
COLORADO STATE UNIVERSITY 
DEPARTMENT OF CHEMISTRY 

PEER-GROUP SURVEY 
May 2000 

Responding Department: «Company» 

Workload. 

Is your institution on a semester, quarter or other system? ____ _ 

What is the normal teaching load for totally non-research-active faculty (e.g., 2 courses of 3 credit 
hours/semester)? ________________ _ 

What is the normal teaching load for research-active faculty? ______ _ 

Are there distinctions other than "research-active" and "non-research-active" made in assigning 
faculty teaching loads? If yes, briefly explain. _ ______________ ____ _ 

Undergraduate Program. 

How many credit hours total are included in your General Chemistry program for majors? 
Lecture ___ Laboratory __ Recitation (if required) __ _ 

If you provide required recitation sections, are they required for all semesters (quarters) of the major's 
General Chemistry course? ___ If not, which semesters have recitations? _____ _ 

If you offer required recitation sections for any courses other than General Chemistry please indicate 
which courses. -------------------------------

Do you have a faculty member assigned to coordinate the General Chemistry program? __ _ 

If yes, is this a research-active faculty? ____ _ 

Is this the predominant or only teaching assignment for this individual? ___ _ 

Is coordinating General Chemistry considered a permanent or long-term assignment ? ___ _ 
(Please add any additional information about this position, if it exists, that you feel might be helpful). 
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Undergraduate Program (cont.). 

Do you have a faculty coordinator for Organic Chemistry? ___ _ 

Is this position similar to the position in General Chemistry? ___ _ 

What is the approximate average size of a General Chemistry lecture section ____ ? Organic 
Chemistry lecture section ____ ? Physical Chemistry lecture section? An upper 
level majors course such as Instrumental Analysis or Inorganic Chemistry ___ ? 

Divisional Structure 

Does your department have a classical divisional structure, and if yes, what divisions are 
represented? __________________________ _ 

What functions do the divisions perform? (e.g., make teaching assignments, write cume exams) 

If you do not have a classical divisional structure, how long has this been the case? ____ _ 

If you do not have a classical divisional structure, what type of structure do you 
have? ___________ ___________________ _ 

If you do have a classical divisional structure now, is there frequent and serious discussion about 
changing the system? __ _ 

If so, what options have been discussed? 

Thank you for your time and assistance in completing this survey. 

I would like to receive a tabulation of the results of the survey. __ _ 

I do not object if my department is identified by name in the tabulated results of this survey to be 
sent to participating departments (if your answer is "no" your department's identity will be kept 
anonymous) .. __ _ 
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DepanmentolChamislJY 
Pear Group.SUM)' 
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Responding Dept. 

Unive<SityofCciorado at 
Boulder 

TensA&M UniYerSl!y 

Pennsyl'/ania S1ale UniYeBitl 

UniYelsityof Oregon 

Unive<Si1y of WISCCnSin, 
Mac!ilon 

PwdueUniversity 

univen;ityofMinnesola 

Unive<Si1yoflJ1ah 

CorneBl.lnM!rsity 

UnNen;ity of Nor1h Carolna 
at Chapel HII 

WORKI.OAO 

Type 

Sernest!!r 

Semester 

Semester 

Quarter 

-
Semester 

Se:v:.:.,~ 

Semester 

Semester 

Semester 

No,,. -Active 
Fae,,//)' 

2-3-5 
cre<frtslsem.. 

2 courses, 3 Ct. 
HrsJsem. 

3 courses, 3Cr. 
HrJsem, 

5-6 courses of 
3Ct. Hrs .. 3 
qual1e!S 

1 course/sern~ 
asked Ill 
voiunleer for 1 
add1 course/yr. 

none 

none 

2courses, 3-4 
Cr. Hrs. per 
sem. 
Jcourses, 3-4 
Cr.Hrs. 

1 COtr5e 3 Cl. 
Ht, one 
samesterllftd 2 
coun,es 3Ct. 
Hr. during1 
sem.And 1 
murse anrl ~ 
labdlling 
summer 
session. 

