
New CSU exhibit 
follows evolution 
of women's suits 
By DIANA MURPHY COLES 
Toe Coloradoan 

Technological advances in te, -
tiles and apparel production have 
changed the way women cl.res . 

The 20th century has seen the 
advent of new fibers and fabrics -
think polyester and rayon - and 
the rise of mass manufacturing 

techniques 
that have 
made "ready to 
wear:,the 
mainstay of 
many designer 
collections. 

These 
changes and 
more ai~e 
explored in a 
new show at 
Colorado State 
University's 

BRANDT Gustafson 
Gallery. 

''Women's Suits: Trans-
fo1mations in Form and Fabric, 
1890-1990" illustrates hov: tech-
nologicaJ ad n es in l xt.iles nd 
appare pro uction have influ-
enced the evolution of women's 
suits during the past 100 . ear-. 
The exhibit is based on re earch 
gathered during a group study by 
students, faculty and friends of 
the gallery. 

"'Although suit have been a 
part of women's wardrobes for the 
last 300 yeai· , they have become 
a standard fashion statement for 
women of the 20th century_,·, 
Gustafi on Gallery curator Linda 
Carlson says. 

The suit's evolution has been 
influenced by dressmaking veru:-. 
tailoring technique , th increa -
ing popularity of ready-to-wear 
fashions. simplification and stan-
dardization, prevailing silhouette 
trends_, fabric availability and new 
fiber technology. 

"We found that. making connec-
tions to technology helps explain 
changes in fon11, fab1ic and defini-
tion," ays co-curator Br nda 
Brandt, an a._. ociat professor in 
the de ign. merchandising and 
con u.mer ciences deprui ment. 
"Each suit in the exhibit rill b 
identified as repre entati •e of a 
particular decade. Technological 
changes that occwTed dming 
each period will be noted and 
related to changes in the uits:" 

The retrospective features 35 
garments from the department of 
design, merchandising and con-
sumer sciences' collection of his-
toric costumes and textiles. 
Among the collection' highlights: 

See SUITS, Page C2 

SUCCESS DRESS: Above, mannequins 
await positioning in the Gustafson Gallery 
exhibit Women's Suits.' At left, a Calvin 
Klein suit is seen through the crook of a 
mannequin's arm. Below. two of the four 
Klein suits included in the exhibit. 

Photos by Jill P. Mott 
The Coloradoan 

I you go 
Women's Surts: Transfonnations in Fom, and 

Fabric, 1890-1990" opened Friday at the 
Gustafson Gallery at Colorado State University. 
It will run through May 1. 

The exhibit illustrates how technological 
advances in textile and apparel production have 
influenced the evolution of women's suits 
throughout the past 100 years. Highlights 
include several modem suns donated to the 
gallery by Calvin Klein Inc. 

Admission is free. Regular hours are 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Monday through Friday. but special view-
ings can be arranged. For more information, call 
curator Linda Carlson at 491-1983 or co-curator 
Brenda Brandt at 491-6759. 

The Gustafson Gallery is located in Room 145 
of the Gifford Building. 

FINE FAB ICS: Above, a mannequin wears a bright orange suit dating 
from the1 970s. At left, gallery curator Linda Carlson unpacks an Arnold 
Scaasi suit worth about $18,000. 



Suits ______ _ 
Continued from Page C1 

20 mod m uits donated by de-
igner alvin Kl in and two uits 

donated by de ign r Arnold 
i. 

The four Calvin Kl in pi 
£ atured in the xhibition ar r p-
re entati of 1990 fashion and 
include a highly tailored suit in 
luxurious ilk and tweed. Th 
suit's color - cognac - and finely 
detailed feature r present the 
rich tones and elegant shapes 
that have become popular with 
improved production machinery 
and better availability ofhigh-
quality fabrics. 

Also on display by Calvin Klein: 
a sleek deep green pant suit made 
from hammered rib wool, a nov-
elty fabric that represents the di-
versity of materials being used in 
the 1990s. 

Colorado State is among a se-
lect group of universities and in-
stitutions worldwide to receive do-
nations from Calvin Klein Inc. 

Other recipi nts includ th M t-
ropolitan Mus um in New York 
th Kyoto Mus um in Japan, th 
Victoria and Albert Mus um in 
London and the Los Ang 1 
CountyM um. 

"W ar d lighted with th on-
going gifts from alvin Kl in " 
Carlson y . "Th piece ar 
beautiful ample of modem 
fashion. The donated suits are an 
integral part of this exhibition, 
and we'r also looking forward to 
adding Calvin Klein piece from 
the 1970s and 1980s to our collec-
tion." 

The university was chosen be-
cause of its sizable costume collec-
tion and the climate control it em-
ploys to store and study gar-
ments, Brandt says. 

The Gustafson Gallery's collec-
tion, which includes ap-
proximately 10,000 artifacts, is 
used by faculty, students and in-
dependent scholars studying de-
sign, construction and material 
culture of middle America. 
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