	
  to	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  NFL’s	
  best	
  men,	
  both	
  on	
  and	
  off	
  the	
  field.	
  	
  

In	
  fact,	
  this	
  frame-­‐theme	
  combination	
  was	
  typical	
  of	
  those	
  published	
  by	
  all	
  three	
  

publications	
  directly	
  after	
  Favre’s	
  first	
  retirement	
  (see	
  Figure	
  6.15,	
  p.	
  98).	
  	
  Favre	
  

was	
  extremely	
  modest	
  as	
  he	
  bowed	
  out	
  of	
  his	
  football	
  career	
  after	
  experiencing	
  

great	
  success	
  with	
  the	
  Packers.	
  	
  Most	
  journalists	
  mentioned	
  the	
  tears	
  that	
  Favre	
  

shed,	
  as	
  this	
  one	
  did,	
  clearly	
  demonstrating	
  what	
  a	
  difficult	
  time	
  it	
  was	
  for	
  him.	
  	
  

Perhaps	
  the	
  difficulties	
  Favre	
  showed	
  with	
  retirement	
  from	
  the	
  very	
  beginning	
  

accurately	
  foreshadowed	
  Favre’s	
  eventual	
  return	
  to	
  the	
  game	
  he	
  loved.	
  

	
   Finally,	
  the	
  theme	
  “Time	
  will	
  tell	
  if	
  Favre	
  can	
  be	
  successful	
  in	
  New	
  York;	
  big	
  

adjustments	
  ahead	
  for	
  Favre”	
  was	
  used	
  in	
  8%	
  of	
  the	
  sample	
  stories.	
  	
  Again,	
  this	
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theme	
  focused	
  on	
  Favre’s	
  future	
  with	
  the	
  Jets	
  and	
  the	
  many	
  questions	
  that	
  would	
  be	
  

answered	
  by	
  Favre’s	
  success—or	
  not—with	
  the	
  Jets.	
  	
  	
  	
  

	
  

	
  
Figure	
  4.49:	
  USA	
  Today,	
  September	
  5,	
  2008,	
  Bonus	
  Section	
  (1F)	
  

	
   This	
  article	
  pointed	
  out	
  what	
  a	
  big	
  gamble	
  the	
  Jets	
  took	
  by	
  signing	
  Favre.	
  	
  He	
  

had	
  nothing	
  left	
  to	
  prove	
  as	
  far	
  as	
  records	
  and	
  accolades.	
  	
  Nothing,	
  that	
  was,	
  except	
  

that	
  he	
  still	
  had	
  the	
  Favre	
  magic	
  left.	
  	
  As	
  the	
  article	
  aptly	
  pointed	
  out,	
  only	
  time	
  

would	
  tell	
  what	
  Favre	
  was	
  capable	
  of	
  as	
  a	
  New	
  York	
  Jet.	
  	
  The	
  rest	
  of	
  the	
  themes	
  used	
  

by	
  USA	
  Today	
  and	
  the	
  other	
  publications	
  are	
  presented	
  in	
  Appendix	
  A.	
  

Collective	
  Thoughts	
  on	
  Themes	
  in	
  All	
  Three	
  Publications	
  

	
   The	
  theme	
  “Uncertain	
  future	
  for	
  Favre”	
  was	
  the	
  most	
  popular	
  one	
  used	
  by	
  all	
  

three	
  publications.	
  	
  	
  Because	
  the	
  storyline	
  from	
  first	
  to	
  second	
  retirement	
  involved	
  

much	
  speculation,	
  often	
  with	
  both	
  Favre	
  and	
  the	
  Packers	
  being	
  secretive	
  or	
  vague	
  

about	
  intentions	
  and	
  plans,	
  this	
  was	
  certainly	
  not	
  a	
  surprise.	
  	
  In	
  fact,	
  the	
  uncertainty	
  

probably	
  made	
  it	
  a	
  more	
  salient	
  story	
  than	
  if	
  Favre	
  had	
  been	
  more	
  forthcoming	
  with	
  

details	
  of	
  his	
  future.	
  	
  	
  

Also,	
  all	
  three	
  newspapers	
  most	
  commonly	
  paired	
  the	
  “Uncertainty”	
  theme	
  

with	
  the	
  popular	
  frame	
  “Moving	
  forward.”	
  	
  As	
  Altheide	
  (1996)	
  pointed	
  out,	
  “certain	
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themes	
  become	
  more	
  appropriate	
  if	
  particular	
  frames	
  are	
  adopted,”	
  (p.	
  31).	
  	
  Though	
  

possible	
  courses	
  of	
  action	
  for	
  Favre	
  and	
  the	
  Packers	
  were	
  circulated	
  through	
  the	
  

newspaper	
  articles,	
  ultimately,	
  there	
  was	
  no	
  real	
  indication	
  of	
  the	
  direction	
  the	
  saga	
  

might	
  take	
  for	
  the	
  majority	
  of	
  the	
  time.	
  	
  Thus,	
  the	
  “Uncertainty”	
  theme	
  was	
  an	
  

appropriate	
  complement	
  for	
  the	
  “Moving	
  forward”	
  frame.	
  

However,	
  there	
  were	
  differences	
  observed	
  with	
  the	
  use	
  of	
  this	
  theme.	
  	
  The	
  

Press	
  Gazette	
  used	
  the	
  “Uncertainty”	
  theme	
  with	
  a	
  few	
  other	
  frames	
  besides	
  “Moving	
  

forward.”	
  	
  These	
  all	
  hit	
  close	
  to	
  home	
  for	
  the	
  publication	
  and	
  were	
  rooted	
  in	
  an	
  

explanation	
  of	
  how	
  the	
  situation	
  affected	
  the	
  local	
  area.	
  	
  These	
  frames	
  included	
  “He	
  

said	
  he	
  said,”	
  (which	
  outlined	
  the	
  back	
  and	
  forth,	
  often	
  accusatory	
  dialogue	
  between	
  

Favre	
  and	
  the	
  Packers)	
  “Favre	
  vs.	
  Rodgers—Comparisons	
  and	
  Competition,”	
  and	
  

“Favre	
  decision	
  on	
  2008	
  season	
  expected	
  soon”	
  (used	
  exclusively	
  before	
  Favre	
  

announced	
  his	
  first	
  retirement).	
  	
  	
  	
  

	
  In	
  addition	
  to	
  the	
  “Moving	
  forward”	
  frame,	
  USA	
  Today	
  used	
  the	
  uncertainty	
  

theme	
  with	
  just	
  one	
  other	
  frame:	
  “Divorce”.	
  	
  Because	
  of	
  the	
  general,	
  popular	
  nature	
  

of	
  the	
  publication,	
  moving	
  forward	
  and	
  the	
  break-­‐up	
  between	
  the	
  Packers	
  and	
  Favre	
  

were	
  possibly	
  the	
  most	
  relevant	
  and	
  interesting	
  ways	
  to	
  frame	
  the	
  story	
  for	
  

presentation	
  to	
  its	
  audience.	
  	
  	
  

Besides	
  “Moving	
  forward,”	
  The	
  New	
  York	
  Times	
  paired	
  the	
  “Uncertainty”	
  

theme	
  with	
  the	
  frames	
  “He	
  said	
  he	
  said,”	
  “Rumored	
  return,”	
  “Remarriage,”	
  and	
  

“Favre’s	
  durability.”	
  	
  After	
  Favre’s	
  desire	
  to	
  return	
  and	
  his	
  probable	
  destination	
  for	
  

the	
  2008-­‐2009	
  season	
  were	
  made	
  known,	
  these	
  were	
  obvious	
  ways	
  for	
  the	
  Times	
  to	
  

frame	
  the	
  stories	
  on	
  Favre,	
  and	
  uncertainty	
  was	
  clearly	
  a	
  common	
  denominator	
  in	
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all	
  of	
  these	
  instances.	
  	
  The	
  new	
  union	
  between	
  Favre	
  and	
  the	
  Jets,	
  and	
  Favre’s	
  

durability,	
  were	
  especially	
  salient	
  topics,	
  as	
  these	
  hit	
  close	
  to	
  home	
  with	
  the	
  New	
  

York	
  audience	
  and	
  Jets	
  fans,	
  despite	
  the	
  national	
  reach	
  of	
  the	
  publication.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

	
   Besides	
  the	
  uncertainty	
  theme,	
  the	
  only	
  other	
  theme	
  shared	
  by	
  the	
  Green	
  Bay	
  

Press	
  Gazette	
  and	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  other	
  publications	
  was	
  the	
  theme	
  “Humble,	
  grateful	
  

NFL	
  star,”	
  also	
  used	
  by	
  USA	
  Today.	
  	
  Both	
  coupled	
  this	
  theme	
  with	
  the	
  

“Celebration/remembrance	
  of	
  Favre”	
  frame,	
  which	
  were	
  also	
  popular	
  in	
  the	
  

coverage	
  put	
  forth	
  by	
  both	
  papers.	
  	
  However,	
  this	
  was	
  the	
  sole	
  frame	
  used	
  with	
  this	
  

theme	
  in	
  USA	
  Today.	
  	
  The	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  used	
  multiple	
  other	
  frames	
  to	
  accompany	
  

this	
  theme,	
  including	
  the	
  commonly	
  used	
  “Moving	
  forward.”	
  	
  	
  

	
   The	
  New	
  York	
  Times	
  and	
  USA	
  Today	
  both	
  used	
  the	
  theme	
  “Time	
  will	
  tell	
  if	
  

Favre	
  can	
  be	
  successful	
  in	
  New	
  York;	
  big	
  adjustments	
  ahead	
  for	
  Favre”	
  often	
  as	
  well;	
  

this	
  was	
  not	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  most	
  popular	
  themes	
  used	
  by	
  the	
  Press	
  Gazette.	
  	
  Each	
  

national	
  publication	
  also	
  paired	
  this	
  theme	
  with	
  the	
  frame	
  “Divorce”	
  one	
  time,	
  but	
  

differed	
  in	
  other	
  applications	
  of	
  this	
  theme	
  to	
  stories	
  on	
  Favre.	
  	
  Interestingly,	
  when	
  

the	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  did	
  use	
  the	
  “Time	
  will	
  tell”	
  theme,	
  the	
  frame	
  was	
  “Remarriage,”	
  

contrasting	
  with	
  the	
  “Divorce”	
  frame	
  often	
  used	
  by	
  both	
  national	
  publications.	
  	
  	
  

	
  
Figure	
  4.50:	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette,	
  August	
  11,	
  2008,	
  Sports	
  (C1,3)	
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Figure	
  4.51:	
  New	
  York	
  Times,	
  August	
  7,	
  2008,	
  Sports	
  (D1)	
  

	
  
	
  

	
  

	
  
Figure	
  4.52:	
  USA	
  Today,	
  September	
  5,	
  2008,	
  Bonus	
  Section	
  (3F)	
  

The	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  article	
  focused	
  on	
  Favre	
  making	
  a	
  new	
  home	
  in	
  New	
  York,	
  

while	
  the	
  national	
  papers	
  both	
  used	
  the	
  word	
  “Divorce”	
  in	
  articles	
  regarding	
  how	
  

Favre	
  might	
  perform	
  as	
  a	
  Jet.	
  	
  (However,	
  the	
  Times	
  also	
  used	
  the	
  “Remarriage”	
  

frame	
  in	
  some	
  sample	
  stories).	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

Besides	
  just	
  speculating	
  on	
  how	
  Favre	
  would	
  fare	
  in	
  New	
  York,	
  two	
  of	
  the	
  

other	
  popular	
  themes	
  observed	
  in	
  the	
  New	
  York	
  Times	
  sample	
  articles	
  described	
  

how	
  Favre	
  actually	
  performed	
  for	
  the	
  Jets	
  during	
  the	
  season.	
  	
  The	
  spectrum	
  ranged	
  

from	
  great	
  (theme:	
  “Classic	
  Favre	
  performance	
  meets	
  expectations	
  of	
  Jets”)	
  to	
  grim	
  

(theme:	
  “Favre’s	
  play	
  unimpressive;	
  Favre	
  looks	
  old	
  as	
  Jets	
  struggle”).	
  	
  This	
  was	
  not	
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surprising,	
  as	
  interest	
  in	
  the	
  Jets	
  was	
  piqued	
  when	
  Favre	
  became	
  the	
  team’s	
  leader;	
  

stories	
  tied	
  together	
  with	
  themes	
  on	
  Favre’s	
  play	
  were	
  to	
  be	
  expected.	
  

The	
  only	
  publication	
  that	
  popularly	
  used	
  the	
  theme	
  “Favre	
  is	
  wrong	
  and/or	
  

Packers	
  are	
  right”	
  was	
  USA	
  Today.	
  	
  However,	
  scrutiny	
  of	
  the	
  numbers	
  revealed	
  that	
  

USA	
  Today	
  published	
  only	
  two	
  stories	
  with	
  this	
  theme,	
  while	
  the	
  New	
  York	
  Times	
  

had	
  just	
  one	
  story,	
  and	
  the	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  had	
  three	
  stories	
  that	
  presented	
  

this	
  theme.	
  	
  It	
  is	
  important	
  to	
  reiterate	
  that	
  the	
  number	
  of	
  total	
  stories	
  in	
  the	
  

national	
  publications,	
  especially	
  USA	
  Today	
  can	
  make	
  the	
  outcomes	
  and	
  

comparisons	
  seem	
  skewed.	
  	
  But	
  the	
  fact	
  that	
  the	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  found	
  it	
  

fitting	
  for	
  only	
  three	
  of	
  212	
  stories	
  (1.4%	
  of	
  its	
  total	
  articles)	
  to	
  use	
  this	
  theme	
  

speaks	
  volumes	
  in	
  comparison	
  to	
  the	
  rest	
  of	
  the	
  stories	
  on	
  Favre.	
  	
  Calling	
  Favre	
  on	
  

his	
  transgressions	
  was	
  clearly	
  not	
  at	
  the	
  top	
  of	
  the	
  list	
  for	
  the	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  articles.	
  	
  	
  	
  

Additionally,	
  it	
  is	
  noteworthy	
  that	
  the	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  included	
  nearly	
  70	
  

unique	
  themes	
  in	
  coverage	
  of	
  the	
  Favre	
  storyline,	
  many	
  of	
  which	
  were	
  used	
  just	
  

once.	
  	
  While	
  these	
  could	
  have	
  been	
  coded	
  in	
  an	
  ‘Other’	
  category,	
  many	
  of	
  the	
  unique	
  

themes	
  provided	
  additional	
  insight	
  into	
  the	
  Favre	
  story.	
  	
  Therefore,	
  each	
  was	
  coded	
  

individually,	
  demonstrating	
  the	
  variety	
  of	
  angles	
  observed	
  in	
  the	
  storyline.	
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CHAPTER	
  5:	
  CONFLICT	
  AND	
  TONE	
  

Conflict	
  

	
   In	
  addition	
  to	
  the	
  frames	
  and	
  themes,	
  there	
  was	
  other	
  evidence	
  in	
  the	
  articles	
  

that	
  supported	
  both	
  differences	
  and	
  similarities	
  between	
  the	
  framing	
  by	
  national	
  

and	
  regional	
  newspapers,	
  in	
  addition	
  to	
  arguments	
  both	
  for	
  and	
  against	
  the	
  

legitimacy	
  of	
  structural	
  pluralism	
  in	
  the	
  Favre	
  story.	
  	
  Because	
  conflict,	
  mainly	
  the	
  

disagreement	
  between	
  Favre	
  and	
  the	
  Packers,	
  was	
  an	
  inherent	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  story,	
  and	
  

because	
  its	
  presence	
  or	
  absence	
  in	
  the	
  articles	
  published	
  by	
  each	
  newspaper	
  

potentially	
  spoke	
  to	
  the	
  larger	
  idea	
  of	
  structural	
  pluralism,	
  the	
  appearance	
  (or	
  not)	
  

of	
  conflict	
  was	
  coded	
  for	
  each	
  article.	
  	
  The	
  results	
  are	
  shown	
  in	
  Table	
  5.1.	
  	
  

Table	
  5.1:	
  Articles	
  with	
  Conflict	
  vs.	
  No	
  Conflict	
  in	
  All	
  Three	
  Publications	
  
Publication	
   	
   #	
  of	
  Articles	
   %	
  

Conflict	
   109	
   51%	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  
No	
  conflict	
   103	
   49%	
  
Conflict	
   23	
   51%	
  New	
  York	
  Times	
  
No	
  conflict	
   22	
   49%	
  
Conflict	
   16	
   64%	
  USA	
  Today	
  
No	
  conflict	
   9	
   36%	
  

	
  

Determining	
  if	
  conflict	
  was	
  present	
  or	
  not	
  entailed	
  reading	
  each	
  article	
  and	
  

determining	
  if	
  the	
  presentation	
  of	
  conflict	
  was	
  a	
  main	
  purpose	
  of	
  the	
  story.	
  	
  For	
  

example,	
  if	
  the	
  skirmish	
  between	
  Favre	
  and	
  the	
  Packers	
  was	
  simply	
  mentioned	
  in	
  

passing	
  as	
  the	
  reason	
  why	
  Favre	
  was	
  a	
  New	
  York	
  Jet,	
  but	
  was	
  primarily	
  about	
  the	
  

effect	
  Favre	
  had	
  on	
  the	
  merchandise	
  market	
  in	
  New	
  York,	
  the	
  story	
  was	
  not	
  coded	
  as	
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having	
  conflict.	
  	
  But,	
  if	
  the	
  article	
  focused	
  on	
  the	
  drawn	
  out	
  disagreement	
  between	
  

Favre	
  and	
  the	
  Packers,	
  the	
  story	
  had	
  conflict	
  and	
  was	
  classified	
  as	
  such.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  

As	
  Table	
  5.1	
  showed,	
  the	
  number	
  of	
  stories	
  with	
  conflict	
  vs.	
  articles	
  without	
  

conflict	
  was	
  almost	
  even	
  for	
  the	
  Press	
  Gazette.	
  	
  However,	
  there	
  were	
  more	
  stories	
  

with	
  conflict	
  than	
  not.	
  	
  If	
  structural	
  pluralism	
  were	
  at	
  play,	
  one	
  would	
  expect	
  that	
  

the	
  articles	
  without	
  conflict	
  would	
  far	
  outweigh	
  those	
  that	
  included	
  the	
  discord	
  

characterizing	
  much	
  of	
  the	
  Favre	
  saga.	
  	
  To	
  reiterate	
  what	
  Donohue,	
  Olien,	
  and	
  

Tichenor	
  (1968)	
  suggested,	
  the	
  media	
  in	
  smaller,	
  homogeneous	
  areas	
  tended	
  to	
  

report	
  conflict	
  less	
  than	
  larger	
  communities	
  with	
  more	
  complex	
  structures	
  and	
  a	
  

larger	
  array	
  of	
  opinions	
  to	
  convey.	
  	
  	
  

New	
  York	
  Times	
  

	
   The	
  conflict	
  vs.	
  no	
  conflict	
  articles	
  included	
  in	
  the	
  New	
  York	
  Times	
  sample	
  

were	
  also	
  shown	
  in	
  Table	
  5.1.	
  	
  The	
  ratio	
  was	
  nearly	
  even,	
  though	
  the	
  stories	
  in	
  

which	
  conflict	
  was	
  evident	
  narrowly	
  won	
  out.	
  	
  The	
  overall	
  numbers	
  might,	
  at	
  a	
  

glance,	
  support	
  structural	
  pluralism.	
  	
  However,	
  the	
  number	
  of	
  sample	
  articles	
  was	
  

relatively	
  small,	
  and	
  had	
  a	
  few	
  stories	
  been	
  coded	
  differently,	
  the	
  outcome	
  could	
  

have	
  been	
  different.	
  	
  	
  	
  

USA	
  Today	
  

	
   Table	
  5.1	
  also	
  showed	
  the	
  number	
  of	
  articles	
  containing	
  conflict,	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  

those	
  without	
  for	
  USA	
  Today.	
  	
  The	
  picture	
  was	
  a	
  bit	
  clearer	
  for	
  this	
  publication,	
  as	
  

the	
  number	
  of	
  stories	
  containing	
  conflict	
  clearly	
  outweighed	
  those	
  without	
  for	
  this	
  

sample.	
  	