Active 
Reswc/1 
Faculty 

1 course.3 
credits/sem .. 
Biac:11em:1 
cowse. 3-5 
c:redi1s/Aca. Yr. 

One 3Cr. Hr. 
c:ourse/sem. 

One Jci. Hr, 
courselsem. 
2 a,urses & 
journal dulf.3 
quartets 

One 
coU!Se/sem. 

One 3CrHr. 
courselsern. 

1 course, 4 Ct. 
Hrs.lsemester 

1 course3-4Cr. 
Hrs. persem. 
2 courses 3-4 
Cr. Hrs. 

2 coorteS I yr. 

Oistlnc:t!OM: 

Biocht!rristty lfMSioo faculty 
assigned a cifferent normal load 

Some course axinf'1alion (large 
multi-<edion courses). Some 
- irisl!a1ive ,..;gnmems 
(Grad.11.lngergrad. Advisor) 991 som, 
1eacmngre6ef. 

-. 

No<Mesean:h aotiYe have double 
teacmngloads 

None 

None 

Chair, \lk:e-Chair. Oired0r of 
Graduate Sllldies and OireCIOr of 
Undergraduate Stu~es all have 
reouud1eaching loads becauseol 
adninistralivelllading 

Gradation-based on overal ieYel of 
research ac:Zivily 

Nooe 

None 

UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAM 
,Ola! Gen. Chem. Cr. Ii!'$. 

L.auno t..aborato<y Recitation 

Combined 10- Combined 10- Combined 10-
12hrs. 121n. 121vs. 

Combined4 Combined4 Combined 4 
hrs. In. hrs. 

5 2 1 

4 2 0 

3 3 1 

6 6 2 

6 2 nla 

indlxledin 
8 2 ~= 

Ccmbined4 Combined4 
2 In. hrs. 

6 2 none 

Requirad 
Required Which R..,.,.i;oos Other Asolgnod Faartty Is F,cutty Member 

Recilallons? Semestm? Courses llerntier? Resumi Adive? 

nla ""' Organic Yes No 

-indudedinfirsl 
sem. Gen. 

nla Chem. Course ""' Yes No 

No Firnt Chem. 38 Honors Yes Yes 

Blod>emlst,y, 
Physical Chernis11y No No 

Physical, Analytical, 
Yes Quant Yes Yes 

Yes Nono Yes Yes 

Analytical, Organic 
laboralllry, lnOIVlnic 

nla rJa uboratcry No nla 

Allllldergrad. falbunder~ 
l.ed!eames a,mmi11ee on 

e,ccept011radYanced Undergrad. 
Yes labs No Education 

Yes Yes No 

Chem 136L 1601.. Oiledorof 
170L,1811.,141L. Unde<graduate 

No nla t..abCoorsesO!iy S!Udies Yes 

Predomirwrt 
Tuclling PennanentorLong 

Anignmont? lenn Amgnment? Additional Info 

Having , non.tsean:h active faallty member 
whose career is: devoted ltl teaching in charged 
our Gen. Chern. Program has been, good move 

Yes Yes roru< 

Yes Yes 

No No 

One person usually 0""""'5 General Chemistry 
No No but lead1es , normal load. etc. 

No Yes 

No Yes 

We have a Ph.D. chemist c:oormating gerunl 
chemislry laboratt>ries, a "pn,fessional and 

nla Yes atademlc" class employee 

No No Rotatesevsy3yem 

No No 

Faculty Coord. 
For Organic 

Chem.? 

No(staf!) 

Yes 

No 

No 

Yes 

No 

No 

No 

Yes 

No 

Q) 

oO 
<II 
p., 

~ 

~ 
-ri .., 
t:: 
Q) 

"" ~ 



-~Cllomistry ,,,.;;:Sorley 

Rel!IOn<ftng Dept. 

