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Tied for 2nd warmest in 123-year record  (only 1933-34 warmer; 

+3.9°F above 41.3°F average
MONTH RANK

Oct 2017 near average

Nov 2017 1st warmest

Dec 2017 8th warmest

Jan 2018 8th warmest

Feb 2018 near average

Mar 2018 25th warmest

Apr 2018 near average

May 2018 2nd warmest

Jun 2018 3rd warmest

Jul 2018 10th warmest

Colorado, Average Tempera1ure, Ociober-July 
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Color.ado - Mean Tem1peratuir,e 
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1Col,or.ado - !Mean Te11111peralure 
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mtd temperature dept from ave

Departur,e from1 Nlormall Temperature (F) 
8/1/2018 - 8/20/2018 
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National Weather Service- Denver/Boulder, Colorado 
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5th driest in 123-year record (behind 2001-02, 1933-34, 1962-63, 1901-02)

-4.00” below 14.64” average

MONTH RANK

Oct 2017 37th driest

Nov 2017 18th driest

Dec 2017 7th driest

Jan 2018 37th driest

Feb 2018 near average

Mar 2018 26th driest

Apr 2018 34th driest

May 2018 38th driest

Jun 2018 26th driest

Jul 2018 near average

Colorado, Precipiitatiion, October-Jrully 
- P eclp - rno1 -2000 Milan: 14.M" 
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Col,omdo .. P,ecilpltaton 
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Colorado Water Year 2018 Precipitation 
as a Percentage of Normal 

Oct 2017 - July 2018 
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Colorado July 2018 Precipitation 
as a Percentage of Normal 
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mtd precip dept from ave

Colorado Month to Date Precipitation 
1 - 20 August 2018 
Ending 5AM MST 
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mtd precip dept from ave

(courtesy of Sam Childs, CSU)

Large hail reports this spring/summer
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A welcome 

sight in 

western 

Colorado 

yesterday!
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Accumulated Precipitation - GRAND LAKE 1 NW, CO 
Click and drag to zoom to a shorter t ime interval green/black diamonds represent subsequent/m,ss,ng values 
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Daily Temperature Data - GRAND LAKE 1 NW, CO 
Period of Record - 1939-10-01 to 20 18-08-20. Normals period 1981-2010. Cl ick and drag to zoom chart. 
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Accumulated Precipitat ion - GRAND JUNCTION WALKER FIELD, CO 
Click and drag to 200m to a shorter time interval green/black diamonds represent subsequent/ missing val ues 
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Daily Temperature Data - GRAND JUNCTION WALK ER FIELD, CO 
Period of Record - 1900-01-0 1 to 2018-08-20. Normals period 1981- 2010. Click and drag to zoom chart. 
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Accumulated Precipitation - MONTROSE NO 2, CO 
CIiek and drag to zoom to a shorter time interval green/black diamonds represent subsequent/missing va lues 
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Daily Temperature Data - MONTROSE NO 2, CO 
Period of Record - 1895-10-01 to 20 18-07-31. Normals period 1981-2010. Click and drag to zoom chart. 
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Accumul ated Precipitation - MESA VERDE NP, CO 
CIiek and drag to zoom to a shorter ti me interval green/black diamonds represent subsequent/ missing values 
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Daily Tempe rature Data - MESA VERDE NP, CO 
Period of Record - 1922- 02- 16 to 2018-08-21. Normals period 1981- 20 10. Click and drag to zoom chart. 
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COLORADO 
Accumulated Precipi tation - ALAMOSA SAN LUIS VALLEY REGIONAL AP, CO 

CIiek and drag to zoom to a shorter time interval, green/b lack diamonds represent subsequent/missing values 
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Accumulated Precipitation - PUEBLO MEMORIAL AP, CO COLORADO 
Click and drag to zoom to a shorter time mterval green/ black diamonds represent subsequent/ missing va lues 
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Daily Temperature Data - PUEBLO MEMORIAL AP, CO 
Period of Record - 1954-06-16 to 20 18-08-20. Normals period 1981-2010. Click and drag to zoom chart. 
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CIiek and drag to zoom to a shorter time interval green/black diamonds represent subsequent/missing values 
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Daily Tempe rature Data - WALSH 1 W, CO 
Period of Record - 1967-09-01 to 2018-08-21. Normals period 1981-2010. Click and drag to zoom chart. 
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Accumulated Precipitation - BURLINGTON, CO 
Click and drag to zoom to a shorter time interval, green/black diamonds represent subsequent/missing values 
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Daily Temperature Data - BURLINGTON, CO 
Period of Record - 1903-12-01 to 2018-08-2 1. Normals period 1981-2010. Click and drag to zoom chart . 
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Accumulated Precipitation - AKRON 4 E, CO 
Click and drag to zoom to a shorter time interval green/black diamonds represent subsequent/missing values 
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Evaporative demand from CoAgMET

Above average = atmosphere has been “thirsty”

(warm, windy, sunny conditions)
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Evaporative demand from CoAgMET
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Evaporative demand from CoAgMET