  At	
  face	
  value,	
  this	
  supports	
  the	
  structural	
  pluralism	
  described	
  by	
  Donohue,	
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Olien,	
  and	
  Tichenor	
  (1968),	
  but	
  the	
  issue	
  of	
  the	
  small	
  number	
  of	
  sample	
  articles	
  

must	
  be	
  revisited	
  for	
  this	
  publication	
  as	
  well.	
  	
  It	
  is	
  difficult	
  to	
  tell	
  with	
  a	
  sample	
  of	
  

this	
  size	
  whether	
  or	
  not	
  the	
  number	
  of	
  articles	
  for	
  both	
  conflict	
  and	
  no	
  conflict	
  is	
  an	
  

accurate	
  depiction.	
  	
  	
  	
  

Collective	
  Thoughts	
  on	
  Conflict	
  in	
  All	
  Three	
  Publications	
   	
  

Based	
  on	
  the	
  above	
  information,	
  it	
  would	
  be	
  difficult	
  to	
  completely	
  resolve	
  

the	
  issue	
  of	
  the	
  validity	
  of	
  structural	
  pluralism	
  with	
  regard	
  to	
  this	
  particular	
  

storyline.	
  	
  Because	
  the	
  Favre	
  saga	
  was	
  inherently	
  full	
  of	
  conflict,	
  perhaps	
  the	
  Press	
  

Gazette	
  was	
  simply	
  reporting	
  on	
  what	
  was	
  happening	
  at	
  the	
  time.	
  	
  Future	
  studies	
  

might	
  elaborate	
  on	
  how	
  or	
  if	
  structural	
  pluralism	
  can	
  account	
  for	
  stories	
  that	
  have	
  

inherent	
  disagreement.	
  	
  Though	
  there	
  was	
  an	
  absence	
  of	
  literature	
  on	
  this	
  topic,	
  

Mikelson’s	
  (2007)	
  work	
  did	
  not	
  support	
  the	
  idea	
  that	
  smaller	
  newspapers	
  tend	
  to	
  

avoid	
  reporting	
  conflict;	
  her	
  study	
  covered	
  a	
  controversial,	
  conflict-­‐rich	
  wolf	
  

reintroduction	
  in	
  Idaho.	
  	
  	
  

As	
  Table	
  5.2	
  shows,	
  the	
  two	
  national	
  publications	
  observed	
  together	
  showed	
  

more	
  support	
  for	
  structural	
  pluralism	
  than	
  taken	
  alone.	
  	
  Still,	
  a	
  larger	
  number	
  of	
  

articles	
  might	
  have	
  more	
  clearly	
  strengthened	
  or	
  discounted	
  the	
  case	
  for	
  structural	
  

pluralism.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

Table	
  5.2:	
  Presence	
  of	
  Conflict	
  in	
  Local	
  vs.	
  National	
  Publications	
  
Publication	
   	
   #	
  of	
  Articles	
   %	
  

Conflict	
   109	
   51%	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  
No	
  conflict	
   103	
   49%	
  
Conflict	
   39	
   56%	
  New	
  York	
  Times	
  &	
  USA	
  Today	
  
No	
  conflict	
   31	
   44%	
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Tone	
  

	
   Tone	
  was	
  another	
  category	
  that	
  Altheide	
  (1996)	
  suggested	
  for	
  inclusion	
  in	
  

his	
  ECA	
  protocol.	
  	
  Tone	
  referred	
  to	
  whether	
  the	
  overall	
  “sound”	
  or	
  presentation	
  of	
  

the	
  article	
  was	
  positive,	
  negative,	
  or	
  neutral	
  with	
  regard	
  to	
  Favre.	
  	
  While	
  part	
  of	
  this	
  

determination	
  came	
  from	
  the	
  author’s	
  presentation	
  of	
  Favre,	
  some	
  of	
  the	
  decision	
  

on	
  tone	
  inevitably	
  resulted	
  from	
  the	
  feelings	
  each	
  sample	
  story	
  invoked	
  in	
  me,	
  likely	
  

a	
  result	
  of	
  my	
  long	
  history	
  in	
  and	
  around	
  Packer	
  culture.	
  	
  Overall,	
  tone	
  was	
  fairly	
  

easy	
  to	
  determine,	
  and	
  none	
  of	
  the	
  sample	
  articles	
  presented	
  doubt	
  as	
  to	
  their	
  

classification	
  (See	
  Table	
  5.3).	
  

Table	
  5.3:	
  Tone	
  in	
  All	
  Three	
  Publications	
  
	
   	
   Positive	
   Negative	
   Neutral	
  

Articles	
   70	
   43	
   99	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  
Percentage	
   33%	
   20%	
   47%	
  
Articles	
   13	
   17	
   15	
  New	
  York	
  Times	
  
Percentage	
   29%	
   38%	
   33%	
  
Articles	
   6	
   7	
   12	
  USA	
  Today	
  
Percentage	
   24%	
   28%	
   48%	
  

	
   	
  

Collective	
  Thoughts	
  on	
  Tone	
  for	
  All	
  Three	
  Publications	
  

Positive	
  articles	
  in	
  the	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  sample	
  were	
  not	
  difficult	
  to	
  

find,	
  especially	
  around	
  the	
  time	
  of	
  Favre’s	
  retirement.	
  	
  It	
  was	
  also	
  interesting	
  that	
  

while	
  there	
  was	
  more	
  conflict	
  than	
  not	
  in	
  the	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  stories	
  (see	
  Table	
  5.2),	
  

there	
  were	
  far	
  more	
  positive	
  and	
  neutral	
  articles	
  than	
  negative	
  ones	
  (see	
  Table	
  5.3).	
  	
  

In	
  contrast,	
  negative	
  and	
  neutral	
  articles	
  ruled	
  the	
  New	
  York	
  Times	
  and	
  USA	
  Today	
  

samples,	
  as	
  positive	
  stories	
  made	
  up	
  the	
  smallest	
  amount	
  of	
  the	
  total	
  sample	
  in	
  both	
  

of	
  these	
  publications.	
  	
  The	
  results	
  of	
  the	
  national	
  publications	
  were	
  in	
  line	
  with	
  

previous	
  studies	
  on	
  structural	
  pluralism.	
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However,	
  the	
  results	
  for	
  the	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  presented	
  a	
  conundrum	
  and	
  were	
  

further	
  pared	
  down	
  in	
  Table	
  5.4	
  to	
  compare	
  the	
  tone	
  of	
  stories	
  with	
  conflict	
  to	
  the	
  

tone	
  in	
  the	
  articles	
  that	
  did	
  not	
  contain	
  conflict.	
  	
  

	
  
Table	
  5.4:	
  Tone	
  for	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  Articles	
  With	
  and	
  Without	
  Conflict	
  
	
   Conflict	
   No	
  Conflict	
  
Positive	
   9	
   61	
  
Negative	
   40	
   3	
  
Neutral	
   60	
   39	
  
Totals	
   109	
   103	
  

	
  
The	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  published	
  far	
  more	
  no	
  conflict,	
  positive	
  articles	
  than	
  

positive	
  articles	
  in	
  which	
  conflict	
  was	
  apparent.	
  	
  	
  

	
  
Figure	
  5.1:	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette,	
  July	
  11,	
  2008,	
  News	
  (A1)	
  

The	
  above	
  excerpt	
  was	
  a	
  rare	
  positive	
  article	
  in	
  light	
  of	
  the	
  obvious	
  conflict	
  

between	
  Favre	
  and	
  the	
  Packers	
  that	
  followed	
  his	
  announcement	
  of	
  plans	
  to	
  return	
  

to	
  the	
  NFL.	
  	
  The	
  article	
  noted	
  Favre	
  would	
  remain	
  a	
  popular	
  Packers	
  figure,	
  

regardless	
  of	
  how	
  the	
  drama	
  between	
  him	
  and	
  the	
  Packers	
  played	
  out.	
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The	
  majority	
  of	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  articles	
  during	
  this	
  time	
  were	
  not	
  so	
  optimistic,	
  

however.	
  	
  Neutral	
  and	
  negative	
  articles	
  were	
  more	
  prominent	
  in	
  the	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  

stories	
  with	
  conflict.	
  	
  Additionally,	
  the	
  majority	
  of	
  articles	
  that	
  contained	
  conflict	
  

were	
  published	
  during	
  the	
  tumultuous	
  time	
  after	
  Favre’s	
  ‘itch’	
  to	
  return	
  was	
  

publicized.	
  	
  	
  

This	
  suggested	
  that	
  even	
  the	
  regional	
  paper	
  was	
  not	
  afraid	
  to	
  criticize	
  Favre	
  

during	
  this	
  time,	
  despite	
  the	
  theoretical	
  indication	
  that	
  smaller	
  communities	
  with	
  

less	
  pluralism	
  would	
  shy	
  away	
  from	
  the	
  reporting	
  of	
  conflict	
  (Donohue,	
  Olien,	
  &	
  

Tichenor,	
  1968).	
  	
  Perhaps	
  a	
  combination	
  of	
  the	
  conflict	
  and	
  tone	
  categories	
  would	
  

paint	
  a	
  more	
  accurate	
  picture	
  of	
  whether	
  or	
  not	
  structural	
  pluralism	
  was	
  at	
  work.	
  	
  

More	
  research	
  is	
  warranted	
  in	
  this	
  area,	
  especially	
  for	
  stories	
  that	
  are	
  inherently	
  full	
  

of	
  conflict,	
  as	
  was	
  the	
  Favre	
  saga.	
  	
  It	
  is	
  entirely	
  possible	
  that	
  context	
  in	
  which	
  conflict	
  

is	
  presented	
  must	
  be	
  observed	
  as	
  it	
  relates	
  to	
  structural	
  pluralism.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

	
   Additionally,	
  despite	
  this	
  study’s	
  classification	
  of	
  the	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  as	
  a	
  small,	
  

regional	
  newspaper	
  relative	
  to	
  the	
  Times	
  and	
  USA	
  Today,	
  the	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  may	
  be	
  

large	
  enough	
  to	
  report	
  diverse	
  ideas	
  representative	
  of	
  its	
  coverage	
  area.	
  	
  On	
  the	
  

same	
  note,	
  perhaps	
  the	
  original	
  structural	
  pluralism	
  work	
  of	
  Olien,	
  Donohue,	
  and	
  

Tichenor	
  (1968)	
  is	
  being	
  undermined	
  by	
  the	
  availability	
  of	
  online	
  newspapers.	
  	
  

Even	
  publications	
  representing	
  small	
  towns	
  are	
  readily	
  accessible	
  by	
  a	
  wide	
  range	
  

of	
  diverse	
  readers.	
  	
  Perhaps	
  this	
  has	
  influenced	
  the	
  style	
  of	
  reporting	
  by	
  smaller	
  

newspapers,	
  as	
  they	
  strive	
  to	
  meet	
  the	
  needs	
  of	
  a	
  varied	
  readership.	
  	
  Additional	
  

studies	
  in	
  this	
  area	
  are	
  needed	
  to	
  shed	
  more	
  light	
  on	
  this	
  matter.	
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CHAPTER	
  6:	
  SOURCES	
  AND	
  FAVRE	
  AS	
  MAIN	
  TOPIC	
  

Sources	
  

	
   As	
  Altheide	
  (1987b)	
  noted,	
  each	
  form	
  of	
  media	
  communicates	
  news	
  uniquely,	
  

using	
  its	
  own	
  guidelines	
  or	
  “formats”	
  (p.	
  181)	
  to	
  structure	
  and	
  present	
  reports.	
  	
  

Newspapers	
  are	
  no	
  different,	
  and	
  sources	
  are	
  one	
  important	
  means	
  by	
  which	
  print	
  

media	
  conveys	
  information.	
  	
  In	
  the	
  case	
  of	
  Favre,	
  numerous	
  sources	
  were	
  used	
  in	
  

the	
  sample	
  articles,	
  from	
  the	
  Packers	
  management	
  to	
  Favre’s	
  friends	
  and	
  family	
  to	
  

history	
  scholars	
  in	
  Mississippi.	
  	
  

	
   In	
  addition	
  to	
  keeping	
  tabs	
  on	
  which	
  sources	
  were	
  used	
  in	
  the	
  Favre	
  stories,	
  

if	
  more	
  than	
  one	
  source	
  was	
  used	
  in	
  an	
  article,	
  the	
  source	
  used	
  most	
  often	
  was	
  

classified	
  as	
  the	
  main	
  source.	
  	
  Often,	
  an	
  imbalance	
  in	
  the	
  use	
  of	
  sources	
  can	
  affect	
  the	
  

way	
  in	
  which	
  a	
  story	
  is	
  framed.	
  	
  Sources	
  can	
  lend	
  credibility	
  to	
  a	
  story,	
  and	
  the	
  use	
  

of	
  a	
  certain	
  source	
  at	
  the	
  expense	
  of	
  another	
  may	
  affect	
  the	
  framing	
  of	
  the	
  entire	
  

story	
  (Druckman,	
  2001).	
  

Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  

	
   The	
  most	
  common	
  source	
  used	
  by	
  the	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  was	
  the	
  Green	
  

Bay	
  Packers’	
  management,	
  used	
  in	
  67	
  articles.	
  	
  This	
  category	
  included	
  General	
  

Manager	
  (GM)	
  Ted	
  Thompson,	
  head	
  coach	
  Mike	
  McCarthy,	
  and	
  former	
  GM	
  Ron	
  Wolf	
  

(the	
  man	
  who	
  lobbied	
  to	
  obtain	
  Favre	
  from	
  the	
  Atlanta	
  Falcons;	
  see	
  Figure	
  4.28).	
  	
  Of	
  

these	
  usages,	
  more	
  than	
  half	
  of	
  the	
  articles	
  quoted	
  the	
  management	
  as	
  the	
  main	
  

source.	
  	
  The	
  Packers	
  organization	
  was	
  largely	
  affected	
  by	
  Favre’s	
  decisions	
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throughout	
  most	
  of	
  the	
  yearlong	
  timeframe	
  and	
  had	
  plenty	
  to	
  say	
  about	
  the	
  

situation;	
  it	
  was	
  not	
  surprising	
  that	
  the	
  management	
  was	
  quoted	
  most	
  often	
  on	
  the	
  

topic	
  of	
  Favre.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

	
  
Figure	
  6.1:	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette,	
  July	
  10,	
  2008,	
  News	
  (A1)	
  

This	
  article	
  highlighted	
  an	
  appearance	
  by	
  Mike	
  McCarthy	
  at	
  the	
  local	
  Boys	
  &	
  

Girls	
  Club.	
  	
  The	
  topic	
  of	
  the	
  Favre	
  drama	
  had	
  not	
  escaped	
  the	
  younger	
  generation,	
  as	
  

McCarthy	
  was	
  asked	
  multiple	
  questions	
  about	
  Favre	
  and	
  his	
  possible	
  return,	
  though	
  

the	
  coach	
  did	
  not	
  answer	
  any	
  Favre-­‐related	
  questions.	
  	
  	
  

It	
  was	
  noteworthy	
  that	
  Favre	
  himself,	
  the	
  subject	
  of	
  the	
  melee,	
  was	
  not	
  the	
  

most	
  used	
  source	
  in	
  the	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  articles.	
  	
  He	
  was	
  used	
  as	
  a	
  source	
  in	
  43	
  sample	
  

articles,	
  and	
  was	
  the	
  main	
  source	
  in	
  just	
  over	
  half	
  of	
  them.	
  	
  When	
  the	
  entire	
  

storyline	
  was	
  looked	
  at	
  in	
  context,	
  however,	
  this	
  made	
  sense.	
  	
  There	
  was	
  a	
  good	
  deal	
  

of	
  time	
  between	
  Favre’s	
  ‘itch’	
  to	
  return	
  being	
  publicized	
  and	
  his	
  first	
  comments	
  on	
  

the	
  situation.	
  	
  This	
  alone	
  may	
  account	
  for	
  this	
  discrepancy,	
  as	
  Favre	
  was	
  quiet	
  

during	
  much	
  of	
  this	
  time,	
  accounting	
  for	
  the	
  popular	
  use	
  of	
  the	
  “Uncertainty”	
  theme	
  

by	
  all	
  three	
  publications.	
  	
  

	
  	
   Favre’s	
  friends	
  and	
  family	
  (including	
  quotes	
  from	
  unnamed	
  sources	
  close	
  to	
  

the	
  quarterback)	
  were	
  used	
  as	
  sources	
  in	
  the	
  sample	
  articles	
  25	
  times,	
  and	
  were	
  the	
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main	
  source	
  of	
  information	
  in	
  just	
  under	
  half	
  of	
  these	
  instances	
  (44%).	
  	
  There	
  were	
  

just	
  five	
  stories	
  in	
  which	
  Favre	
  and	
  his	
  friends/family	
  were	
  simultaneously	
  used	
  as	
  

sources.	
  Three	
  of	
  the	
  stories	
  were	
  published	
  after	
  Favre	
  retired	
  from	
  the	
  Packers	
  

and	
  depended	
  on	
  quotes	
  from	
  family	
  and	
  friends	
  to	
  speculate	
  on	
  what	
  Favre	
  would	
  

do	
  with	
  his	
  newfound	
  free	
  time.	
  	
  Quotes	
  from	
  Favre’s	
  friends	
  and	
  family	
  also	
  aided	
  

in	
  the	
  understanding	
  of	
  why	
  Favre	
  was	
  displeased	
  with	
  Ted	
  Thompson’s	
  actions	
  

after	
  Favre	
  expressed	
  a	
  desire	
  to	
  return	
  to	
  football.	
  	
  It	
  was	
  no	
  secret	
  that	
  Favre	
  was	
  

a	
  family	
  man	
  who	
  had	
  close	
  friendships	
  that	
  he	
  had	
  fostered	
  throughout	
  his	
  years	
  

with	
  the	
  Packers.	
  	
  Perhaps	
  in	
  the	
  stories	
  in	
  which	
  Favre	
  himself	
  was	
  not	
  able	
  to	
  

speak	
  his	
  mind,	
  his	
  friends	
  and	
  family	
  were	
  able	
  to	
  provide	
  a	
  voice	
  for	
  him.	
  	
  

	
  
Figure	
  6.2:	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette,	
  July	
  6,	
  2008,	
  Sports	
  (C1,	
  3);	
  Mike	
  Vandermause	
  

	
   The	
  excerpt	
  above	
  quoted	
  Favre’s	
  mother,	
  Bonita,	
  who	
  suggested	
  that	
  her	
  

son	
  was	
  pressured	
  to	
  retire	
  so	
  the	
  Packers	
  could	
  move	
  on,	
  as	
  the	
  quarterback’s	
  final	
  

playing	
  days	
  were	
  inevitably	
  nearing.	
  	
  Favre	
  was	
  not	
  quoted	
  in	
  this	
  article.	
  	
  	
  

Packer	
  fans	
  were	
  also	
  familiar	
  sources	
  for	
  quotes	
  in	
  the	
  sample	
  articles	
  

observed	
  throughout	
  the	
  entire	
  sample	
  period.	
  	
  The	
  green	
  and	
  gold	
  faithful	
  were	
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used	
  23	
  times,	
  and	
  were	
  the	
  main	
  source	
  in	
  every	
  instance.	
  	
  Interestingly,	
  only	
  one	
  

Press	
  Gazette	
  story	
  quoted	
  both	
  Favre	
  and	
  fans.	
  	
  

	
  
Figure	
  6.3:	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette,	
  March	
  9,	
  2008,	
  News	
  (A1-­2)	
  

	
   The	
  article	
  and	
  above	
  excerpt	
  noted	
  that	
  Favre	
  and	
  his	
  winning	
  ways	
  brought	
  

life	
  back	
  to	
  Titletown,	
  which	
  had	
  suffered	
  a	
  series	
  of	
  unfortunate	
  seasons	
  prior	
  to	
  

his	
  arrival.	
  	
  Favre	
  quotes	
  are	
  fan-­‐related,	
  as	
  he	
  noted	
  a	
  family	
  feel	
  to	
  the	
  Packers	
  and	
  

their	
  city.	
  Favre	
  fans	
  did	
  not	
  just	
  care	
  about	
  him	
  on	
  a	
  superficial	
  level	
  related	
  to	
  wins	
  

and	
  losses;	
  they	
  felt	
  his	
  personal	
  pain	
  along	
  with	
  him.	
  	