Unlve!silyotCOloradoat 
Boulder 

TexasA&MUnive<sily 

Pennsylvania Slate iJni'lfflit\ 

UnivetsilyalOragon 

UniversityalWISCO!Uio, 
Madison 

Pwdue University 

UniYl!rsityalMinnesota 

_ Jn.,..;tyalUlah 

OOmeR Universily 

l· 
1~: 
I 

t-' 
ltw,o,stty of Nortl\ Cat,ina 
a,O,ape!HiR 

Similar ta 
positioninGtlft. 

Chem.? 

No 

Yes 

No 

Head of orgairl: 
research div. 

Makes teadling 
assignments 

Yes-Ph.D. -c:ocnllnating 
orgar.c 

laboratories 

Yes 

SlzoofGtiL 
Ch1111. 
l.edllre 

~0 

250 

:m 

250 

300 

400 

300 

250 

J.500 

321 

Slza<lf 
Organic 
LeC!Uro 

100-200 

100 

200 

250 

220 

300 

180 

200 

2@300 

168 

Slzaol 
Pt,ys!c:al 
l.eclUro 

50-100 

50 

200 

60 

75 

80 

150 

65 

100 

70 

Sw!olu1111er 
lwer COUISI 

10-40 

25 

55 

30 

30 

4(1 

60 

65 

50 

90 

OMSIOHAL STRUCTURE 

Sinlclum 
Repaenled 

AllatyticaJ, 
Siochemishy, 
Organic.Physical, 
Inorganic 

Analytical, Ph),,ical. 
Organic, lncrganlc 

Physical, Inorganic, 
01'ganic. Siachem. 

Organio, lno,garric, 
Analytical. Physical, 
Matefials,Gen. 
Chem. 

Analylical. 
Biochemistry, 
IIIOf9arric.Organic, 
Physlcat&Chem. 
Educ. 

Specially areas in 
Analytical. 
Baogical, 
lrcrganic. 
Materials.Organic 
&Physical Also 
have a graduate 
program ~ 
chemical physics. 

Analytical, 
Biological, 
lnorganio, Organic, 
Physical 

Organic, lnc,ganic. 

Functionw Prriormtd: 

Recommend teadling assignments, 
rem,~ Glad. Sludents. organiZe 
seminar programs. rem, a basis for 
never-endilg llltf wars. reauil -
faaJlly 

T eaohing assignments, wrile Qllll8S, 

sat graduate core CXIUl'S& 
requirlmenl$forS1111entsintlleir 
field. ilitiale faaJlty hiring, run 
seminar program {Grad. Sludf/111 
seminars as well as invited 
l!>Olker.!I. 

Write cwnes. goo proposal exams, 
etc. Now all direded at graduale 
program. 

Tead'J, cumes. proposals. seminars, 
Male!ral is similar but all memt,ers 
teacn m otner?? 

teachingassignrn-.wrttecumes, 
seminar programs, commitlees for 
facutty pn,mations. etc. 

Rec01rmem!: leaching assigrlmen1s, 
uncle,graduate and graduale 
program requirements: and 
cumculum, and Slaffing needS. 
Administer area graduate program 
and social klndions. 

Seminar ll'C!ll3ms: rocommend 
teaching am od!er assignments 10 
cha,r; wri1e/grade aimes: select te,n, 
for larger serw:e CaJISeS: p"7<ide 
acl\U ID undergrad. And grad. 
EdtJcation committaes 

n/a 

Analytical, PhySicaL Making teaching assignments, 
Biochemislry ,rmnge,ams 

Noo-Clullic 
StruCIUn! 

Length 

n/a 

n/a 

1989 

198B 

1866 

Cw?ant structure~ .... 
classic 

n/a 

llept. Head16a<!sfaaitty 
membe<> who are infonnally 

o,ganiZl!d """"111 interest 
groups (analytica( organic, 
physical,biological,elt). 

leYOl\ing awaymn ifl'lisionsl 

Slrong chair model with 
adninistrative a<Mscty 
committee arnisting al 

depanment dlai', vice dlair, 
diredo,s cf graduate and 

undergraduate srudies, and Ille 
cnaits al the space committee 
and tl\e planning, st!ffingand 

resources committet! 