Rocky Ford Growing Season Evaporative Demand 
August 11 , 2018 
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Evaporative demand from CoAgMET

Haxtun Growing Season Evaporative Demand 
August 11 , 2018 
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Colorado Drought
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30-day Standardized Precipitation Index 
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90-day Standardized Precipitation Index 
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6-month Standardized Precipitation Index 
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,co1I1orado .. Palllmer Z'.--lndex 
Julry 2018 

1: C 108, W' 1071'1N 1106.QW 100 w 1104 Hi'3 w 1·02"W 

WestWide D110 ghl i rraoker. U ldahoffl'iRCC Data Source: PRIISM (Prelirn). created 1 6 AUG 2018 
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i,.s. Drought Monitor 

Author: 
Richard Heim 
NC El/NOAA 

0 

August 14, 2018 
(Released Thursday, Aug. 16, 2018) 

Drought Impact Types: 
,-J Delineates dominant impacts 

S = Short-Term, typically less than 
6 months (e.g. agricu lture , grasslands) 

L = Long-Term, typically greater than 
6 months (e.g. hydrology, ecology) 

Intensity: 
D DO Abnormally Dry 
D D1 Moderate Drought 
• D2 Severe Drought 
■ 0 3 Extreme Drought 
■ D4 Exceptional Drought 

The Drought Monitor focuses on broad­
scale conditions. Local conditions may 
vary. See accompanying text summary for 
forecast statements. 

USD,A tTI @~· #• ~ ~ {1' I ~ •. - . (~ ~ ! 
•G~ •T• ~l.J.)_ . \- f 

4
~~""1TTo, , ) ~~~~ 

http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/ 
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U.S. Drought Monitor 

Colorado 
August 14, 2018 

(Released Thursday, Aug. 16, 2018) 

Val id 8 a.m. EDT 

Drought Conditions (Percent Area) 

None D0-O 4' 01 -0 4' D2-04 

Current 18.63 81.37 75.86 65.91 4!5.46 8.50 

Last Week 
OS.07-2018 

18.20 81.80 75.86 64.65 35.10 8.50 

3 Months Ago 20 .4'9 79.51 65.53 51.14' 30 .89 7.79 
05-15-2018 

Start of 
Calendar Year 6.57 934'3 33.53 7 27 0.00 0.00 

01·02-2018 

Start of 
'1\bter Year 67.63 32.37 372 0.00 0.00 0.00 

09-26-2 017 

One Year Ago 85.18 14'.82 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
OS.15-2017 

Intensity· 

DO Abnormally Dry - D3 Ext reme Droug; ht 

D1 Moderate Drought - D4 Except ion al Drought 

- D2 Severe Droug; ht 

The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale cond,t ions. 
Local conditions may vary See accompanying text summa!}' 
for forecast statements. 

Author: 
Richard Heim 
NC EI/NOAA 

USDA 
~ -.,._.,-... 

! ~ 
• .. 

' 

http :/Id rou ghtmo nitor.u nl. edu/ 
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August 14, 2018 
compared to 
June 19, 2018 

U.S. Drought Monitor Class Change - Colorado 
2 Months 

- 5 Class Deg radation 

- 4 Class Deg radation 

- 3 Class Deg radation 

D 2 Class Deg radation 

LJ 1 Class Deg radation 

D No Change 

LJ 1 Class Improvement 

LJ 2 Class Improvement 

- 3 Class Improvement 

- 4 Class Improvement 

http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu - 5 Class Improvement 
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August 14, 2018 
compared to 
July 17, 2018 

U.S. Drought Monitor Class Change - Colorado 
1 Month 

- 5 Class Deg radation 

- 4 Class Degradation 

- 3 Class Degradation 

D 2 Class Degradation 

D 1 Class Degradation 

D No Change 

D 1 Class Improvement 

D 2 Class Improvement 

- 3 Class Improvement 

- 4 Class Improvement 

http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu - 5 Class Improvement 
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El Niño-Southern Oscillation (ENSO)

~70% chance of El Niño by late fall
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Mode: Predictions of ENSO from Aug 2018 
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TEMPERATURE PROBRBILilY 
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How does El Niño tilt the 

odds for winter extremes 

in Colorado?

lDJF Pree i.pi t .a lion During El Nino, 
In.,c.reas1ed Risk of Wet or Dry :Ext r ,e·mes 

Dry Extreme Wet E;xtreme 
-------,---......-----.---

+50% 

P.er;cent (,C) Incre.ase in Riak 

~ 
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How does El Niño tilt the 

odds for winter extremes 

in Colorado?

lDJF Pree i.pi t .a lion During El Nino, 
De,creased Ris'k of Wet or Dry Ext.r •e·mes 

I 

We,t Extreme Dry E;xtreme 
-------,---......-----.---

Percent (X:) Dec.reaae in Riak 
·-.1.& JliioaDtd 'Dcin. --"'-' 



Thank you

russ.schumacher@colostate.edu

To view this and other presentations:

http://climate.colostate.edu/ccc_archive.html

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter @ColoradoClimate

http://climate.colostate.edu/ccc_archive.html