  Favre	
  called	
  his	
  relationship	
  

with	
  the	
  Packers	
  a	
  ‘perfect	
  fit.’	
  	
  	
  

Other	
  times	
  the	
  fan	
  quotes	
  were	
  used	
  to	
  monitor	
  the	
  feelings	
  of	
  Packer	
  

nation	
  regarding	
  the	
  Favre	
  saga.	
  	
  From	
  their	
  thoughts	
  on	
  his	
  retirement,	
  to	
  whether	
  

the	
  Packers	
  should	
  welcome	
  Favre	
  back,	
  fans	
  certainly	
  varied	
  in	
  opinion.	
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Figure	
  6.4:	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette,	
  August	
  7,	
  2008,	
  News	
  (A2)	
  

	
   The	
  article	
  above	
  quoted	
  fans	
  after	
  Favre’s	
  first	
  retirement.	
  	
  While	
  fans	
  

generally	
  supported	
  his	
  decision,	
  many	
  were	
  surprised	
  that	
  Favre	
  would	
  call	
  it	
  quits	
  

after	
  such	
  a	
  successful	
  season;	
  others	
  wished	
  him	
  well	
  as	
  he	
  took	
  some	
  time	
  for	
  

himself.	
  	
  There	
  was	
  an	
  overall	
  feeling	
  of	
  gratitude	
  for	
  what	
  Favre	
  had	
  done	
  in	
  Green	
  

Bay,	
  both	
  on	
  and	
  off	
  the	
  field.	
  	
  	
  

	
   NFL	
  coaches	
  and	
  players	
  also	
  had	
  plenty	
  to	
  say	
  about	
  the	
  Favre	
  situation	
  

throughout	
  the	
  sample	
  article	
  period,	
  and	
  these	
  professionals	
  were	
  used	
  as	
  sources	
  

22	
  times.	
  	
  Though	
  this	
  was	
  just	
  one	
  time	
  less	
  than	
  Packer	
  fans	
  were	
  used,	
  coaches	
  

and	
  players	
  were	
  only	
  the	
  main	
  sources	
  quoted	
  in	
  half	
  of	
  the	
  stories.	
  	
  Obviously	
  

Favre’s	
  retirements	
  and	
  un-­‐retirement	
  had	
  a	
  ripple	
  effect	
  across	
  the	
  NFL.	
  	
  

Numerous	
  NFL	
  heavy-­‐hitters	
  weighed	
  in	
  on	
  the	
  saga,	
  including	
  the	
  man	
  who	
  would	
  

later	
  become	
  Favre’s	
  head	
  coach,	
  Brad	
  Childress	
  of	
  the	
  Minnesota	
  Vikings,	
  Peyton	
  

Manning	
  of	
  the	
  Colts,	
  and	
  Dallas	
  Cowboy	
  QB	
  Tony	
  Romo.	
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Figure	
  6.5:	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette,	
  July	
  13,	
  2008,	
  Sports	
  (C2)	
  

	
   While	
  some	
  athletes	
  offered	
  judgment	
  on	
  Favre’s	
  return	
  to	
  the	
  NFL,	
  in	
  the	
  

above	
  article,	
  Peyton	
  Manning	
  chose	
  to	
  comment	
  on	
  Favre’s	
  impressive	
  start	
  streak.	
  	
  

Manning	
  was	
  the	
  active	
  player	
  closest	
  to	
  overtaking	
  Favre.	
  	
  However,	
  as	
  Manning	
  

stated,	
  he	
  could	
  not	
  start	
  inching	
  his	
  way	
  to	
  surpassing	
  Favre’s	
  record	
  if	
  Favre	
  

continued	
  to	
  play.	
  	
  	
  

	
   Vikings	
  coach	
  Childress	
  also	
  took	
  a	
  non-­‐judgmental	
  route	
  in	
  his	
  comments	
  on	
  

the	
  drama.	
  	
  His	
  situation	
  was	
  also	
  complicated	
  by	
  reports	
  that	
  the	
  Vikings	
  had	
  

tampered	
  with	
  Favre,	
  trying	
  to	
  entice	
  him	
  to	
  join	
  their	
  team	
  when	
  Favre	
  was	
  still	
  

technically	
  on	
  the	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Packers’	
  roster	
  even	
  after	
  he	
  retired.	
  	
  (The	
  charges	
  

were	
  later	
  dropped,	
  as	
  the	
  NFL	
  found	
  insufficient	
  evidence	
  to	
  issue	
  fines	
  or	
  other	
  

legal	
  ramifications).	
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Figure	
  6.6:	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette,	
  July	
  16,	
  2008,	
  Sports	
  (C4);	
  AP	
  

	
   In	
  the	
  excerpt	
  above,	
  Childress	
  noted	
  that	
  the	
  saga	
  was	
  interesting	
  if	
  nothing	
  

else.	
  	
  Though	
  it	
  was	
  widely	
  reported	
  that	
  Favre	
  wanted	
  to	
  play	
  for	
  the	
  Vikings,	
  as	
  

they	
  would	
  have	
  had	
  a	
  legitimate	
  shot	
  at	
  a	
  Super	
  Bowl	
  run	
  with	
  a	
  decent	
  

quarterback	
  like	
  Favre,	
  under	
  league	
  rules	
  Childress	
  could	
  not	
  actually	
  comment	
  on	
  

the	
  situation.	
  	
  

	
   Finally,	
  Packer	
  players	
  were	
  used	
  20	
  times	
  in	
  the	
  sample	
  articles,	
  and	
  were	
  

the	
  main	
  sources	
  in	
  45%	
  of	
  the	
  stories	
  in	
  which	
  they	
  were	
  quoted.	
  	
  Because	
  these	
  

players	
  were	
  experiencing	
  the	
  situation	
  in	
  living	
  color,	
  they	
  were	
  not	
  grouped	
  

together	
  with	
  the	
  rest	
  of	
  the	
  NFL	
  players	
  in	
  the	
  category	
  discussed	
  above.	
  	
  	
  

	
  
Figure	
  6.7:	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette,	
  August	
  6,	
  2008,	
  Sports	
  (C1)	
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   This	
  excerpt	
  noted	
  that	
  many	
  players	
  no	
  longer	
  cared	
  what	
  happened	
  in	
  the	
  

Favre	
  saga—they	
  just	
  wanted	
  the	
  unnecessary	
  distraction	
  to	
  go	
  away.	
  	
  Despite	
  a	
  

new	
  season	
  and	
  fresh	
  start	
  for	
  the	
  Packers	
  on	
  the	
  horizon,	
  the	
  Favre	
  situation	
  

dominated	
  the	
  locker	
  room	
  questions	
  from	
  the	
  media.	
  	
  Most	
  of	
  the	
  players	
  were	
  just	
  

plain	
  sick	
  and	
  tired	
  of	
  the	
  entire	
  situation.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

Additionally,	
  it	
  should	
  be	
  noted	
  that	
  Aaron	
  Rodgers	
  was	
  given	
  his	
  own	
  

category,	
  as	
  his	
  involvement	
  in	
  the	
  storyline	
  was	
  more	
  prominent	
  than	
  any	
  other	
  

Packer	
  player.	
  	
  Though	
  he	
  was	
  not	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  top	
  sources	
  used	
  in	
  the	
  sample	
  (he	
  was	
  

used	
  11	
  times	
  in	
  the	
  sample	
  articles),	
  Rodgers	
  took	
  the	
  high	
  road	
  during	
  the	
  

uncertain	
  summer.	
  	
  While	
  many	
  articles	
  compared	
  and	
  contrasted	
  Favre	
  and	
  

Rodgers’	
  physical	
  abilities,	
  stories	
  that	
  detailed	
  how	
  each	
  dealt	
  with	
  the	
  uncertain	
  

situation	
  allowed	
  the	
  reader	
  to	
  make	
  their	
  own	
  comparisons	
  of	
  Favre	
  and	
  Rodgers	
  

on	
  a	
  more	
  personal	
  level.	
  	
  	
  

	
  
Figure	
  6.8:	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette,	
  July	
  29,	
  2008,	
  Sports	
  (C1,3)	
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   For	
  example,	
  Rodgers	
  noted	
  in	
  the	
  above	
  excerpt	
  that	
  many	
  of	
  his	
  teammates	
  

supported	
  him	
  and	
  had	
  called	
  to	
  offer	
  kind	
  words	
  about	
  the	
  sticky	
  situation.	
  	
  

Rodgers	
  was	
  also	
  told	
  he	
  was	
  still	
  the	
  starting	
  quarterback	
  for	
  the	
  Packers,	
  and	
  he	
  

was	
  doing	
  his	
  best	
  to	
  focus	
  on	
  the	
  game	
  and	
  not	
  the	
  unusual	
  circumstances	
  

surrounding	
  his	
  situation.	
  	
  Certainly	
  more	
  stories	
  during	
  the	
  sample	
  period	
  involved	
  

and	
  quoted	
  Aaron	
  Rodgers.	
  	
  However,	
  if	
  the	
  story	
  was	
  solely	
  about	
  Rodgers,	
  it	
  was	
  

excluded	
  from	
  the	
  sample,	
  since	
  the	
  study	
  was	
  primarily	
  about	
  Favre.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

	
   In	
  stark	
  contrast	
  to	
  Rodgers’	
  excellent	
  working	
  relationship	
  with	
  the	
  Packer	
  

management	
  at	
  this	
  point,	
  Favre	
  accused	
  the	
  management	
  of	
  telling	
  half-­‐truths	
  and	
  

pushing	
  him	
  out	
  of	
  the	
  organization	
  at	
  a	
  time	
  when	
  he	
  was	
  not	
  sure	
  that	
  retirement	
  

was	
  the	
  best	
  choice	
  for	
  him.	
  	
  	
  	
  

	
  
Figure	
  6.9:	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette,	
  July	
  15,	
  2008,	
  News	
  (A1)	
  

	
   The	
  above	
  article	
  outlined	
  the	
  first	
  in	
  a	
  series	
  of	
  interviews	
  Favre	
  had	
  with	
  

Greta	
  Van	
  Susteren	
  of	
  FOX	
  News	
  in	
  which	
  Favre	
  lambasted	
  the	
  Packers	
  for	
  their	
  

actions	
  before	
  and	
  after	
  his	
  retirement.	
  	
  Though	
  nothing	
  was	
  clear	
  about	
  Favre’s	
  



	
   98	
  

future	
  with	
  the	
  Packers	
  at	
  this	
  time,	
  it	
  was	
  obvious	
  that	
  his	
  relationship	
  with	
  them	
  

was	
  rapidly	
  deteriorating.	
  

New	
  York	
  Times	
  

	
   In	
  contrast	
  to	
  his	
  use	
  in	
  the	
  Press	
  Gazette,	
  Favre	
  was	
  the	
  most	
  used	
  source	
  in	
  

the	
  New	
  York	
  Times	
  sample	
  articles,	
  quoted	
  in	
  18	
  stories	
  and	
  used	
  as	
  the	
  main	
  

source	
  in	
  61%	
  of	
  these	
  instances.	
  	
  	
  

	
  

	
  
Figure	
  6.10:	
  New	
  York	
  Times,	
  September	
  15,	
  2008,	
  Sports	
  (D3)	
  

In	
  contrast	
  to	
  the	
  less-­‐than-­‐pretty	
  picture	
  Favre’s	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  quotes	
  

painted	
  of	
  the	
  Packers’	
  management,	
  Favre	
  was	
  more	
  polite	
  with	
  the	
  Jets.	
  	
  Favre	
  

noted	
  that	
  while	
  he	
  would	
  have	
  liked	
  to	
  run	
  different	
  plays	
  than	
  were	
  called,	
  he	
  

respected	
  the	
  offensive	
  coordinator’s	
  decisions	
  and	
  would	
  do	
  what	
  was	
  asked	
  of	
  

him.	
  	
  	
  

The	
  Jets	
  had	
  plenty	
  to	
  say	
  about	
  the	
  Favre	
  situation	
  as	
  well,	
  as	
  the	
  

organization’s	
  coaches,	
  players,	
  and	
  management	
  were	
  the	
  second	
  most	
  used	
  

sources	
  (15	
  times)	
  in	
  the	
  New	
  York	
  Times	
  sample,	
  and	
  were	
  the	
  main	
  source	
  in	
  47%	
  

of	
  those	
  instances.	
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Figure	
  6.11:	
  New	
  York	
  Times,	
  September	
  25,	
  2008;	
  Sports	
  (D5)	
  

	
   Though	
  Favre	
  and	
  the	
  Jets	
  were	
  struggling	
  to	
  get	
  the	
  offense	
  rolling	
  at	
  the	
  

beginning	
  of	
  the	
  season,	
  both	
  coaches	
  and	
  players	
  were	
  confident	
  that	
  the	
  team	
  was	
  

moving	
  in	
  the	
  right	
  direction.	
  	
  As	
  this	
  excerpt	
  pointed	
  out,	
  Favre	
  was	
  very	
  

productive	
  on	
  offense,	
  despite	
  the	
  loss	
  in	
  the	
  game	
  mentioned.	
  	
  This	
  was	
  the	
  case	
  in	
  

many	
  instances,	
  as	
  the	
  Jets	
  organization	
  seemed	
  to	
  be	
  trying	
  to	
  convince	
  itself	
  that	
  

signing	
  Favre	
  was	
  the	
  right	
  move.	
  

The	
  Times	
  also	
  included	
  thoughts	
  and	
  commentary	
  from	
  other	
  NFL	
  coaches	
  

and	
  players	
  (excluding	
  the	
  Packers	
  and	
  Jets).	
  	
  	
  

	
  

	
  
Figure	
  6.12:	
  New	
  York	
  Times,	
  August	
  23,	
  2008;	
  Sports	
  (D11)	
  

	
   In	
  the	
  article	
  containing	
  the	
  excerpt	
  above,	
  New	
  York	
  Giants	
  players	
  give	
  

opinions	
  and	
  comments	
  on	
  Favre’s	
  arrival	
  in	
  New	
  York.	
  	
  While	
  some	
  did	
  not	
  mind	
  

that	
  Favre	
  was	
  hogging	
  the	
  media	
  spotlight,	
  Giant	
  Antonio	
  Pierce	
  noted	
  that	
  if	
  Favre	
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did	
  not	
  deliver	
  the	
  stellar	
  performance	
  the	
  Jets	
  were	
  expecting,	
  New	
  York	
  fans	
  might	
  

not	
  be	
  very	
  understanding.	
  	
  	
  

	
   The	
  New	
  York	
  Times	
  used	
  the	
  Packers’	
  management	
  as	
  a	
  source	
  10	
  times,	
  and	
  

they	
  were	
  the	
  main	
  source	
  of	
  information	
  in	
  60%	
  of	
  these	
  instances.	
  	
  

	
  

	
  
Figure	
  6.13:	
  New	
  York	
  Times,	
  October	
  22,	
  2008,	
  Sports	
  (B13)	
  

	
   In	
  the	
  above	
  excerpt,	
  Packers’	
  coach	
  Mike	
  McCarthy	
  was	
  clearly	
  happy	
  to	
  put	
  

any	
  Favre	
  drama	
  far	
  behind	
  him	
  and	
  the	
  Packer	
  organization.	
  	
  Favre	
  was	
  accused	
  of	
  

giving	
  inside	
  information	
  on	
  the	
  Packers	
  to	
  an	
  upcoming	
  divisional	
  opponent,	
  the	
  

Detroit	
  Lions.	
  	
  While	
  Favre	
  denied	
  the	
  claims,	
  it	
  was	
  another	
  example	
  of	
  how	
  far	
  

apart	
  Favre	
  and	
  the	
  Packers	
  had	
  drifted	
  since	
  his	
  first	
  retirement.	
  

	
   Other	
  NFL	
  coaches	
  and	
  players	
  were	
  oft-­‐used	
  sources	
  in	
  the	
  Times	
  as	
  well,	
  

cited	
  in	
  8	
  sample	
  articles	
  and	
  used	
  as	
  a	
  main	
  source	
  three	
  quarters	
  of	
  the	
  time.	
  	
  	
  

	
  
	
  

	
  
Figure	
  6.14:	
  New	
  York	
  Times,	
  December	
  29,	
  2008,	
  Sports	
  (D1)	
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   The	
  above	
  excerpt	
  provided	
  a	
  fitting	
  ending	
  to	
  the	
  season—for	
  Chad	
  

Pennington.	
  	
  In	
  a	
  somewhat	
  ironic	
  twist,	
  the	
  quarterback	
  shunned	
  by	
  the	
  Jets	
  in	
  

favor	
  of	
  Favre	
  was	
  the	
  one	
  who	
  dashed	
  any	
  playoff	
  hopes	
  Favre	
  and	
  the	
  Jets	
  clung	
  to	
  

at	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  the	
  season.	
  	
  The	
  Dolphins	
  defeated	
  the	
  Jets	
  and	
  won	
  the	
  division,	
  and	
  in	
  

the	
  process,	
  answered	
  any	
  lingering	
  questions	
  about	
  the	
  early	
  season	
  decisions	
  the	
  

Jets	
  made	
  at	
  the	
  quarterback	
  position.	
  	
  	
  

	
   Finally,	
  NFL	
  retirees	
  and	
  their	
  families,	
  friends,	
  coaches,	
  and	
  teammates	
  were	
  

used	
  often	
  enough	
  (in	
  7	
  articles)	
  by	
  the	
  Times	
  to	
  warrant	
  their	
  own	
  category	
  and	
  

were	
  the	
  main	
  sources	
  nearly	
  86%	
  of	
  the	
  time.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

	
  

	
  
	
  

Figure	
  6.15:	
  New	
  York	
  Times,	
  October	
  10,	
  2008,	
  Sports	
  (B11)	
  

	
   This	
  excerpt	
  and	
  the	
  remainder	
  of	
  the	
  article	
  quoted	
  numerous	
  NFL	
  retirees	
  

that	
  also	
  had	
  the	
  distinction	
  of	
  playing	
  second	
  fiddle	
  to	
  Favre	
  throughout	
  his	
  tenure	
  

in	
  Green	
  Bay.	
  	
  All	
  recalled	
  him	
  as	
  an	
  extraordinary	
  quarterback,	
  but	
  also	
  recounted	
  

his	
  practical	
  jokes	
  and	
  humble	
  demeanor,	
  among	
  other	
  things	
  that	
  made	
  such	
  a	
  

unique	
  character.	
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USA	
  Today	
  

	
   USA	
  Today	
  used	
  Favre	
  and	
  the	
  Packer	
  management	
  equally	
  as	
  often,	
  making	
  

these	
  two	
  sources	
  the	
  most	
  quoted	
  (each	
  were	
  used	
  7	
  times)	
  in	
  the	
  sample.	
  	
  

However,	
  Favre	
  was	
  the	
  main	
  source	
  in	
  86%	
  of	
  the	
  stories	
  in	
  which	
  he	
  was	
  quoted,	
  

while	
  the	
  Packers	
  were	
  only	
  the	
  main	
  source	
  71%	
  of	
  the	
  time.	
  

	
  

	
  
Figure	
  6.16:	
  USA	
  Today,	
  July	
  29,	
  2008,	
  Sports	
  (1C)	
  

	
   The	
  excerpt	
  above	
  was	
  from	
  an	
  article	
  that	
  quoted	
  both	
  Favre	
  and	
  the	
  

Packers	
  regarding	
  their	
  decision	
  to	
  move	
  forward	
  with	
  Aaron	
  Rodgers	
  at	
  the	
  

quarterback	
  position.	
  	
  Favre	
  spoke	
  out	
  against	
  the	
  Packers’	
  stance	
  that	
  he	
  should	
  

not	
  report	
  to	
  training	
  camp.	
  	
  The	
  Packer	
  organization	
  was	
  strongly	
  committed	
  to	
  its	
  

own	
  position	
  and	
  offered	
  no	
  second-­‐guesses.	
  	
   	
  	
  

	
  	
   NFL	
  coaches	
  and	
  players	
  (excluding	
  the	
  Packers	
  and	
  Jets),	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  Rodgers,	
  

were	
  each	
  used	
  in	
  four	
  USA	
  Today	
  sample	
  articles.	
  	