Char, Exeaitive Director, 
OirectorofGred.SIUdies 

Dlscunian rE 
changing 
dlsaical 
stnu:tii,.? 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

No 

No 

Yes 

~•Dlscusstd: 

Combining Divisim, PJ1bnii facuit'/ in more 1han 
one division. So fw, a majo(ily at cw-t.mty 
remain in favor oi a traditional d"rvisicnal 
S1JUC111ro, muc!I ID Ille constenalilll ot Ille c:llair. 

Wehavea-<ivisional!lnJdln. Fao,lly 
may be meml>eis of several ifMSions. The 
Biological Chemislry and Chem. Educatioo 
groups have ~nar Slatlls: group 
meetings. seminars, a,mes {BiOI. Chem.) 

Keeo <iivi,;ions as ITTleledllal areas but ce-
teaching and gra<luate S1!Jdeat -ents 

llivisionbc,mdaneshavesoli.nedfflftime, 
Many faaitty are membeo, of two or mora 
divisions but li!ad1 en~ one. 

OurdMsionalstnJcnm,hase,avedovertl\elast 
25 yeas or so fTom being rather rigid ID very 
l\eldble 

IIISC. 

Would Hkato 
rocelvaresults 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Objecttonto 
identiflCation? 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

Yes 

No 

No 

No 
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WORKLOAD --Actm 
R1111onding Dept. TYJ>f Faculty 

4-, comseslyf •• 
c,edilsvary 
from~.avg. 

Unive!Slty ofWasllingtcn Quaner 2.3 couraes/y!. 

2anJrses, 
sometimes 

Univeisityollllinoisat higher 
Champaign-Urbana Semester enroiment 

lo,va Stale of Science and 2 CDUISOS, 3 Cr. 
Technology s.m.S1er Hrs.I semester 

2 a,urses. 3 Cr. 
Uniye!silyof~ Semester HrsJsemester 

2 courses, 3 Cr. 
University of Michigan s- HrJsemester 

-Resatc/1 
Faculty 

Avg. of 2,3 
courses/yr. 

2 courses 

1 c:ourse,3Cr. 
HrsJsemester 

1 c:ourse, 3Cr. 
Hrs.lsemes!er 

1aiuna,3Cr. 
Hr Jsemesttr 

Olstfnclions: 

Yes. the range of ccnOitxrtion 10 non-
classroom graduale e<lucaticn is 
recognized by varying teaching 
loads. 

Not OX!)iial. but those hignlly 
involvediise!Vic:eoft<ngelfigtlter 
loads in terms cf lab courses or 
seminar courses 

Some !acuity have adminislrative 
buy-outs 

One semetet release for Grad. 
Coordinator, Unde,grad, 
Coon!inator, some special 1B1e<I 
profs. 

UNDERGRADUATE PR0GRAll 
Total G..._ Chem. Cr. Hrs. 

Reqvind 
Roquind Which Recitations Other Assigned Faculty Is Faculty Meml>or 

Lecture Laooratory Recitation Recltaijons? SomHters? Courses Member? Resuteb Active? 

2 of 3 courses in No, Jledurors,an I 
organic. Quantitative associate chair and a 

10 3 3 Yes chem. faaJJty committee. ,.,,. 

No, he has a special 
1 sl semester for lacuityappt. unlike 

6 5 Third organiemajor!: any at tne Univ. No 

5 1 2 Yes None Yes Yes 

6 2 0 No n/a Yes No 

Chem 210, 230, 302, 
1(125)3(130) ◄ 1(130) Yes 451,452,461,463 Yes Yes 

Predaminant 
Teaching Perl!IIRflll or Long 

Assignment? Term Assignment? 

I I I 

nla n/a 

Yes Yes 

Yes Yes 

No Yes 

Yes No 

Additional Info. 