  Additionally,	
  each	
  was	
  used	
  as	
  

the	
  main	
  source	
  in	
  half	
  of	
  the	
  sample	
  stories	
  in	
  which	
  they	
  were	
  quoted.	
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Figure	
  6.17:	
  USA	
  Today,	
  September	
  5,	
  2008,	
  Bonus	
  Section	
  (1F)	
  

	
  	
  	
   This	
  excerpt	
  contained	
  a	
  quote	
  from	
  Bubba	
  Franks,	
  a	
  former	
  Green	
  Bay	
  

teammate	
  of	
  Favre’s	
  who	
  was	
  also	
  on	
  the	
  Jets	
  team	
  during	
  his	
  one	
  season	
  in	
  New	
  

York.	
  	
  Though	
  distractions	
  were	
  plentiful	
  for	
  Favre,	
  Franks	
  had	
  confidence	
  that	
  

Favre	
  would	
  be	
  fine	
  in	
  his	
  new	
  home.	
  	
  	
  

Collective	
  Thoughts	
  on	
  Sources	
  in	
  All	
  Three	
  Publications	
  	
  

All	
  three	
  publications	
  used	
  Favre	
  and	
  the	
  Packers’	
  management	
  in	
  the	
  top	
  

three	
  sources	
  during	
  the	
  sample	
  period.	
  	
  It	
  would	
  be	
  an	
  understatement	
  to	
  say	
  this	
  

was	
  not	
  surprising.	
  	
  Obviously	
  Favre	
  and	
  the	
  Packers	
  were	
  the	
  main	
  players	
  for	
  

most	
  of	
  the	
  dramatic	
  period	
  between	
  Favre’s	
  retirement	
  and	
  his	
  signing	
  with	
  the	
  

Jets.	
  	
  It	
  was	
  understandable	
  that	
  these	
  two	
  sources	
  would	
  be	
  cited	
  most	
  often,	
  as	
  

they	
  were	
  clearly	
  the	
  most	
  involved	
  in	
  the	
  drama.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

Looking	
  more	
  closely,	
  both	
  national	
  publications	
  used	
  Favre	
  as	
  the	
  main	
  

source	
  in	
  the	
  majority	
  of	
  sample	
  articles,	
  while	
  the	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  cited	
  the	
  Packers’	
  

management	
  most	
  often.	
  	
  Perhaps	
  the	
  New	
  York	
  Times	
  and	
  USA	
  Today	
  found	
  the	
  

times	
  that	
  Favre	
  actually	
  spoke	
  about	
  the	
  situation	
  to	
  be	
  most	
  newsworthy.	
  	
  Because	
  

the	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  was	
  the	
  hometown	
  paper	
  of	
  the	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Packers,	
  and	
  not	
  just	
  

Brett	
  Favre,	
  its	
  use	
  of	
  the	
  management	
  as	
  the	
  most	
  quoted	
  source	
  spoke	
  to	
  this	
  idea.	
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Also,	
  since	
  the	
  sample	
  period	
  extended	
  after	
  Favre	
  was	
  traded	
  to	
  the	
  Jets	
  (but	
  still	
  

remained	
  a	
  hot	
  news	
  item	
  in	
  Green	
  Bay),	
  the	
  management	
  was	
  likely	
  a	
  more	
  

available,	
  useful	
  source	
  of	
  information	
  at	
  this	
  time.	
  

The	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  stayed	
  close	
  to	
  home	
  for	
  sources	
  in	
  most	
  of	
  their	
  articles,	
  

most	
  often	
  citing	
  from	
  within	
  the	
  Packers’	
  organization	
  and	
  using	
  Favre	
  and	
  his	
  

friends	
  and	
  family	
  as	
  sources.	
  	
  In	
  addition	
  to	
  using	
  Favre	
  and	
  the	
  Packers’	
  

management,	
  the	
  Times	
  and	
  USA	
  Today	
  reached	
  across	
  the	
  sports	
  nation,	
  looking	
  to	
  

NFL	
  teams	
  and	
  players,	
  in	
  addition	
  to	
  NFL	
  retirees	
  for	
  quotes	
  more	
  often	
  than	
  the	
  

Press	
  Gazette.	
  	
  

Favre	
  as	
  Main	
  Topic	
  

	
   Despite	
  the	
  prominence	
  of	
  the	
  Favre	
  storyline,	
  not	
  all	
  sample	
  articles	
  that	
  fit	
  

the	
  criteria	
  for	
  inclusion	
  were	
  mainly	
  about	
  Favre.	
  	
  Because	
  the	
  Favre	
  situation	
  had	
  

such	
  wide-­‐reaching	
  effects,	
  it	
  was	
  not	
  surprising	
  that	
  the	
  stories	
  published	
  were	
  

extremely	
  varied	
  and	
  often	
  mentioned	
  Favre	
  only	
  in	
  passing.	
  	
  However,	
  often	
  these	
  

short	
  fragments	
  on	
  Favre	
  were	
  enough	
  to	
  warrant	
  inclusion	
  of	
  the	
  article	
  for	
  coding.	
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Figure	
  6.18:	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette,	
  March	
  5,	
  2008,	
  Special	
  Favre	
  Section	
  (p.	
  6)	
  

For	
  example,	
  the	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  article	
  above	
  contained	
  a	
  reference	
  

to	
  Favre	
  in	
  the	
  headline,	
  and	
  discussed	
  his	
  retirement	
  from	
  the	
  Packers	
  at	
  the	
  age	
  of	
  

38.	
  	
  Because	
  of	
  these	
  inclusions,	
  this	
  article	
  (and	
  others	
  like	
  it)	
  was	
  deemed	
  

relevant.	
  	
  However,	
  the	
  majority	
  of	
  the	
  above	
  story	
  outlined	
  other	
  great	
  NFL	
  

quarterbacks	
  who	
  also	
  retired	
  at	
  the	
  same	
  age,	
  recounting	
  their	
  accomplishments	
  as	
  

well.	
  	
  Therefore,	
  the	
  article	
  was	
  coded	
  as	
  not	
  mainly	
  about	
  Favre.	
  	
  Table	
  6.1	
  

illustrates	
  the	
  number	
  of	
  articles	
  from	
  each	
  publication	
  and	
  whether	
  Favre	
  was	
  the	
  

main	
  topic	
  or	
  not.	
  

Table	
  6.1:	
  Favre	
  as	
  Main	
  Topic	
  (or	
  not)	
  in	
  All	
  Three	
  Publications	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
   Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  

Gazette	
  
New	
  York	
  Times	
   USA	
  Today	
  

#	
  of	
  Articles—	
  Favre	
  
Main	
  Topic	
  (%)	
  

159	
  	
   75%	
   36	
   80%	
   15	
  	
   60%	
  

#	
  of	
  Articles—Favre	
  
Not	
  Main	
  Topic	
  (%)	
  

53	
   25%	
   9	
   20%	
   10	
   40%	
  

Total	
  #	
  Articles	
   212	
   45	
   25	
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   While	
  the	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  clearly	
  had	
  the	
  most	
  stories	
  about	
  Favre,	
  only	
  75%	
  of	
  

the	
  sample	
  articles	
  used	
  Favre	
  as	
  the	
  main	
  topic.	
  	
  The	
  number	
  of	
  articles	
  mainly	
  

about	
  Favre	
  was	
  slightly	
  higher	
  in	
  the	
  New	
  York	
  Times	
  articles	
  (80%),	
  and	
  slightly	
  

lower	
  for	
  the	
  USA	
  Today	
  sample	
  stories	
  (60%).	
  	
  There	
  are	
  a	
  few	
  reasons	
  to	
  

potentially	
  explain	
  this	
  pattern.	
  	
  Because	
  the	
  Favre	
  storyline	
  was	
  a	
  popular	
  news	
  

item	
  during	
  the	
  sample	
  period,	
  especially	
  in	
  Green	
  Bay,	
  any	
  Favre-­‐related	
  reports	
  

were	
  likely	
  covered	
  in	
  the	
  Press	
  Gazette.	
  	
  Even	
  if	
  the	
  majority	
  of	
  a	
  report	
  was	
  not	
  

directly	
  about	
  Favre,	
  the	
  probability	
  of	
  its	
  inclusion	
  by	
  Favre’s	
  hometown	
  Green	
  Bay	
  

paper	
  was	
  likely	
  much	
  greater	
  than	
  for	
  the	
  New	
  York	
  Times	
  or	
  USA	
  Today.	
  

	
  
Figure	
  6.19:	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette,	
  July	
  19,	
  2008,	
  News	
  (A1-­2);	
  Tony	
  Walter	
  

	
   This	
  excerpt	
  was	
  from	
  an	
  article	
  published	
  at	
  the	
  height	
  of	
  the	
  deadlock	
  

between	
  Favre	
  and	
  the	
  Packers.	
  	
  However,	
  for	
  one	
  night,	
  both	
  sides	
  retracted	
  their	
  

claws	
  and	
  honored	
  former	
  players	
  being	
  inducted	
  into	
  the	
  Packer	
  Hall	
  of	
  Fame.	
  	
  This	
  

was	
  a	
  story	
  that	
  received	
  no	
  ink	
  in	
  the	
  New	
  York	
  Times	
  or	
  USA	
  Today,	
  and	
  the	
  bulk	
  of	
  

the	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  article	
  was	
  about	
  the	
  honorees,	
  not	
  Favre.	
  	
  However,	
  the	
  Favre	
  

storyline	
  was	
  prominent	
  enough	
  in	
  the	
  entire	
  article	
  that	
  it	
  was	
  included	
  in	
  the	
  

sample.	
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   Additionally,	
  Favre’s	
  coverage	
  in	
  the	
  New	
  York	
  Times	
  was	
  more	
  extensive	
  

during	
  his	
  tenure	
  with	
  the	
  Jets.	
  	
  By	
  default,	
  stories	
  about	
  the	
  Favre-­‐led	
  Jets	
  generally	
  

included	
  him	
  in	
  some	
  form.	
  	
  As	
  the	
  quarterback	
  of	
  this	
  hometown	
  team,	
  his	
  

performance	
  often	
  affected	
  the	
  entire	
  team,	
  and	
  this	
  was	
  reflected	
  in	
  many	
  reports.	
  	
  

In	
  fact,	
  more	
  Favre	
  stories	
  were	
  published	
  after	
  his	
  trade	
  to	
  the	
  Jets	
  (26	
  articles)	
  

than	
  before	
  (19	
  articles).	
  	
  Prior	
  to	
  his	
  trade	
  to	
  the	
  Jets,	
  the	
  Times	
  stories	
  published	
  

on	
  Favre	
  were	
  generally	
  only	
  those	
  that	
  were	
  of	
  national	
  interest,	
  such	
  as	
  his	
  first	
  

retirement	
  or	
  the	
  initial	
  reports	
  on	
  his	
  desire	
  to	
  return	
  to	
  the	
  NFL.	
  	
  	
  

	
  
Figure	
  6.20:	
  New	
  York	
  Times,	
  August	
  8,	
  2008,	
  Sports	
  (D3)	
  

	
   This	
  excerpt	
  was	
  from	
  an	
  article	
  published	
  in	
  the	
  days	
  after	
  Favre	
  joined	
  the	
  

Jets.	
  	
  It	
  focused	
  on	
  the	
  possible	
  monetary	
  boost	
  that	
  Favre	
  might	
  provide	
  to	
  sell	
  

tickets	
  for	
  the	
  new	
  Jets	
  stadium,	
  in	
  addition	
  to	
  other	
  benefits	
  Favre’s	
  presence	
  might	
  

have	
  for	
  the	
  team	
  and	
  surrounding	
  area;	
  this	
  was	
  not	
  the	
  first	
  article	
  that	
  speculated	
  

on	
  Favre’s	
  economic	
  effects.	
  	
  In	
  fact,	
  all	
  three	
  publications	
  had	
  at	
  least	
  one	
  article	
  

that	
  referred	
  to	
  this	
  invaluable	
  “Favre	
  factor.”	
  	
  It	
  was	
  also	
  interesting	
  that	
  few	
  other	
  

sports	
  stars	
  seemed	
  to	
  have	
  the	
  monetary	
  impact	
  that	
  was	
  observed	
  in	
  response	
  to	
  

Favre’s	
  retirement	
  and	
  un-­‐retirement	
  announcements.	
  	
  This	
  was	
  just	
  another	
  facet	
  

of	
  the	
  Favre	
  saga	
  that	
  made	
  him	
  a	
  worthwhile	
  subject	
  of	
  study.	
  	
  	
  

	
   Finally,	
  the	
  percentage	
  of	
  USA	
  Today	
  stories	
  that	
  used	
  Favre	
  as	
  the	
  main	
  topic	
  

may	
  be	
  explained	
  by	
  simply	
  reiterating	
  that	
  this	
  publication	
  is	
  well-­‐known	
  for	
  its	
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sports	
  coverage,	
  in	
  addition	
  to	
  being	
  a	
  newspaper	
  focused	
  towards	
  a	
  large,	
  general,	
  

nationally-­‐based	
  audience.	
  	
  It	
  was	
  very	
  likely	
  that	
  the	
  majority	
  of	
  stories	
  published	
  

by	
  USA	
  Today	
  were	
  of	
  interest	
  to	
  the	
  general	
  public	
  because	
  they	
  updated	
  and	
  

informed	
  exclusively	
  on	
  the	
  Favre	
  situation,	
  in	
  addition	
  to	
  including	
  relevant	
  

references	
  to	
  Favre	
  that	
  would	
  assist	
  their	
  readers	
  in	
  understanding	
  stories	
  that	
  

included	
  Favre	
  and	
  other	
  famous	
  figures.	
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CHAPTER	
  7:	
  ARTICLE	
  LENGTH,	
  NEWSPAPER	
  SECTION,	
  AND	
  AUTHOR	
  

Article	
  Length	
  

Article	
  length	
  was	
  tracked	
  differently	
  between	
  the	
  regional	
  and	
  national	
  

publications	
  due	
  to	
  the	
  sampling	
  process.	
  	
  Both	
  the	
  New	
  York	
  Times	
  and	
  USA	
  Today	
  

sample	
  articles	
  were	
  obtained	
  using	
  LexisNexis,	
  which	
  provided	
  the	
  word	
  count	
  for	
  

each	
  story.	
  	
  The	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  articles	
  were	
  obtained	
  from	
  microfilm;	
  a	
  

word	
  count	
  was	
  not	
  an	
  easily	
  employable	
  option	
  for	
  this	
  collection	
  method.	
  	
  

However,	
  summaries	
  for	
  most	
  of	
  the	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  articles	
  were	
  found	
  in	
  the	
  online	
  

archives	
  at	
  the	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  website	
  (Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette,	
  2009);	
  these	
  

included	
  word	
  counts.	
  	
  Because	
  not	
  every	
  article	
  was	
  found	
  using	
  this	
  method,	
  an	
  

average	
  was	
  calculated	
  from	
  the	
  available	
  data.	
  	
  The	
  average	
  article	
  length	
  (in	
  

words),	
  and	
  longest	
  and	
  shortest	
  articles	
  are	
  presented	
  in	
  Table	
  7.1.	
  

Table	
  7.1:	
  Article	
  Length	
  for	
  All	
  Three	
  Publications	
  (in	
  words)	
  
	
   Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  

Gazette	
  
New	
  York	
  Times	
   USA	
  Today	
  

Average	
  article	
  length	
   637	
  	
   780	
   552	
  
Average	
  article	
  length*	
   629	
   755	
   441	
  
Longest	
  Article	
   1751	
   1428	
   1759	
  
Longest	
  Article*	
   1622	
   1299	
   1478	
  
Shortest	
  Article	
   53	
   160	
   98	
  
Shortest	
  Article*	
   53	
   160	
   98	
  
*Indicates	
  Favre	
  as	
  main	
  topic;	
  not	
  all	
  articles	
  were	
  solely	
  about	
  Favre;	
  however,	
  if	
  Favre	
  was	
  at	
  least	
  
a	
  key	
  topic	
  or	
  important	
  reference,	
  the	
  article	
  was	
  included	
  in	
  the	
  sample.	
  
	
  

Though	
  it	
  seemed	
  unusual	
  that	
  the	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  would	
  not	
  have	
  

the	
  longest	
  articles	
  on	
  Favre,	
  this	
  made	
  sense	
  upon	
  closer	
  scrutiny.	
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Figure	
  7.1:	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette,	
  July	
  26,	
  2008,	
  News	
  (A2)	
  

Often,	
  the	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  deemed	
  even	
  the	
  tiniest	
  shred	
  of	
  Favre-­‐related	
  news	
  

relevant	
  enough	
  for	
  publication,	
  and	
  these	
  short	
  articles	
  likely	
  skewed	
  the	
  averages.	
  	
  

The	
  above	
  excerpt,	
  for	
  example,	
  noted	
  the	
  peculiar	
  interest	
  of	
  the	
  national	
  media	
  

regarding	
  the	
  Packers	
  2008	
  summer	
  training	
  camp.	
  	
  Because	
  a	
  resolution	
  of	
  the	
  

Favre	
  situation	
  was	
  imminent,	
  the	
  press	
  likely	
  did	
  not	
  want	
  to	
  miss	
  an	
  opportunity	
  

to	
  get	
  the	
  latest	
  scoop	
  on	
  this	
  relevant	
  story.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

The	
  Times	
  generally	
  printed	
  longer,	
  more	
  nationally	
  relevant	
  articles	
  on	
  

Favre,	
  which	
  gave	
  them	
  the	
  length	
  advantage	
  in	
  the	
  analysis.	
  	
  This	
  also	
  could	
  have	
  

resulted,	
  at	
  least	
  in	
  part,	
  from	
  the	
  extended	
  coverage	
  of	
  Favre	
  after	
  he	
  joined	
  the	
  

Jets.	
  	
  The	
  USA	
  Today	
  articles	
  used	
  just	
  enough	
  words	
  to	
  convey	
  the	
  relevant	
  Favre	
  

news,	
  and	
  thus	
  were	
  the	
  shortest	
  of	
  the	
  three	
  newspapers.	
  	
  

Authors	
  

Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  

	
   Multiple	
  authors	
  from	
  each	
  of	
  the	
  three	
  publications	
  covered	
  the	
  Favre	
  story.	
  	
  

Of	
  39	
  contributors	
  to	
  the	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  sample	
  articles,	
  five	
  authors	
  (including	
  credit	
  

to	
  “GBPG”)	
  were	
  responsible	
  for	
  nearly	
  70%	
  of	
  the	
  sample	
  articles.	
  	
  Interestingly,	
  

the	
  three	
  authors	
  who	
  contributed	
  most	
  heavily	
  to	
  the	
  Favre-­‐related	
  stories	
  showed	
  

different	
  frame	
  preferences	
  to	
  convey	
  their	
  stories.	
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   Pete	
  Dougherty	
  was	
  responsible	
  for	
  30	
  of	
  the	
  Press	
  Gazette’s	
  sample	
  articles	
  

(14%	
  of	
  Favre	
  sample	
  stories).	
  	
  This	
  was	
  not	
  surprising,	
  since	
  Dougherty’s	
  job	
  title	
  

is	
  “Reporter—Green	
  Bay	
  Packers”	
  (Press	
  Gazette	
  Website,	
  2010).	
  Though	
  he	
  used	
  a	
  

variety	
  of	
  frames	
  in	
  his	
  coverage,	
  his	
  use	
  of	
  the	
  “Moving	
  forward”	
  frame	
  was	
  far	
  

more	
  gratuitous	
  than	
  the	
  others.	
  	
  Again,	
  this	
  frame	
  outlined	
  options	
  for	
  both	
  Favre	
  

and	
  the	
  Packers	
  amidst	
  the	
  confusion	
  and	
  uncertainty	
  brought	
  about	
  by	
  Favre’s	
  

desire	
  to	
  un-­‐retire	
  and	
  rejoin	
  the	
  Packers.	
  	
  Speculation	
  on	
  these	
  options	
  was	
  also	
  

evident	
  in	
  articles	
  that	
  used	
  this	
  frame.	
  	
  	
  

	
  
Figure	
  7.2:	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette,	
  July	
  16,	
  2008,	
  Sports	
  (A1,	
  C1,4)	
  

	
   The	
  above	
  excerpt	
  was	
  from	
  an	
  article	
  by	
  Dougherty,	
  common	
  to	
  both	
  his	
  

writing	
  on	
  Favre	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  the	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  coverage	
  overall.	
  	
  This	
  particular	
  article	
  

covered	
  both	
  Favre’s	
  options	
  and	
  possible	
  resolutions	
  the	
  Packers	
  could	
  implement.	
  	
  	
  

Dougherty	
  also	
  outlined	
  the	
  events	
  leading	
  up	
  to	
  the	
  improbable	
  standoff	
  between	
  

Favre	
  and	
  the	
  Packers.	
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   Mike	
  Vandermause,	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  Sports	
  Editor,	
  was	
  another	
  main	
  

contributor	
  to	
  the	
  Favre	
  sample	
  stories;	
  he	
  wrote	
  27	
  articles,	
  which	
  made	
  up	
  nearly	
  

13%	
  of	
  the	
  Favre	
  sample.	
  	
  Vandermause’s	
  coverage	
  suggested	
  that	
  the	
  Favre	
  story	
  

was	
  a	
  major	
  news	
  topic,	
  since	
  his	
  Favre	
  stories	
  likely	
  appeared	
  in	
  the	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  

at	
  the	
  expense	
  of	
  other	
  potential	
  sports	
  topics.	
  	
  Vandermause	
  had	
  almost	
  as	
  many	
  

Favre-­‐related	
  articles	
  as	
  Dougherty,	
  whose	
  main	
  job	
  was	
  to	
  cover	
  the	
  Packers.	
  

Unlike	
  Dougherty,	
  however,	
  Vandermause	
  primarily	
  utilized	
  the	
  “Judgment”	
  

frame.	
  	
  	
  

	
  
Figure	
  7.3:	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette,	
  August	
  2,	
  2008,	
  Sports	
  (C1)	
  

	
   In	
  the	
  above	
  excerpt,	
  Vandermause	
  sought	
  to	
  silence	
  the	
  critics	
  who	
  were	
  

outraged	
  when	
  the	
  Packers	
  offered	
  Favre	
  millions	
  of	
  dollars	
  in	
  the	
  form	
  of	
  a	
  

personal	
  services	
  contract	
  with	
  the	
  Packers.	
  	
  The	
  Packers	
  floated	
  this	
  solution	
  as	
  a	
  

way	
  of	
  ensuring	
  that	
  Favre	
  remain	
  a	
  retired,	
  lifelong	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Packer.	
  	
  In	
  

Vandermause’s	
  opinion,	
  this	
  was	
  a	
  suitable	
  agreement	
  for	
  both	
  parties.	
  	
  In	
  the	
  end,	
  

this	
  obviously	
  was	
  not	
  a	
  solution	
  both	
  sides	
  could	
  agree	
  on.	
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   Finally,	
  Tom	
  Pelissero,	
  the	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  Assistant	
  Sports	
  Editor,	
  contributed	
  

26	
  articles	
  (roughly	
  12%	
  of	
  the	
  sample	
  articles)	
  on	
  the	
  Favre	
  storyline.	
  	
  Similar	
  to	
  

Dougherty	
  and	
  Vandermause,	
  Pelissero	
  used	
  numerous	
  different	
  frames	
  to	
  cover	
  

the	
  story.	
  	
  However,	
  no	
  one	
  frame	
  stood	
  out	
  as	
  characteristic	
  of	
  Pelissero’s	
  writing	
  

on	
  the	
  Favre	
  story.	
  	
  	
  

	
  
Figure	
  7.4:	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette,	
  March	
  8,	
  2009,	
  Sports	
  (C2)	
  

	
   This	
  particular	
  story	
  used	
  the	
  “Celebration/Remembrance”	
  frame	
  and	
  

discussed	
  Favre’s	
  retirement	
  from	
  the	
  point	
  of	
  view	
  of	
  Packer	
  players,	
  management,	
  

and	
  others.	
  	
  Favre’s	
  little-­‐known	
  medical	
  condition	
  was	
  discussed	
  by	
  former	
  

Packers’	
  General	
  Manager	
  Ron	
  Wolf;	
  apparently	
  some	
  of	
  the	
  doctors	
  were	
  so	
  

concerned	
  about	
  an	
  undisclosed	
  hip	
  problem	
  discovered	
  when	
  Favre	
  underwent	
  his	
  

Packers-­‐required	
  physical	
  that	
  they	
  wanted	
  to	
  send	
  him	
  back	
  to	
  Atlanta.	
  	
  However,	
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Favre	
  was	
  allowed	
  to	
  stay,	
  and	
  his	
  hip	
  seemed	
  to	
  be	
  a	
  non-­‐issue	
  for	
  his	
  entire	
  tenure	
  

with	
  the	
  Packers.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

New	
  York	
  Times	
  

	
   Fourteen	
  different	
  authors	
  contributed	
  to	
  the	
  Favre	
  sample	
  stories	
  published	
  

by	
  the	
  New	
  York	
  Times.	
  	
  Two	
  of	
  these	
  authors	
  each	
  accounted	
  for	
  20%	
  of	
  these	
  

articles.	
  	
  

	
  Judy	
  Battista,	
  the	
  New	
  York	
  Times	
  NFL	
  contributor	
  (Judy	
  Battista	
  Twitter	
  

Page,	
  2009),	
  wrote	
  nine	
  stories	
  on	
  the	
  Favre	
  saga.	
  	
  Battista	
  used	
  a	
  variety	
  of	
  frames	
  

in	
  her	
  coverage,	
  though	
  she	
  doubled	
  up	
  on	
  the	
  “remarriage”	
  frame,	
  using	
  it	
  to	
  

structure	
  two	
  different	
  Favre	
  stories.	
  	
  	
  

	
  
Figure	
  7.5:	
  New	
  York	
  Times,	
  July	
  18,	
  2008,	
  Sports	
  (D1)	
  

	
   The	
  excerpt	
  above	
  was	
  framed	
  using	
  “Judgment,”	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  more	
  popular	
  

frames	
  used	
  by	
  the	
  Times.	
  	
  It	
  was	
  noteworthy	
  that	
  this	
  article	
  quoted	
  Green	
  Bay	
  

residents	
  and	
  Packer	
  fans,	
  the	
  only	
  Times	
  article	
  that	
  used	
  these	
  sources.	
  	
  It	
  was	
  not	
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necessarily	
  Battista	
  making	
  the	
  judgments,	
  but	
  rather	
  the	
  quoted	
  sources.	
  	
  

Interestingly,	
  in	
  the	
  article	
  Battista	
  noted	
  “the	
  reluctance	
  of	
  many	
  people	
  to	
  publicly	
  

criticize	
  Favre	
  for	
  fear	
  of	
  the	
  small-­‐town	
  backlash	
  that	
  may	
  ensue,”	
  (Battista,	
  

2008b).	
  	
  This	
  somewhat	
  spoke	
  to	
  the	
  idea	
  of	
  structural	
  pluralism,	
  though	
  Donohue,	
  

Olien,	
  and	
  Tichenor	
  (1985)	
  looked	
  at	
  reported	
  conflict	
  in	
  newspaper	
  coverage,	
  not	
  

at	
  how	
  a	
  reporter	
  perceived	
  the	
  values	
  of	
  the	
  region	
  in	
  which	
  she	
  was	
  reporting.	
  	
  

Additionally,	
  many	
  local	
  residents	
  and	
  fans	
  were	
  highly	
  critical	
  of	
  Favre’s	
  decision	
  to	
  

un-­‐retire;	
  perhaps	
  Battista’s	
  observation	
  was	
  the	
  reluctance	
  of	
  her	
  sources	
  to	
  

discuss	
  the	
  situation	
  with	
  an	
  ‘outsider’.	
  	
  

	
   Greg	
  Bishop	
  also	
  contributed	
  nine	
  stories	
  on	
  Favre	
  during	
  the	
  sample	
  period.	
  	
  

Bishop	
  covers	
  sports	
  (and	
  more	
  specifically,	
  the	
  New	
  York	
  Jets)	
  for	
  the	
  Times	
  (Greg	
  

Bishop	
  Twitter	
  Page,	
  2009);	
  it	
  was	
  not	
  surprising	
  that	
  Bishop	
  used	
  the	
  frame	
  

“Remarriage/Brett	
  the	
  Jet”	
  in	
  one	
  third	
  of	
  his	
  sample	
  stories,	
  since	
  Favre	
  was	
  clearly	
  

an	
  important	
  addition	
  to	
  the	
  Jets.	
  

	
  

	
  
Figure	
  7.6:	
  	
  New	
  York	
  Times,	
  December	
  4,	
  2008,	
  Sports	
  (B19)	
  

	
   The	
  excerpt	
  above	
  was	
  Bishop’s	
  only	
  sample	
  story	
  that	
  questioned	
  Favre’s	
  

ability	
  to	
  continue	
  to	
  execute	
  at	
  a	
  high	
  level	
  in	
  the	
  chilly,	
  severe	
  New	
  York	
  winter	
  

conditions.	
  	
  In	
  Green	
  Bay,	
  Favre	
  generally	
  excelled	
  when	
  the	
  weather	
  cooled	
  down.	
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Though	
  Favre	
  showed	
  flashes	
  of	
  his	
  previous	
  brilliance	
  for	
  the	
  Jets,	
  his	
  hot	
  streak	
  

did	
  not	
  continue	
  into	
  a	
  cold,	
  New	
  York	
  December.	
  	
  This	
  was	
  not	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  more	
  

popular	
  frames	
  or	
  topics	
  for	
  the	
  Times,	
  but	
  Favre’s	
  durability	
  was	
  one	
  admired	
  facet	
  

of	
  his	
  storied	
  career.	
  	
  The	
  fact	
  that	
  the	
  Jets	
  were	
  not	
  on	
  the	
  receiving	
  end	
  of	
  his	
  poor	
  

weather-­‐related	
  heroics	
  was	
  a	
  sore	
  spot	
  at	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  the	
  season.	
  	
  	
  

USA	
  Today	
  

	
   Skip	
  Wood,	
  an	
  NFL	
  reporter	
  for	
  USA	
  Today,	
  wrote	
  five	
  sample	
  articles	
  about	
  

the	
  Favre	
  situation	
  (20%	
  of	
  all	
  stories),	
  the	
  most	
  of	
  any	
  of	
  the	
  publication’s	
  

journalists.	
  	
  The	
  frames	
  “Moving	
  forward”	
  and	
  “Divorce”	
  were	
  twice	
  used,	
  and	
  the	
  

“Remarriage”	
  frame	
  was	
  also	
  utilized	
  once.	
  	
  	
  

	
  
Figure	
  7.7:	
  New	
  York	
  Times,	
  August	
  6,	
  2008,	
  Sports	
  (1C)	
  

	
   According	
  to	
  this	
  excerpt,	
  Favre’s	
  likely	
  landing	
  place	
  after	
  leaving	
  the	
  

Packers	
  was	
  with	
  the	
  Tampa	
  Bay	
  Buccaneers.	
  	
  USA	
  Today	
  cited	
  a	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  

report	
  for	
  providing	
  this	
  information.	
  	
  However,	
  during	
  the	
  same	
  time	
  period,	
  the	
  

Times	
  created	
  buzz	
  about	
  Favre	
  and	
  suggested	
  that	
  he	
  may	
  play	
  in	
  New	
  York.	
  	
  That	
  

was	
  exactly	
  what	
  happened.	
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Section	
  of	
  Newspaper	
  

Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  

The	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  published	
  sample	
  articles	
  in	
  multiple	
  sections	
  of	
  

the	
  newspaper.	
  	
  Not	
  surprisingly,	
  the	
  sports	
  section	
  is	
  where	
  the	
  majority	
  of	
  Favre-­‐

related	
  sample	
  articles	
  were	
  found	
  (44%).	
  	
  	
  

	
  
Figure	
  7.8:	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette,	
  March	
  7,	
  2008,	
  Sports	
  (C1-­2)	
  

The	
  above	
  excerpt	
  was	
  published	
  on	
  the	
  front	
  page	
  of	
  the	
  sports	
  section,	
  

along	
  with	
  many	
  other	
  Favre-­‐related	
  milestones	
  throughout	
  the	
  sample	
  period.	
  	
  	
  

Despite	
  the	
  commonsensical	
  location	
  of	
  many	
  Favre	
  articles	
  in	
  the	
  sports	
  

section,	
  35%	
  of	
  the	
  sample	
  articles	
  originated	
  in	
  the	
  News	
  section	
  (section	
  A)	
  which	
  

included	
  the	
  front	
  page.	
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Figure	
  7.9:	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette,	
  March	
  7,	
  2008,	
  News	
  (A1-­2);	
  Pete	
  Dougherty	
  

The	
  excerpt	
  above	
  took	
  up	
  the	
  entire	
  front	
  page	
  of	
  the	
  Press	
  Gazette.	
  	
  The	
  

article	
  outlined	
  Favre’s	
  official	
  retirement	
  press	
  conference	
  in	
  Green	
  Bay,	
  during	
  

which	
  he	
  could	
  not	
  keep	
  his	
  emotions	
  in	
  check	
  as	
  he	
  detailed	
  his	
  16	
  years	
  with	
  the	
  

Packers.	
  	
  (Favre’s	
  first	
  retirement	
  received	
  front-­‐page	
  sports	
  coverage	
  in	
  both	
  

national	
  publications).	
  	
  	
  

	
   However,	
  the	
  above	
  locations	
  were	
  not	
  the	
  only	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  places	
  for	
  

Favre-­‐related	
  sample	
  articles.	
  	
  The	
  business	
  and	
  lifestyle	
  sections	
  also	
  offered	
  

articles	
  about	
  Favre.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

	
  
Figure	
  7.10:	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette,	
  July	
  17,	
  2008,	
  Lifestyle	
  (D1)	
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   For	
  example,	
  this	
  article	
  from	
  the	
  Lifestyle	
  section	
  outlined	
  the	
  perspective	
  of	
  

an	
  oft-­‐overlooked	
  group	
  of	
  football	
  fans—mothers.	
  	
  While	
  residents,	
  fans,	
  players,	
  

and	
  the	
  rest	
  of	
  the	
  NFL	
  community	
  grew	
  tired	
  of	
  the	
  ongoing	
  drama	
  between	
  Favre	
  

and	
  the	
  Packers,	
  mothers	
  specifically	
  offered	
  their	
  opinions	
  for	
  this	
  article.	
  Most	
  

noted	
  that	
  they	
  were	
  sick	
  of	
  the	
  Favre	
  drama.	
  

	
   Other	
  articles	
  capitalized	
  on	
  the	
  somewhat	
  fortuitous	
  timing	
  of	
  Favre’s	
  

return	
  to	
  the	
  NFL.	
  

	
   	
  
Figure	
  7.11:	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette,	
  August	
  3,	
  2008,	
  Lifestyle	
  (D1)	
  

	
   The	
  above	
  story	
  chronicled	
  a	
  Wisconsin	
  native	
  who	
  wrote	
  a	
  Packers-­‐related	
  

play	
  in	
  which	
  two	
  of	
  the	
  characters	
  were	
  named	
  Brett	
  and	
  Favre.	
  	
  During	
  a	
  marriage	
  

ceremony	
  between	
  two	
  other	
  characters	
  in	
  the	
  play,	
  wedding	
  vows	
  were	
  exchanged.	
  	
  

One	
  member	
  of	
  the	
  couple	
  stated,	
  ‘I	
  promise	
  to	
  be	
  your	
  shoulder	
  to	
  cry	
  on	
  when	
  

Brett	
  Favre	
  retires	
  from	
  football.’	
  	
  The	
  play	
  was	
  set	
  to	
  premiere	
  in	
  New	
  York	
  around	
  

the	
  same	
  time	
  that	
  Favre	
  was	
  traded	
  to	
  the	
  Jets.	
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New	
  York	
  Times	
  	
  	
  

In	
  contrast	
  to	
  the	
  variety	
  of	
  locations	
  for	
  Favre	
  sample	
  articles	
  in	
  the	
  Green	
  

Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette,	
  both	
  national	
  publications	
  confined	
  the	
  majority	
  of	
  sample	
  

articles	
  to	
  their	
  respective	
  Sports	
  sections.	
  	
  In	
  fact,	
  every	
  sample	
  article	
  from	
  the	
  

Times	
  was	
  published	
  in	
  the	
  Sports	
  section.	
  	
  Certain	
  events	
  of	
  national	
  interest,	
  such	
  

as	
  Favre’s	
  first	
  retirement,	
  received	
  front-­‐page	
  attention	
  from	
  the	
  Times’	
  sports	
  

section.	
  	
  Others,	
  such	
  as	
  key	
  wins	
  in	
  Favre’s	
  tenure	
  with	
  the	
  Jets	
  were	
  also	
  deemed	
  

worthy	
  for	
  the	
  first	
  page	
  of	
  the	
  section.	
  	
  However,	
  other	
  Favre	
  news	
  was	
  relegated	
  to	
  

later	
  pages	
  of	
  the	
  section,	
  such	
  as	
  poor	
  performances	
  by	
  the	
  Jets	
  and	
  even	
  Favre’s	
  

second	
  retirement.	
  	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  
Figure	
  7.12:	
  New	
  York	
  Times,	
  February	
  12,	
  2009,	
  Sports	
  (B13)	
  

	
   This	
  excerpt	
  outlined	
  Favre’s	
  second,	
  and	
  purportedly,	
  final	
  retirement.	
  	
  His	
  

season	
  with	
  the	
  Jets	
  ended	
  on	
  a	
  disappointing	
  note,	
  as	
  the	
  team	
  missed	
  the	
  playoffs	
  

and	
  Favre	
  blamed	
  injuries	
  for	
  his	
  poor	
  late-­‐season	
  performance.	
  	
  Favre	
  even	
  

received	
  criticism	
  from	
  some	
  of	
  his	
  New	
  York	
  teammates	
  in	
  the	
  wake	
  of	
  his	
  

departure,	
  though	
  he	
  was	
  invited	
  back	
  by	
  the	
  Jets	
  before	
  announcing	
  his	
  retirement.	
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USA	
  Today	
  

All	
  but	
  one	
  sample	
  article	
  was	
  included	
  in	
  the	
  sports	
  section	
  of	
  USA	
  Today	
  

(see	
  Figure	
  4.18	
  for	
  an	
  excerpt	
  of	
  the	
  article).	
  	
  The	
  lone	
  article	
  was	
  published	
  in	
  the	
  

News	
  section	
  and	
  was	
  largely	
  about	
  the	
  Democratic	
  National	
  Convention.	
  	
  In	
  

passing,	
  it	
  compared	
  Bill	
  and	
  Hillary	
  Clinton	
  to	
  Favre	
  because	
  of	
  their	
  bouts	
  of	
  

indecision.	
  	
  Similar	
  to	
  the	
  New	
  York	
  Times	
  treatment,	
  USA	
  Today	
  gave	
  front-­‐page	
  

sports	
  section	
  coverage	
  to	
  many	
  of	
  Favre’s	
  milestones,	
  including	
  his	
  first	
  and	
  second	
  

retirements,	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  a	
  handful	
  of	
  stories	
  regarding	
  the	
  events	
  leading	
  up	
  to	
  

Favre’s	
  trade	
  to	
  the	
  New	
  York	
  Jets.	
  	
  Other	
  sample	
  stories	
  were	
  scattered	
  throughout	
  

the	
  later	
  pages	
  of	
  the	
  Sports	
  section.	
  	
  

Collective	
  thoughts	
  on	
  Section	
  in	
  All	
  Three	
  Publications	
   	
   	
  

It	
  was	
  not	
  surprising	
  that	
  Favre-­‐related	
  news	
  in	
  the	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  received	
  

more	
  coverage	
  and	
  in	
  more	
  varied	
  locations	
  than	
  the	
  national	
  publications.	
  	
  News	
  

on	
  Favre	
  affected	
  far	
  more	
  than	
  sports	
  in	
  Green	
  Bay—marketing,	
  ticket	
  sales,	
  

merchandise	
  and	
  memorabilia	
  purchases,	
  among	
  others,	
  were	
  all	
  influenced	
  by	
  

news	
  on	
  Favre.	
  	
  From	
  the	
  first	
  game	
  Favre	
  stepped	
  in	
  for	
  injured	
  quarterback	
  Don	
  

Majikowski,	
  a	
  new	
  Packers	
  era	
  was	
  apparent.	
  	