General Chem. Coonfinator is 12-month tenure-
ttaci< faculty position teaching 1WO 3-credi! hour 
lecture sections per semester plus one in 
summer in adlfl1ion 10 c:oordina~. One 
Academit Professional (permanenL non-tenuro 
1racl<I posi1ia, """'°' tor coorcf11a10r in 
labon!IOly pmg,am (and 1eadles one 
ax,se/s,mester). 

FacullyCoont 
For Organic 

Chem.? 

No 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

Yes 
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Responding Dept. 

University of Washin¢,n 

UnMrsityoflDinois at 
Cha~gn-Urbana 

Iowa Sta1e of Science and 
Technology 

U,,Nfflity of Georgia 

Universlly of Midligan 

·' 

Slmiw-ta 
position in Gen. 

o,, - .1 

n/a 

No 

Yes 

No 

Slzaof Gen. 
Chem. 
i..cturw 

250 

302 

200 

350 

200-450 

Simo! 
Organic 
Ledllre 

200 

120 

1()0 

250 

160-350 

Sizecf 
Physical 
Leclllrw 

75 

25 

50 

50 

311-75 

Slzaolupper 
lrter course 

40 

80 

20 

40 

14 

CMSIC»IAL STRUCl\JRE 

S!ruaum 
Repreomruid 

AnalyticaL 
Inorganic. O!ganic, 
Physical 

Admiristared by 
aroas: A.1,0,P, 
Chem. Biol. 
Materia~ 

Otianic. Inorganic, 
Analytical, Physical 

We have barely 
rea,gniZ3llle 
interest areas 
(A.J.O,P) 

Analytical 
81ochemis11y, 
lnD<ganic, 
Marerials. Orgaric, 
Physical 

Fun<tions PetfcmM<I: 

T eactiing assignmtn!s. 2nd year 
exams, and a seminar program 

Teaching assign.. mnes, seminars, 
record keeping. recruiting ••• 

Make leaching assignmenlS. write 
"'""'""'""• rew1 new faaJlly, 
recNlt graduate Sl!Jdenis. run 
seminar programs 

They perform no admiflis1ralive 
fundions,butrun!heirowngraduat 
student seminar programs. 

....,.. developr,ert, a,me exans, 
reseaJCh proposals, S111den1 
seminal>, depanmental semmars, 
reauitmerrt materials 

Non.Qassic 
Stnlcturt 
LengU\ 

n/a 

nla 

1997 

Current structure if non-­
clanic 

n/a 

rJa 

I 

NointemalS1lllCIU!t.twrylhing 
is department wide (wilh 

exception nD!!d at,o,,e and 
multiple a,rriaJlar tracks la 

Grad. Students~ 

Discussion nc 
changing 
classical 

st,uctvn,7 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 

Options Oisc::sad: 

Clc"!!e:s of l.aJ11y basec o., i:uerest. ~ flSt 
of c'.uste!S, laa,lly a,ui,j have multiple · 
membetships. Weaco.,Dyna,e1h~-in 
addition 10 111, orvisional S1nJCllJre. 

-

Not abandcning1hedivisiMalslrudln>,llut 
weakening it's pcwer. 

IIISC. 

Would like to 
raceivel'IISUtts 

Y!>S 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Objection ta 
identification? 

Yes 

No 

No 

Yes 
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Peer Survey List 

University Name Relative Ranking/ 
Chemistry Program 

Michigan State University 39.0 
Iowa State University 26.0 
Ohio State University 22.0 
Purdue University 24.0 
University of Washington 28.5 
University of Utah 31.5 
University of California, Davis 47.5 
University of Oregon 41.0 
University of Colorado, Boulder 42.0 
University of Southern California 40.0 
University of Georgia 49.0 
Pennsylvania State University 19.0 
Texas A & M University 15.0 
University of Wisconsin, Madison 10.0 
University of Illinois, Champaign-Urbana 8.0 
Cornell University 6.0 
University of Minnesota 21.0 
University of Arizona Not ranked 
University of Texas, Austin 13.0 
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill 17.0 
University of Michigan 35.0 
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