  Favre	
  won	
  games,	
  and	
  did	
  so	
  in	
  an	
  

exciting,	
  awe-­‐inspiring	
  manner.	
  	
  Under	
  his	
  command,	
  the	
  Packers	
  quickly	
  became	
  

associated	
  with	
  winning,	
  and	
  his	
  following	
  assembled	
  quickly	
  and	
  en	
  masse.	
  	
  Favre	
  

became	
  enmeshed	
  with	
  Packer	
  nation,	
  an	
  indispensable,	
  messiah-­‐like	
  part	
  of	
  its	
  

culture	
  and	
  identity.	
  	
  These	
  spiritual	
  undertones	
  were	
  evident	
  from	
  the	
  very	
  

beginning	
  of	
  Favre’s	
  tenure	
  with	
  the	
  Packers	
  and	
  made	
  it	
  understandable	
  that	
  the	
  

hometown	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  covered	
  all	
  aspects	
  of	
  Favre’s	
  career	
  and	
  personal	
  life.	
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Despite	
  Favre’s	
  move	
  to	
  the	
  Jets,	
  sample	
  articles	
  from	
  the	
  Times	
  still	
  focused	
  

largely	
  on	
  Favre’s	
  sports-­‐related	
  accomplishments,	
  though	
  his	
  economic	
  effects	
  

were	
  noted	
  as	
  well.	
  	
  USA	
  Today	
  followed	
  suit,	
  and	
  devoted	
  their	
  Favre	
  coverage	
  to	
  

his	
  athletic	
  performance.	
  	
  As	
  two	
  publications	
  that	
  were	
  decidedly	
  on	
  the	
  outside	
  of	
  

Packer	
  culture,	
  it	
  was	
  not	
  surprising	
  that	
  Favre’s	
  football	
  feats	
  were	
  the	
  most	
  salient	
  

topics	
  for	
  newspaper	
  articles.	
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CHAPTER	
  8:	
  OTHER	
  NOTABLE	
  INCLUSIONS	
  

	
   The	
  study	
  was	
  somewhat	
  complicated	
  by	
  the	
  fact	
  that	
  Favre’s	
  move	
  to	
  New	
  

York	
  likely	
  increased	
  his	
  coverage	
  in	
  the	
  New	
  York	
  Times.	
  	
  It	
  was	
  impossible	
  to	
  

determine	
  how	
  the	
  saga	
  might	
  have	
  been	
  covered	
  had	
  Favre	
  been	
  traded	
  to	
  the	
  

Buccaneers	
  (once	
  deemed	
  a	
  potential	
  trade	
  partner	
  for	
  the	
  Packers	
  and	
  Favre)	
  or	
  

another	
  team	
  with	
  no	
  apparent	
  ties	
  to	
  the	
  New	
  York	
  area.	
  

	
   However,	
  Favre’s	
  close	
  ties	
  to	
  both	
  Green	
  Bay	
  and	
  New	
  York	
  at	
  different	
  

points	
  in	
  the	
  sample	
  period	
  likely	
  contributed	
  to	
  the	
  varied,	
  unique	
  coverage	
  the	
  

Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  and	
  New	
  York	
  Times	
  offered.	
  	
  Below	
  are	
  some	
  examples	
  of	
  

unique	
  coverage	
  of	
  the	
  Favre	
  story	
  by	
  both	
  publications	
  that	
  were	
  not	
  previously	
  

outlined.	
  

	
  
Figure	
  8.1:	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette,	
  March	
  5,	
  2008,	
  Special	
  Favre	
  Section	
  (p.	
  7)	
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   The	
  above	
  article	
  noted	
  that	
  a	
  Florida	
  couple	
  paid	
  tribute	
  to	
  the	
  Packer	
  

legend,	
  naming	
  their	
  twin	
  sons	
  Brett	
  and	
  Favre	
  in	
  honor	
  of	
  the	
  quarterback.	
  	
  Though	
  

neither	
  of	
  the	
  couple	
  was	
  from	
  Wisconsin,	
  the	
  husband	
  had	
  lived	
  there	
  and	
  found	
  

that	
  he	
  missed	
  the	
  camaraderie	
  of	
  Packers	
  football	
  after	
  moving	
  to	
  Florida.	
  	
  Favre	
  

inspired	
  other	
  comparisons	
  as	
  well,	
  however.	
  	
  	
  	
  

	
  

	
  
Figure	
  8.2:	
  New	
  York	
  Times,	
  September	
  12,	
  2008,	
  Sports	
  (D1)	
  

This	
  excerpt	
  and	
  the	
  rest	
  of	
  the	
  article	
  compared	
  the	
  New	
  York	
  Jets	
  to	
  their	
  

neighbors	
  and	
  stadium-­‐sharing	
  partners,	
  the	
  New	
  York	
  Giants.	
  	
  Despite	
  being	
  the	
  

reigning	
  Super	
  Bowl	
  champions,	
  the	
  article	
  noted	
  the	
  Giants	
  were	
  a	
  somewhat	
  

boring	
  team	
  next	
  to	
  the	
  Favre-­‐led	
  Jets.	
  	
  In	
  fact,	
  the	
  number	
  of	
  words	
  Favre	
  spoke	
  in	
  

response	
  to	
  13	
  questions	
  at	
  a	
  recent	
  press	
  conference	
  (2,278	
  words)	
  was	
  contrasted	
  

with	
  Giant’s	
  QB	
  Eli	
  Manning	
  (7	
  answers	
  for	
  487	
  words).	
  	
  The	
  author	
  explained	
  that	
  

with	
  that	
  type	
  of	
  material,	
  the	
  media	
  could	
  not	
  be	
  blamed	
  for	
  focusing	
  on	
  the	
  Jets.	
  	
  

Without	
  Favre,	
  there	
  would	
  have	
  likely	
  been	
  much	
  less	
  interest	
  in	
  covering	
  the	
  

unproven	
  Jets.	
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Figure	
  8.3:	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette,	
  August	
  8,	
  2008,	
  News	
  (A2)	
  

	
   Interest	
  in	
  Favre	
  seemed	
  to	
  shift,	
  as	
  this	
  article	
  noted.	
  	
  While	
  the	
  Green	
  Bay	
  

community,	
  including	
  the	
  mayor,	
  agreed	
  that	
  Favre	
  deserved	
  recognition	
  for	
  his	
  

accomplishments,	
  his	
  trade	
  to	
  the	
  Jets	
  presented	
  a	
  conundrum.	
  	
  Many	
  fans	
  were	
  

shocked	
  and	
  some	
  disappointed	
  by	
  the	
  news	
  of	
  Favre’s	
  new	
  team.	
  	
  Though	
  the	
  

mayor	
  remained	
  steadfast	
  in	
  his	
  determination	
  to	
  rename	
  a	
  major	
  Green	
  Bay	
  street	
  

after	
  Favre,	
  these	
  plans	
  are	
  still	
  on	
  hold.	
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CHAPTER	
  9:	
  CONCLUSIONS,	
  LIMITATIONS,	
  AND	
  FUTURE	
  RESEARCH	
  

Conclusions	
  

This	
  was	
  a	
  complex	
  exploratory	
  study,	
  made	
  especially	
  interesting	
  by	
  the	
  fact	
  

that	
  this	
  type	
  of	
  coverage	
  of	
  an	
  athlete	
  was	
  unprecedented	
  in	
  the	
  academic	
  

literature.	
  	
  The	
  study	
  presented	
  many	
  unique	
  results	
  related	
  to	
  framing	
  theory	
  and	
  

structural	
  pluralism,	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  the	
  ritualistic,	
  religious	
  nature	
  of	
  sports.	
  	
  Previous	
  

research	
  indicated	
  that	
  regional	
  and	
  national	
  newspapers	
  might	
  frame	
  stories	
  

differently,	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  how	
  conflict	
  might	
  be	
  reported	
  by	
  the	
  publications.	
  	
  

The	
  fan	
  following	
  that	
  Favre	
  amassed,	
  and	
  the	
  leadership	
  role	
  he	
  assumed	
  

both	
  on	
  the	
  field	
  and	
  in	
  the	
  community,	
  made	
  him	
  a	
  revered	
  figure	
  in	
  Green	
  Bay	
  and	
  

in	
  the	
  sports	
  world.	
  	
  While	
  the	
  literature	
  was	
  replete	
  with	
  studies	
  on	
  sports	
  and	
  

religion,	
  the	
  near-­‐fanatical	
  media	
  treatment	
  Favre	
  attracted	
  during	
  the	
  sample	
  

period	
  was	
  unprecedented.	
  	
  It	
  was	
  not	
  surprising,	
  then,	
  that	
  there	
  was	
  an	
  absence	
  of	
  

academic	
  work	
  in	
  this	
  area;	
  no	
  previous	
  studies	
  indicated	
  how	
  the	
  Favre	
  storyline	
  

might	
  be	
  framed.	
  

However,	
  the	
  sheer	
  volume	
  of	
  sample	
  stories	
  and	
  comprehensive	
  nature	
  of	
  

the	
  coverage	
  published	
  by	
  the	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  were	
  evidence	
  of	
  the	
  special	
  

bond	
  between	
  Favre,	
  the	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Packers,	
  and	
  the	
  surrounding	
  community.	
  	
  

Additionally,	
  the	
  intense	
  interest	
  in	
  this	
  storyline	
  by	
  the	
  media	
  in	
  general	
  was	
  unlike	
  

that	
  of	
  any	
  other	
  athlete’s	
  career	
  and	
  retirement.	
  	
  The	
  improbability	
  of	
  the	
  entire	
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sequence	
  of	
  events	
  that	
  colored	
  the	
  time	
  from	
  Favre’s	
  first	
  to	
  second	
  retirements	
  

made	
  this	
  a	
  salient	
  story	
  at	
  both	
  the	
  regional	
  and	
  national	
  levels.	
  	
  	
  

Because	
  of	
  the	
  national	
  interest	
  in	
  the	
  entire	
  saga,	
  certain	
  framing	
  

similarities	
  were	
  observed	
  in	
  the	
  coverage	
  by	
  the	
  Press	
  Gazette,	
  New	
  York	
  Times,	
  and	
  

USA	
  Today;	
  there	
  were	
  often	
  limited	
  ways	
  to	
  meaningfully	
  structure	
  the	
  storyline.	
  	
  

For	
  example,	
  during	
  the	
  uncertain	
  summer	
  when	
  Favre’s	
  return	
  was	
  undecided,	
  all	
  

three	
  publications	
  used	
  the	
  frame	
  +	
  theme	
  combination	
  of	
  “Moving	
  forward”	
  and	
  

“Uncertain	
  future	
  for	
  Favre.”	
  	
  The	
  lack	
  of	
  tangible,	
  credible	
  information	
  provided	
  

few	
  other	
  ways	
  for	
  any	
  of	
  the	
  publications	
  to	
  present	
  articles	
  at	
  this	
  time.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

However,	
  there	
  were	
  obvious	
  differences	
  in	
  many	
  instances	
  as	
  well.	
  	
  The	
  

Press	
  Gazette	
  found	
  unique	
  angles	
  for	
  stories	
  even	
  during	
  slow	
  news	
  times.	
  	
  This	
  

likely	
  resulted	
  from	
  the	
  proximity	
  to	
  Favre,	
  both	
  physically	
  and	
  sentimentally,	
  as	
  

well	
  as	
  regional	
  reader	
  interest	
  in	
  Favre	
  that	
  demanded	
  information	
  about	
  him,	
  

even	
  if	
  the	
  news	
  did	
  nothing	
  to	
  dispel	
  the	
  uncertainty	
  surrounding	
  him	
  at	
  the	
  time.	
  	
  

The	
  break	
  up	
  between	
  Favre	
  and	
  the	
  Packers	
  was	
  also	
  a	
  salient	
  news	
  story	
  

for	
  the	
  Press	
  Gazette,	
  Times,	
  and	
  USA	
  Today,	
  but	
  again,	
  differences	
  were	
  observed	
  in	
  

the	
  framing	
  of	
  this	
  event.	
  	
  Although	
  this	
  facet	
  of	
  the	
  saga	
  could	
  have	
  simply	
  been	
  

classified	
  by	
  the	
  term	
  “Split”,	
  it	
  was	
  believed	
  that	
  	
  “Divorce”	
  and	
  “Remarriage”	
  

frames	
  would	
  better	
  categorize	
  these	
  stories	
  about	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  the	
  professional	
  

relationship	
  between	
  Favre	
  and	
  the	
  Packers.	
  	
  	
  Interestingly,	
  USA	
  Today	
  more	
  

commonly	
  focused	
  on	
  the	
  “Divorce”	
  aspect	
  of	
  the	
  break-­‐up,	
  while	
  the	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  

and	
  New	
  York	
  Times	
  chose	
  the	
  “Remarriage”	
  frame	
  to	
  structure	
  more	
  stories	
  during	
  

this	
  tumultuous	
  time.	
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However,	
  the	
  “Remarriage”	
  frame	
  also	
  included	
  updates	
  on	
  the	
  results	
  of	
  

Favre’s	
  new	
  marriage	
  to	
  the	
  Jets:	
  reactions	
  to	
  his	
  new	
  home,	
  his	
  milestones	
  with	
  the	
  

Jets,	
  and	
  updates	
  on	
  his	
  performances	
  were	
  all	
  under	
  the	
  “Remarriage”	
  umbrella.	
  	
  

Paring	
  this	
  frame	
  down	
  would	
  have	
  likely	
  provided	
  a	
  more	
  accurate	
  picture	
  of	
  how	
  

the	
  three	
  newspapers	
  collectively	
  used	
  the	
  “Divorce”	
  and	
  “Remarriage”	
  frames	
  in	
  

the	
  Favre	
  articles,	
  and	
  how	
  the	
  Times	
  more	
  specifically	
  covered	
  the	
  events	
  at	
  this	
  

time.	
  

In	
  any	
  case,	
  the	
  conflict-­‐laden	
  split	
  between	
  Favre	
  and	
  the	
  Packers	
  was	
  

highlighted	
  by	
  all	
  three	
  publications,	
  though	
  the	
  reporting	
  of	
  conflict	
  alone	
  did	
  not	
  

appear	
  to	
  entirely	
  support	
  or	
  dismiss	
  structural	
  pluralism	
  in	
  this	
  study.	
  	
  	
  All	
  three	
  

papers’	
  sample	
  stories	
  had	
  more	
  conflict	
  than	
  not,	
  though	
  this	
  ratio	
  was	
  nearly	
  even	
  

for	
  the	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  and	
  Times.	
  	
  USA	
  Today	
  was	
  more	
  definite,	
  as	
  its	
  stories	
  with	
  

conflict	
  clearly	
  outweighed	
  those	
  without.	
  	
  Because	
  the	
  entire	
  Favre	
  story	
  had	
  

innate	
  conflict,	
  it	
  was	
  very	
  likely	
  that	
  all	
  three	
  publications	
  were	
  simply	
  reporting	
  

what	
  was	
  in	
  front	
  of	
  them.	
  	
  	
  

When	
  the	
  categories	
  for	
  conflict	
  and	
  tone	
  were	
  observed	
  together,	
  a	
  more	
  

complete	
  picture	
  emerged.	
  	
  Overall,	
  the	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  had	
  far	
  more	
  positive	
  articles	
  

than	
  both	
  national	
  publications,	
  suggesting	
  that	
  despite	
  the	
  inherent	
  conflict,	
  the	
  

regional	
  newspaper	
  still	
  found	
  ways	
  to	
  highlight	
  encouraging	
  aspects	
  of	
  Favre	
  and	
  

the	
  entire	
  situation.	
  	
  However,	
  a	
  positive	
  tone	
  was	
  much	
  more	
  prominent	
  in	
  the	
  

articles	
  without	
  conflict	
  for	
  the	
  Press	
  Gazette.	
  	
  In	
  its	
  stories	
  that	
  did	
  contain	
  conflict,	
  

a	
  neutral	
  or	
  negative	
  tone	
  was	
  more	
  often	
  observed,	
  suggesting	
  that	
  even	
  the	
  Press	
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Gazette	
  was	
  inclined	
  to	
  present	
  Favre	
  in	
  an	
  unfavorable	
  light,	
  despite	
  his	
  local	
  ties	
  

and	
  contributions	
  to	
  the	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Packers	
  and	
  surrounding	
  community.	
  	
  	
  

Perhaps	
  in	
  stories	
  with	
  inherent	
  conflict,	
  structural	
  pluralism	
  does	
  not	
  apply.	
  	
  

It	
  is	
  also	
  possible	
  that	
  a	
  combination	
  of	
  the	
  presence	
  of	
  innate	
  conflict	
  and	
  the	
  tone	
  

of	
  coverage	
  should	
  be	
  observed	
  as	
  a	
  more	
  accurate	
  indicator	
  of	
  whether	
  structural	
  

pluralism	
  could	
  be	
  at	
  play.	
  	
  Additionally,	
  the	
  context	
  in	
  which	
  conflict	
  is	
  presented	
  

may	
  also	
  indicate	
  whether	
  structural	
  pluralism	
  holds	
  in	
  this	
  type	
  of	
  study.	
  	
  However,	
  

this	
  finding	
  is	
  not	
  unsupported	
  in	
  the	
  literature.	
  	
  Mikelson’s	
  (2007)	
  work	
  on	
  the	
  

contentious	
  Idaho	
  wolf	
  reintroduction	
  did	
  not	
  present	
  evidence	
  that	
  smaller	
  

communities	
  avoided	
  reporting	
  conflict	
  either.	
  	
  	
  

Despite	
  the	
  conflict	
  surrounding	
  him,	
  the	
  influence	
  Favre	
  exerted	
  in	
  the	
  

Green	
  Bay	
  community	
  was	
  evident	
  in	
  the	
  location	
  of	
  sample	
  articles	
  within	
  the	
  Press	
  

Gazette.	
  	
  While	
  the	
  national	
  publications	
  expectedly	
  published	
  Favre-­‐related	
  articles	
  

in	
  the	
  Sports	
  section,	
  the	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  was	
  more	
  varied.	
  	
  The	
  sports	
  page	
  was	
  a	
  

common	
  location	
  for	
  Favre	
  items,	
  but	
  the	
  News,	
  Business,	
  and	
  Lifestyle	
  sections	
  also	
  

played	
  host	
  to	
  Favre-­‐related	
  articles.	
  	
  Favre’s	
  immense	
  reach	
  in	
  the	
  Green	
  Bay	
  

community	
  extended	
  far	
  beyond	
  athletics	
  and	
  was	
  deemed	
  important	
  enough	
  to	
  

warrant	
  reporting	
  in	
  many	
  other	
  areas.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

While	
  the	
  intimacy	
  Green	
  Bay	
  shared	
  with	
  Favre	
  made	
  him	
  the	
  key	
  player	
  in	
  

the	
  majority	
  of	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  coverage,	
  both	
  the	
  Times	
  and	
  USA	
  Today	
  capitalized	
  on	
  

his	
  renown	
  to	
  make	
  stories	
  about	
  other	
  famous	
  figures	
  more	
  relevant.	
  	
  Both	
  national	
  

publications	
  referenced	
  Favre	
  in	
  the	
  context	
  of	
  other	
  celebrities	
  and	
  their	
  

retirements	
  or	
  bouts	
  of	
  indecision,	
  from	
  sports	
  to	
  politics.	
  	
  Clearly	
  the	
  Favre	
  story	
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was	
  so	
  widely	
  publicized	
  that	
  its	
  reference	
  helped	
  readers	
  understand	
  others	
  in	
  a	
  

position	
  similar	
  to	
  Favre’s.	
  

While	
  both	
  Favre	
  and	
  the	
  Packer	
  management	
  were	
  expectedly	
  the	
  most	
  

popular	
  sources	
  for	
  information	
  in	
  all	
  three	
  publications,	
  differences	
  were	
  observed	
  

between	
  the	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  and	
  the	
  Times	
  and	
  USA	
  Today	
  in	
  this	
  area	
  as	
  well.	
  	
  The	
  

Press	
  Gazette	
  most	
  often	
  cited	
  Favre’s	
  friends,	
  family,	
  and	
  other	
  sources	
  close	
  to	
  

Favre;	
  this	
  group	
  was	
  likely	
  very	
  familiar	
  to	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  readers.	
  	
  In	
  contrast,	
  the	
  

national	
  papers	
  were	
  more	
  apt	
  to	
  provide	
  input	
  on	
  the	
  Favre	
  saga	
  from	
  NFL	
  players,	
  

coaches,	
  and	
  retirees,	
  a	
  group	
  of	
  sources	
  that	
  likely	
  appealed	
  to	
  a	
  broader	
  national	
  

audience.	
  	
  	
  

Differences	
  in	
  article	
  length	
  also	
  seemed	
  related	
  to	
  the	
  Press	
  Gazette’s	
  close	
  

ties	
  with	
  Favre.	
  	
  Almost	
  any	
  information	
  related	
  to	
  Favre	
  was	
  deemed	
  newsworthy,	
  

likely	
  because	
  of	
  the	
  insatiable	
  desire	
  for	
  Favre	
  news	
  in	
  the	
  community.	
  	
  From	
  his	
  

effect	
  on	
  ticket	
  sales	
  to	
  an	
  automated	
  projection	
  for	
  the	
  Packers	
  record	
  in	
  a	
  Favre-­‐

less	
  season,	
  the	
  quarterback	
  was	
  relevant.	
  	
  The	
  fact	
  that	
  both	
  the	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  and	
  

Times	
  claimed	
  Favre	
  as	
  a	
  hometown	
  boy	
  during	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  sample	
  period	
  was	
  the	
  

likely	
  explanation	
  for	
  USA	
  Today	
  having	
  the	
  shortest	
  average	
  article	
  length.	
  

However,	
  only	
  Favre’s	
  Green	
  Bay	
  hometown	
  publication	
  framed	
  stories	
  in	
  a	
  

way	
  that	
  characterized	
  what	
  was	
  so	
  extraordinary	
  about	
  Favre.	
  	
  The	
  ritualistic,	
  

religious	
  undertones	
  alluded	
  to	
  by	
  the	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  truly	
  embodied	
  Favre’s	
  

relationship	
  with	
  the	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Packers	
  and	
  surrounding	
  community	
  and	
  suggested	
  

Favre’s	
  significant	
  cultural	
  impact.	
  	
  In	
  addition	
  to	
  Favre’s	
  well-­‐publicized	
  athletic	
  

heroics,	
  his	
  selfless	
  good	
  deeds	
  in	
  the	
  community	
  were	
  also	
  celebrated.	
  	
  The	
  area’s	
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desire	
  to	
  honor	
  Favre	
  by	
  renaming	
  roads,	
  passing	
  legislative	
  bills	
  for	
  remembrance	
  

of	
  his	
  accomplishments,	
  and	
  embracing	
  the	
  memories	
  of	
  the	
  green	
  and	
  gold	
  Favre	
  

long	
  after	
  he	
  was	
  gone,	
  all	
  pointed	
  towards	
  Favre’s	
  lasting	
  legacy	
  in	
  Green	
  Bay.	
  	
  	
  

Despite	
  his	
  somewhat	
  unceremonious	
  departure	
  from	
  Green	
  Bay,	
  Favre	
  will	
  

always	
  be	
  synonymous	
  with	
  the	
  winningest	
  era	
  in	
  Packer	
  football	
  history.	
  	
  Perhaps	
  

he	
  will	
  also	
  always	
  be	
  inextricably	
  tied	
  to	
  his	
  own	
  indecision.	
  	
  As	
  Taylor	
  &	
  Ogilvie	
  

(1994)	
  noted,	
  “retirement	
  is	
  a	
  significant	
  and	
  widespread	
  problem	
  for	
  athletes	
  

today,”	
  (p.1).	
  	
  Perhaps	
  no	
  one	
  is	
  more	
  of	
  a	
  poster	
  boy	
  for	
  the	
  truth	
  of	
  this	
  statement	
  

than	
  Favre	
  himself.	
  	
  There	
  was	
  no	
  denying,	
  however,	
  that	
  despite	
  some	
  unfavorable	
  

Press	
  Gazette	
  articles	
  on	
  Favre,	
  his	
  true	
  hometown	
  newspaper	
  demonstrated	
  that	
  

any	
  day	
  of	
  the	
  week	
  was	
  the	
  perfect	
  day	
  to	
  celebrate	
  Favre.	
  	
  But	
  perhaps	
  the	
  day	
  

that	
  most	
  Packers	
  fans	
  will	
  let	
  their	
  thoughts	
  stray	
  a	
  little	
  longer	
  on	
  his	
  implausible	
  

NFL	
  career,	
  his	
  successes	
  on	
  and	
  off	
  the	
  field,	
  and	
  his	
  absence,	
  is	
  Sunday—the	
  day	
  of	
  

rest.	
  	
  And	
  of	
  course,	
  the	
  day	
  of	
  football.	
  	
  	
  	
  

Limitations	
  and	
  Future	
  Study	
  

This	
  was	
  an	
  extensive	
  study	
  with	
  numerous	
  considerations,	
  some	
  of	
  which	
  

were	
  likely	
  beyond	
  the	
  scope	
  of	
  the	
  researcher’s	
  capabilities.	
  	
  While	
  every	
  attempt	
  

was	
  made	
  to	
  be	
  systematic,	
  thorough,	
  and	
  methodical,	
  there	
  are	
  likely	
  areas	
  where	
  

inaccuracies	
  exist	
  because	
  of	
  the	
  emergent	
  nature	
  of	
  the	
  study	
  and	
  the	
  closeness	
  of	
  

the	
  researcher	
  to	
  all	
  aspects	
  of	
  the	
  analysis	
  and	
  the	
  subject	
  matter	
  itself.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

Besides	
  the	
  potential	
  for	
  error	
  in	
  the	
  actual	
  research,	
  an	
  obvious	
  limitation	
  of	
  

the	
  study	
  was	
  the	
  small	
  number	
  of	
  sample	
  articles	
  for	
  both	
  national	
  publications.	
  	
  



	
   132	
  

However,	
  these	
  articles	
  comprised	
  the	
  entire	
  body	
  of	
  coverage	
  for	
  each	
  newspaper,	
  

so	
  it	
  was	
  a	
  representative	
  sample	
  of	
  what	
  was	
  available	
  at	
  the	
  time.	
  	
  	
  

Another	
  possible	
  issue	
  was	
  the	
  pseudo-­‐hometown	
  nature	
  of	
  the	
  New	
  York	
  

Times	
  during	
  Favre’s	
  season	
  with	
  the	
  Jets.	
  	
  While	
  it	
  was	
  still	
  very	
  much	
  a	
  nationally	
  

focused	
  publication,	
  the	
  Jets	
  were	
  a	
  hometown	
  team,	
  and	
  the	
  Times	
  likely	
  gave	
  more	
  

coverage	
  to	
  Favre	
  than	
  if	
  he	
  had	
  been	
  traded	
  outside	
  the	
  New	
  York	
  region.	
  	
  This	
  

could	
  have	
  skewed	
  the	
  results,	
  though	
  the	
  inside	
  look	
  at	
  Favre’s	
  post-­‐Packers	
  

professional	
  career	
  arguably	
  added	
  an	
  element	
  of	
  richness	
  to	
  the	
  story	
  that	
  

otherwise	
  would	
  have	
  been	
  lost	
  had	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  sample	
  papers	
  not	
  had	
  a	
  vested	
  in	
  

Favre’s	
  athletic	
  performance.	
  	
  Additionally,	
  USA	
  Today	
  was	
  a	
  ‘neutral’	
  publication	
  

that	
  had	
  no	
  hometown	
  loyalty	
  to	
  Favre,	
  offering	
  a	
  baseline	
  for	
  comparison	
  with	
  the	
  

Times.	
  

Additionally,	
  the	
  inherent	
  conflict	
  presented	
  in	
  the	
  storyline	
  from	
  Favre’s	
  

first	
  retirement	
  to	
  his	
  second	
  may	
  have	
  complicated	
  the	
  ability	
  to	
  determine	
  

whether	
  structural	
  pluralism	
  held	
  within	
  the	
  constraints	
  of	
  this	
  study.	
  	
  Because	
  of	
  

the	
  nature	
  of	
  the	
  story,	
  often	
  presentations	
  of	
  conflict	
  were	
  the	
  only	
  way	
  to	
  

accurately	
  convey	
  the	
  story.	
  	
  Perhaps	
  a	
  combination	
  of	
  conflict	
  and	
  article	
  tone	
  

would	
  provide	
  a	
  more	
  accurate	
  assessment	
  of	
  whether	
  structural	
  pluralism	
  is	
  at	
  

play	
  in	
  future.	
  

However,	
  the	
  early	
  studies	
  on	
  structural	
  pluralism	
  dating	
  from	
  the	
  1960’s	
  

likely	
  scrutinized	
  a	
  much	
  different	
  contingent	
  of	
  newspapers	
  than	
  what	
  this	
  study	
  

entailed.	
  	
  Large	
  and	
  small	
  newspapers	
  during	
  that	
  time	
  period	
  likely	
  had	
  much	
  

different	
  make-­‐ups,	
  power	
  structures,	
  and	
  opinions	
  than	
  the	
  present-­‐day	
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publications	
  that	
  produced	
  the	
  articles	
  analyzed	
  by	
  this	
  study.	
  	
  Therefore,	
  it	
  is	
  

possible	
  that	
  structural	
  pluralism	
  does	
  not	
  currently	
  have	
  the	
  relevance	
  it	
  once	
  did	
  

and	
  thus	
  may	
  not	
  relate	
  to	
  this	
  study	
  as	
  much	
  as	
  originally	
  thought.	
  	
  Additionally,	
  

the	
  publications	
  used	
  in	
  this	
  study	
  may	
  be	
  more	
  similar	
  than	
  the	
  differences	
  

between	
  them	
  and	
  their	
  classifications	
  suggest.	
  

The	
  context	
  in	
  which	
  conflict	
  is	
  presented	
  might	
  be	
  another	
  consideration	
  for	
  

future	
  research.	
  	
  Against	
  the	
  main	
  tenets	
  of	
  structural	
  pluralism,	
  the	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  

was	
  not	
  afraid	
  to	
  pass	
  negative	
  judgment	
  on	
  Favre;	
  however,	
  the	
  newspaper	
  still	
  

found	
  positive	
  ways	
  to	
  present	
  Favre	
  stories,	
  even	
  after	
  his	
  departure	
  from	
  Green	
  

Bay.	
  	
  This	
  could	
  have	
  been	
  a	
  reflection	
  of	
  the	
  intimate	
  connection	
  shared	
  by	
  Favre	
  

and	
  the	
  local	
  community,	
  or	
  it	
  could	
  be	
  indicative	
  of	
  the	
  reporting	
  preferences	
  of	
  

regional	
  media	
  outlets	
  in	
  general.	
  	
  Do	
  smaller,	
  localized	
  media	
  outlets	
  shy	
  away	
  from	
  

reporting	
  conflict	
  because	
  they	
  cannot	
  distance	
  themselves	
  enough	
  from	
  the	
  

subjects	
  on	
  whom	
  they	
  report?	
  	
  

On	
  the	
  flipside	
  of	
  this	
  debate,	
  newspapers	
  are	
  rapidly	
  changing	
  as	
  

technological	
  advances	
  are	
  forcing	
  some	
  print	
  outlets	
  to	
  abandon	
  these	
  practices	
  

and	
  publish	
  solely	
  on	
  the	
  Web	
  (Alterman,	
  2008).	
  	
  While	
  this	
  surely	
  is	
  not	
  the	
  norm,	
  

there	
  is	
  the	
  possibility	
  of	
  smaller	
  papers	
  like	
  the	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  eventually	
  

closing	
  their	
  doors.	
  	
  In	
  the	
  process,	
  do	
  we	
  risk	
  losing	
  an	
  intimacy	
  that	
  only	
  a	
  smaller,	
  

regional	
  newspaper	
  can	
  provide?	
  	
  Additionally,	
  if	
  regional	
  newspapers	
  do	
  tend	
  to	
  

highlight	
  a	
  more	
  personal,	
  intimate	
  side	
  of	
  a	
  story	
  that	
  national	
  papers	
  lack,	
  do	
  

readers	
  expect	
  this	
  and	
  actively	
  seek	
  out	
  these	
  stories	
  (via	
  online	
  news	
  services)	
  in	
  

order	
  to	
  fulfill	
  their	
  desire	
  for	
  this	
  type	
  of	
  media?	
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There	
  was	
  a	
  clear	
  lack	
  of	
  academic	
  literature	
  that	
  suggested	
  how	
  the	
  media	
  

might	
  treat	
  a	
  renowned	
  sports	
  figure	
  of	
  Favre’s	
  stature.	
  	
  More	
  study	
  is	
  also	
  

warranted	
  in	
  the	
  area	
  of	
  religious,	
  ritualistic	
  coverage	
  of	
  an	
  athlete	
  like	
  Favre,	
  as	
  the	
  

enormous	
  popularity	
  that	
  professional	
  sports	
  and	
  their	
  athletes	
  are	
  gaining	
  has	
  

been	
  noted.	
  The	
  scholarly	
  scope	
  of	
  this	
  phenomenon	
  could	
  surely	
  extend	
  to	
  the	
  

reaches	
  of	
  other	
  media	
  forms,	
  spirituality	
  or	
  religious	
  research,	
  cultural	
  studies,	
  and	
  

beyond.	
  	
  Though	
  there	
  may	
  well	
  be	
  another	
  athlete	
  who	
  garners	
  the	
  immense	
  

interest	
  of	
  the	
  nation,	
  there	
  will	
  decidedly	
  never	
  be	
  another	
  Favre.	
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APPENDIX	
  A:	
  

Coding	
  Protocol	
  
	
   Key/Explanation	
  
Newspaper	
   1-­‐New	
  York	
  Times	
  

2-­‐USA	
  Today	
  
3-­‐Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  Gazette	
  

Tone	
  
	
   	
  

1-­‐	
  Positive	
  
2-­‐	
  Negative	
  
3-­‐	
  Neutral	
  

Frames	
  
	
  

1-­‐	
  judgment	
  	
  
2-­‐	
  rating	
  Favre/comparisons	
  	
  
3-­‐	
  Favre	
  as	
  reference	
  point	
  for	
  others	
  
4-­‐	
  Moving	
  forward	
  (options	
  for	
  Favre,	
  Packers;	
  speculation	
  on	
  what’s	
  going	
  on)	
  
5-­‐	
  He	
  said	
  he	
  said	
  (back	
  and	
  forth)	
  
6-­‐	
  Celebration/Remembrance	
  of	
  Favre	
  
7-­‐	
  Favre	
  vs.	
  Rodgers/Comparisons	
  and	
  competition	
  
8-­‐	
  Rumored	
  Return	
  
10-­‐Mass	
  Media	
  coverage	
  of	
  Favre:	
  “saga,”	
  games,	
  personal	
  life,	
  etc.	
  
11-­‐Divorce	
  
12-­‐	
  Remarriage/Brett	
  the	
  Jet	
  (reactions,	
  milestones,	
  updates)	
  
13-­‐	
  Favre	
  decision	
  on	
  2008	
  season	
  expected	
  soon	
  
14-­‐	
  Big	
  adjustments	
  ahead	
  for	
  Favre	
  with	
  Jets	
  
15-­‐	
  Favre’s	
  durability	
  
18-­‐	
  GRB	
  vs.	
  NY	
  (playing	
  there,	
  TV	
  market,	
  etc.)	
  
19-­‐	
  Revenue	
  effects	
  from	
  Favre:	
  absence	
  in	
  Green	
  Bay,	
  contributions	
  to	
  Jets,	
  etc.	
  
20-­‐	
  Jet’s	
  future	
  
21-­‐	
  Favre’s	
  charitable	
  side	
  
22-­‐	
  Favre’s	
  early	
  career-­‐HS	
  and	
  college	
  days	
  
23-­‐	
  Favre	
  wants	
  reinstatement	
  and/or	
  release	
  

Themes	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

1-­‐	
  Favre	
  is	
  right	
  and/or	
  Packers	
  are	
  wrong	
  
2-­‐	
  Favre	
  is	
  wrong	
  and/or	
  Packers	
  are	
  right	
  
3-­‐	
  Favre’s	
  desire	
  to	
  return	
  to	
  GRB	
  puts	
  Packers	
  in	
  a	
  tough	
  spot;	
  need	
  to	
  consider	
  long-­‐term	
  best	
  interests	
  of	
  Packers	
  
4-­‐	
  Favre	
  should	
  stay	
  retired;	
  Packers	
  entice	
  Favre	
  with	
  $$	
  offer	
  to	
  stay	
  retired	
  
5-­‐	
  Favre	
  is	
  a	
  positive	
  reference	
  point	
  
6-­‐	
  Favre	
  is	
  a	
  negative	
  reference	
  point	
  
7-­‐	
  Rodgers	
  can	
  do	
  it;	
  give	
  him	
  a	
  chance	
  
9-­‐	
  Packers	
  didn’t	
  do	
  enough	
  to	
  keep	
  Favre	
  from	
  retiring/Thompson	
  &	
  McCarthy	
  pressured	
  Favre	
  to	
  retire	
  
10-­‐	
  Favre	
  just	
  okay,	
  not	
  as	
  great	
  as	
  people	
  think	
  
11-­‐	
  Telephone	
  survey	
  solicits	
  local	
  opinions	
  on	
  Favre	
  situation	
  
12-­‐	
  Uncertain	
  future	
  for	
  Favre;	
  reinstatement	
  questions,	
  trade	
  options,	
  reporting	
  to	
  training	
  camp	
  
13-­‐	
  No	
  opinion	
  about	
  Favre	
  situation	
  
14-­‐	
  Mixed	
  feelings	
  about	
  Favre	
  situation/mixed	
  reactions	
  
15-­‐	
  Favre/Packers	
  breakup	
  a	
  milestone	
  for	
  the	
  organization/end	
  of	
  an	
  era	
  
16-­‐	
  Drama	
  follows	
  Favre,	
  often	
  overblown	
  by	
  media:	
  tampering,	
  often	
  excessive	
  coverage	
  of	
  little	
  story,	
  etc.	
  
17-­‐	
  Favre	
  accuses	
  Packers	
  of	
  not	
  telling	
  the	
  whole	
  truth;	
  blames	
  Packers	
  and	
  Thompson	
  for	
  bad	
  decisions	
  throughout	
  
Favre’s	
  tenure	
  with	
  Green	
  Bay	
  
18-­‐	
  Humble,	
  grateful	
  NFL	
  star	
  
19-­‐	
  Favre	
  is	
  a	
  great	
  competitor,	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  best	
  
20-­‐	
  Mention	
  of	
  Favre	
  with	
  other	
  retirees,	
  no	
  judgment	
  
22-­‐	
  Packers/Favre—no	
  one	
  is	
  to	
  blame	
  for	
  an	
  unfortunate	
  situation	
  
23-­‐	
  Revenue	
  increases	
  for	
  the	
  Jets	
  
24-­‐	
  Favre	
  has	
  serious	
  marketing	
  and	
  revenue	
  pull;	
  news	
  on	
  him	
  affects	
  merchandise,	
  ticket	
  sales,	
  TV	
  schedule,	
  etc.	
  
25-­‐	
  Favre	
  media	
  storm	
  won’t	
  overshadow	
  Packers	
  Hall	
  of	
  Fame	
  induction	
  
26-­‐	
  Favre/Packers	
  stalemate	
  ensues;	
  trade	
  talk	
  limited,	
  neither	
  side	
  committed	
  to	
  action;	
  Favre	
  urged	
  to	
  stay	
  away	
  
27-­‐	
  Time	
  will	
  tell	
  if	
  Favre	
  can	
  be	
  successful	
  in	
  NY,	
  big	
  adjustments	
  ahead	
  for	
  Favre	
  
29-­‐	
  Favre’s	
  play	
  promising	
  
30-­‐	
  Favre	
  fans/Packer	
  fans	
  frustrated	
  by	
  Favre	
  situation;	
  hero	
  fallen,	
  no	
  resolution	
  in	
  sight	
  
31-­‐	
  Fitting	
  end	
  to	
  Dolphins/Jets	
  seasons	
  for	
  Chad	
  Pennington	
  
32-­‐	
  Favre’s	
  presence	
  in	
  NY	
  takes	
  attention	
  off	
  of	
  NY	
  Giants	
  
33-­‐	
  Favre’s	
  enthusiasm	
  for	
  the	
  game—he’s	
  like	
  a	
  child	
  
34-­‐	
  Favre	
  unimpressive,	
  old	
  as	
  Jets	
  struggle;	
  penalties	
  don’t	
  help	
  
36-­‐	
  Fans	
  in	
  NY	
  fair-­‐weather	
  
37-­‐	
  Favre’s	
  legacy	
  will	
  stay	
  intact	
  even	
  if	
  he	
  plays	
  for	
  another	
  team	
  
38-­‐	
  Classic	
  Favre	
  performance/meets	
  expectations	
  of	
  Jets	
  
39-­‐	
  (omitted/combined	
  with	
  another	
  category)	
  
40-­‐	
  Buccaneers	
  interested	
  in	
  Favre	
  
41-­‐	
  Favre	
  as	
  indecisive;	
  make	
  up	
  your	
  mind,	
  Brett!	
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42-­‐	
  Injuries	
  spur	
  2nd	
  retirement	
  
43-­‐	
  shareholders	
  seem	
  to	
  be	
  behind	
  Thompson/McCarthy’s	
  decisions	
  on	
  Favre	
  
44-­‐	
  Favre’s	
  arm	
  is	
  sore	
  
45-­‐	
  Weather	
  factors	
  into	
  Favre’s	
  success	
  
46-­‐	
  Jets	
  should	
  dump	
  Favre	
  
47-­‐	
  Favre/Pack	
  breakup	
  imminent;	
  Resolution	
  seems	
  unlikely	
  
48-­‐	
  Packers	
  management	
  expects	
  Favre	
  to	
  return	
  for	
  2008-­‐2009	
  season	
  
49-­‐	
  Favre’s	
  tenure	
  with	
  GRB	
  made	
  him	
  legendary—love	
  of	
  the	
  game,	
  humility,	
  enthusiasm,	
  and	
  generosity—gone	
  but	
  
not	
  forgotten;	
  city	
  to	
  honor	
  Favre	
  
50-­‐	
  Individuals/fans	
  pay	
  tribute	
  to	
  Favre,	
  remember	
  him	
  fondly	
  (told	
  from	
  their	
  point	
  of	
  view)	
  
52-­‐	
  Mental	
  fatigue	
  leads	
  to	
  Favre’s	
  1st	
  retirement	
  
53-­‐Packers	
  go	
  forward	
  with	
  Rodgers,	
  despite	
  questions	
  of	
  durability/injury	
  proneness	
  	
  
54-­‐	
  Favre	
  return	
  not	
  out	
  of	
  question,	
  expected	
  by	
  some	
  
55-­‐	
  (omitted/combined	
  with	
  another	
  category)	
  
56-­‐	
  Many	
  children	
  benefit	
  from	
  Favre’s	
  charity	
  work	
  
57-­‐	
  Favre’s	
  absence	
  put	
  into	
  perspective—he’ll	
  be	
  missed	
  but	
  we’ll	
  survive;	
  new	
  season	
  ahead	
  
58-­‐	
  Mississippi	
  to	
  honor	
  Favre;	
  Favre	
  joins	
  list	
  of	
  famous	
  Mississippians	
  
59-­‐	
  Who	
  got	
  the	
  1st	
  Favre	
  retirement	
  scoop	
  first	
  
60-­‐	
  Packers	
  must	
  act	
  SOON	
  to	
  diffuse	
  explosive	
  situation	
  with	
  Favre	
  
61-­‐	
  Favre’s	
  “everyman”	
  quality/relateability	
  with	
  fans	
  
62-­‐	
  Fans	
  mourn	
  Favre’s	
  first	
  retirement	
  
63-­‐	
  Even	
  celebrities	
  star	
  struck	
  by	
  Favre	
  
64-­‐	
  Fate	
  &	
  Favre-­‐	
  how	
  his	
  football	
  career	
  began	
  
65-­‐	
  Favre	
  certain	
  Hall	
  of	
  Famer	
  
66-­‐	
  Favre’s	
  off	
  field	
  struggles	
  
67-­‐	
  Rodgers	
  and	
  players	
  speak	
  about	
  Favre	
  situation	
  
68-­‐	
  Favre	
  competitive	
  in	
  golf	
  
69-­‐	
  Favre	
  denies	
  return	
  
70-­‐	
  Packers	
  owe	
  it	
  to	
  Favre	
  and	
  will	
  do	
  better	
  with	
  him	
  as	
  QB—let	
  him	
  come	
  back!	
  
71-­‐	
  Packers	
  are	
  crazy	
  for	
  not	
  wanting	
  Favre;	
  other	
  suitors	
  lining	
  up.	
  
72-­‐	
  Favre	
  returns	
  to	
  Green	
  Bay;	
  QB	
  competition	
  likely	
  
73-­‐	
  Favre/McCarthy	
  conversation	
  drags	
  on,	
  no	
  new	
  news	
  yet	
  on	
  Favre/Packers	
  
74-­‐	
  Business	
  as	
  usual	
  in	
  GRB	
  despite	
  Favre	
  drama	
  
75-­‐	
  Favre	
  is	
  a	
  Jet;	
  Favre	
  excited	
  to	
  get	
  started	
  
76-­‐	
  Favre	
  pushes	
  Pennington	
  from	
  Jets	
  
77-­‐	
  Both	
  Packers	
  and	
  Jets	
  have	
  unfulfilling	
  seasons,	
  after	
  all	
  the	
  drama	
  that	
  surrounded	
  them	
  
78-­‐	
  McCarthy	
  and	
  Thompson	
  stand	
  by	
  their	
  decision	
  to	
  trade	
  Favre,	
  after	
  the	
  2008	
  season	
  ends;	
  feel	
  they	
  made	
  the	
  
right	
  decision	
  
79-­‐	
  Packers	
  owe	
  Jets	
  draft	
  pick	
  for	
  Favre’s	
  one	
  season	
  played	
  

Sources	
   1-­‐Favre	
  
2-­‐Packers	
  players	
  
3-­‐Packers	
  Management	
  
4-­‐Favre	
  family	
  &	
  friends	
  
5-­‐	
  NFL	
  coaches	
  &	
  players	
  
6-­‐	
  NFL	
  retirees	
  &	
  friends,	
  family,	
  or	
  coaches/teammates	
  
7-­‐	
  Sports	
  stars	
  from	
  other	
  disciplines	
  
8-­‐	
  NFL	
  management/spokespeople	
  
9-­‐	
  Packer	
  fans	
  	
  
10-­‐	
  Green	
  Bay	
  residents	
  
11-­‐	
  Jets	
  players/coaches/management	
  
12-­‐	
  Jets	
  fans	
  
13-­‐	
  Favre	
  agent,	
  Bus	
  Cook	
  
14-­‐	
  Media	
  (ESPN	
  spokesperson,	
  ex)	
  
15-­‐	
  Marketing/salespeople	
  
16-­‐	
  Aaron	
  Rodgers	
  
17-­‐	
  Government	
  officials	
  
18-­‐	
  People	
  involved	
  with	
  charities/his	
  causes	
  
19-­‐	
  Celebrities	
  
20-­‐	
  High	
  school/college	
  coaches	
  and	
  recruiters	
  &	
  players	
  
21-­‐	
  Hall	
  of	
  Fame	
  spokespeople	
  
22-­‐	
  Historians/academics	
  
23-­‐	
  Clergy	
  
24-­‐	
  Packers	
  shareholders	
  

*Numbers	
  were	
  simply	
  used	
  for	
  ease	
  of	
  coding	
  throughout	
  analysis;	
  any	
  numbers	
  missing	
  in	
  the	
  sequence	
  indicate	
  where	
  
categories	
  were	
  omitted/combined	
  with	
  another.	
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APPENDIX	
  B:	
  

Breakdown	
  of	
  Frames	
  and	
  Themes	
  by	
  Publication	
  (#	
  of	
  uses	
  by	
  each)	
  	
  
Frames	
   Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  

Gazette	
  
New	
  York	
  Times	
   USA	
  Today	
  

Judgment	
   35	
   3	
   4	
  
Rating	
  Favre/Comparisons	
   9	
   2	
   2	
  
Favre	
  as	
  Reference	
  Point	
  for	
  Others	
   4	
   5	
   4	
  
Moving	
  Forward	
   37	
   5	
   5	
  
He	
  said	
  he	
  said	
   12	
   2	
   0	
  
Celebration/Remembrance	
  of	
  Favre	
   29	
   3	
   3	
  
Favre	
  vs.	
  Rodgers/Comparisons	
  and	
  Competition	
   19	
   1	
   1	
  
Rumored	
  Return	
   6	
   8	
   0	
  
Mass	
  Media	
  Coverage	
  of	
  Favre	
   15	
   10	
   1	
  
Divorce	
   4	
   1	
   3	
  
Remarriage/Brett	
  the	
  Jet	
   12	
   8	
   8	
  
Favre	
  Decision	
  on	
  2008	
  Expected	
  Soon	
   3	
   0	
   0	
  
Big	
  adjustments	
  ahead	
  for	
  Favre	
  with	
  Jets	
   2	
   1	
   0	
  
Favre’s	
  Durability	
   5	
   4	
   0	
  
GRB	
  vs.	
  NY	
   2	
   1	
   0	
  
Revenue	
  effects	
  from	
  Favre	
   7	
   0	
   0	
  
Jets’	
  Future	
   1	
   2	
   0	
  
Favre’s	
  Charitable	
  Side	
   3	
   0	
   0	
  
Favre’s	
  Early	
  Career—High	
  School	
  and	
  College	
   1	
   0	
   0	
  
Favre	
  wants	
  reinstatement	
  and/or	
  release	
   8	
   0	
   0	
  
Total	
  #	
  Frames	
  Used	
   20	
   15	
   9	
  
	
   	
   	
   	
  
Themes	
   Green	
  Bay	
  Press	
  

Gazette	
  
New	
  York	
  Times	
   USA	
  Today	
  

Favre	
  is	
  right	
  and/or	
  Packers	
  are	
  wrong	
   0	
   1	
   1	
  
Favre	
  is	
  wrong	
  and/or	
  Packers	
  are	
  right	
   3	
   1	
   3	
  
Favre’s	
  desire	
  to	
  return	
  to	
  GRB	
  difficult	
  for	
  Packers	
   3	
   0	
   0	
  
Favre	
  should	
  stay	
  retired;	
  Packers	
  entice	
  Favre	
  with	
  $$	
  to	
  stay	
  
retired	
  

5	
   0	
   1	
  

Favre	
  is	
  a	
  positive	
  reference	
  point	
   3	
   1	
   3	
  
Favre	
  is	
  a	
  negative	
  reference	
  point	
   0	
   1	
   0	
  
Rodgers	
  can	
  do	
  it;	
  give	
  him	
  a	
  chance	
   8	
   1	
   1	
  
Packers	
  didn’t	
  do	
  enough	
  to	
  keep	
  Favre	
  from	
  retiring/McCarthy	
  &	
  
Thompson	
  pressured	
  Favre	
  to	
  retire	
  

2	
   0	
   0	
  

Favre	
  just	
  okay,	
  not	
  as	
  great	
  as	
  people	
  think	
   0	
   1	
   0	
  
Telephone	
  survey	
  solicits	
  local	
  opinions	
  on	
  Favre	
  situation	
   3	
   0	
   0	
  
Uncertain	
  future	
  for	
  Favre	
   13	
   11	
   4	
  
No	
  opinion	
  on	
  Favre	
  situation	
   3	
   2	
   1	
  
Mixed	
  feelings	
  on	
  Favre	
  situation/mixed	
  reactions	
   13	
   1	
   1	
  
Favre/Packers	
  breakup	
  a	
  milestone	
  for	
  the	
  organization	
   3	
   0	
   1	
  
Drama	
  follows	
  Favre	
   10	
   1	
   0	
  
Favre	
  accuses	
  Packers	
  of	
  not	
  telling	
  the	
  whole	
  truth	
   4	
   0	
   0	
  
Humble,	
  grateful	
  NFL	
  star	
   6	
   2	
   3	
  
Favre	
  is	
  a	
  great	
  competitor,	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  best	
   7	
   1	
   0	
  
Mention	
  of	
  Favre	
  with	
  retirees,	
  no	
  judgment	
   4	
   3	
   0	
  
Packers/Favre—no	
  one	
  blamed	
  for	
  unfortunate	
  situation	
   2	
   1	
   0	
  
Revenue	
  increases	
  for	
  Jets	
   1	
   0	
   0	
  
Favre	
  has	
  serious	
  marketing	
  and	
  revenue	
  pull	
   10	
   1	
   0	
  
Favre	
  media	
  storm	
  won’t	
  overshadow	
  Packer	
  Hall	
  of	
  Fame	
  
induction	
  

2	
   0	
   1	
  

Favre/Packers	
  stalemate	
  ensues	
   4	
   0	
   0	
  
Time	
  will	
  tell	
  if	
  Favre	
  can	
  be	
  successful	
  in	
  NY,	
  big	
  adjustments	
  
ahead	
  for	
  Favre	
  

5	
   3	
   2	
  

Favre’s	
  play	
  promising	
   3	
   0	
   0	
  
Favre	
  fans/Packer	
  fans	
  frustrated	
  by	
  Favre	
  situation;	
  hero	
  fallen,	
  
no	
  resolution	
  in	
  sight	
  

1	
   0	
   0	
  

Fitting	
  end	
  to	
  Dolphins/Jets	
  seasons	
  for	
  Chad	
  Pennington	
   1	
   0	
   1	
  
Favre’s	
  presence	
  in	
  NY	
  takes	
  attention	
  off	
  of	
  NY	
  Giants	
   0	
   2	
   0	
  
Favre’s	
  enthusiasm	
  for	
  the	
  game—he’s	
  like	
  a	
  child	
   1	
   0	
   0	
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Favre	
  unimpressive,	
  old	
  as	
  Jets	
  struggle;	
  penalties	
  don’t	
  help	
   2	
   5	
   0	
  
Fans	
  in	
  NY	
  fair-­‐weather	
   0	
   1	
   0	
  
Favre’s	
  legacy	
  will	
  stay	
  intact	
  even	
  if	
  he	
  plays	
  for	
  another	
  team	
   2	
   0	
   0	
  
Classic	
  Favre	
  performance/meets	
  expectations	
  of	
  Jets	
   0	
   3	
   0	
  
Buccaneers	
  interested	
  in	
  Favre	
   2	
   0	
   0	
  
Favre	
  is	
  indecisive;	
  make	
  up	
  your	
  mind,	
  Brett!	
   1	
   0	
   1	
  
Injuries	
  spur	
  2nd	
  retirement	
   1	
   1	
   1	
  
Shareholders	
  seem	
  to	
  be	
  behind	
  Thompson/McCarthy’s	
  decisions	
  
on	
  Favre	
  

2	
   0	
   0	
  

Favre’s	
  arm	
  is	
  sore	
   1	
   0	
   0	
  
Weather	
  factors	
  into	
  Favre’s	
  success	
   1	
   1	
   0	
  
Jets	
  should	
  dump	
  Favre	
   0	
   1	
   0	
  
Favre/Pack	
  breakup	
  imminent;	
  Resolution	
  seems	
  unlikely	
   4	
   0	
   1	
  
Packers	
  management	
  expects	
  Favre	
  to	
  return	
  for	
  2008-­‐2009	
  
season	
  

1	
   0	
   0	
  

Favre’s	
  tenure	
  with	
  GRB	
  made	
  him	
  legendary—love	
  of	
  the	
  game,	
  
humility,	
  enthusiasm,	
  and	
  generosity—gone	
  but	
  not	
  forgotten;	
  
city	
  to	
  honor	
  Favre	
  

2	
   0	
   0	
  

Individuals/fans	
  pay	
  tribute	
  to	
  Favre,	
  remember	
  him	
  fondly	
  (told	
  
from	
  their	
  point	
  of	
  view)	
  

9	
   0	
   0	
  

Mental	
  fatigue	
  leads	
  to	
  Favre’s	
  1st	
  retirement	
   6	
   0	
   0	
  
Packers	
  go	
  forward	
  with	
  Rodgers,	
  despite	
  questions	
  of	
  
durability/injury	
  proneness	
  	
  

6	
   0	
   0	
  

Favre	
  return	
  not	
  out	
  of	
  question,	
  expected	
  by	
  some	
   1	
   0	
   0	
  
Many	
  children	
  benefit	
  from	
  Favre’s	
  charity	
  work	
   1	
   0	
   0	
  
Favre’s	
  absence	
  put	
  into	
  perspective—he’ll	
  be	
  missed	
  but	
  we’ll	
  
survive;	
  new	
  season	
  ahead	
  

4	
   0	
   0	
  

Mississippi	
  to	
  honor	
  Favre;	
  Favre	
  joins	
  list	
  of	
  famous	
  
Mississippians	
  

1	
   0	
   0	
  

Who	
  got	
  the	
  1st	
  Favre	
  retirement	
  scoop	
  first	
   1	
   0	
   0	
  
Packers	
  must	
  act	
  SOON	
  to	
  diffuse	
  explosive	
  situation	
  with	
  Favre	
   1	
   0	
   0	
  
Favre’s	
  “everyman”	
  quality/relateability	
  with	
  fans	
   1	
   0	
   0	
  
Fans	
  mourn	
  Favre’s	
  first	
  retirement	
   2	
   0	
   0	
  
Even	
  celebrities	
  star	
  struck	
  by	
  Favre	
   1	
   0	
   0	
  
Fate	
  &	
  Favre-­‐	
  how	
  his	
  football	
  career	
  began	
   1	
   0	
   0	
  
Favre	
  certain	
  Hall	
  of	
  Famer	
   1	
   0	
   0	
  
Favre’s	
  off	
  field	
  struggles	
   2	
   0	
   0	
  
Rodgers	
  and	
  players	
  speak	
  about	
  Favre	
  situation	
   4	
   0	
   0	
  
Favre	
  competitive	
  in	
  golf	
   1	
   0	
   0	
  
Favre	
  denies	
  return	
   1	
   0	
   0	
  
Packers	
  owe	
  it	
  to	
  Favre	
  and	
  will	
  do	
  better	
  with	
  him	
  as	
  QB—let	
  
him	
  come	
  back!	
  

5	
   0	
   0	
  

Packers	
  are	
  crazy	
  for	
  not	
  wanting	
  Favre;	
  other	
  suitors	
  lining	
  up.	
   3	
   0	
   0	
  
Favre	
  returns	
  to	
  Green	
  Bay;	
  QB	
  competition	
  likely	
   8	
   0	
   0	
  
Favre/McCarthy	
  conversation	
  drags	
  on,	
  no	
  new	
  news	
  yet	
  on	
  
Favre/Packers	
  

1	
   0	
   0	
  

Business	
  as	
  usual	
  in	
  GRB	
  despite	
  Favre	
  drama	
   1	
   0	
   0	
  
Favre	
  is	
  a	
  Jet;	
  Favre	
  excited	
  to	
  get	
  started	
   6	
   0	
   0	
  
Favre	
  pushes	
  Pennington	
  from	
  Jets	
   1	
   0	
   0	
  
Both	
  Packers	
  and	
  Jets	
  have	
  unfulfilling	
  seasons,	
  after	
  all	
  the	
  
drama	
  that	
  surrounded	
  them	
  

2	
   0	
   0	
  

McCarthy	
  and	
  Thompson	
  stand	
  by	
  their	
  decision	
  to	
  trade	
  Favre,	
  
after	
  the	
  2008	
  season	
  ends;	
  feel	
  they	
  made	
  the	
  right	
  decision	
  

2	
   0	
   0	
  

Packers	
  owe	
  Jets	
  draft	
  pick	
  for	
  Favre’s	
  one	
  season	
  played	
   1	
   0	
   0	
  
Totals	
   214*	
   46*	
   26	
  
*Total	
  number	
  of	
  themes	
  used	
  outnumbers	
  the	
  total	
  number	
  of	
  stories	
  for	
  these	
  publications	
  because	
  some	
  sample	
  articles	
  used	
  more	
  than	
  one	
  
theme.	
  

 

 


