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Ellie Prehn

2026 Spring

Capstone — Graphic Design
Department of Art and Art History

Artist Statement:

The biggest thing I'm still learning as a designer is being open to constant change; as you can imagine, it’s difficult to redo an
entire logo after you're so excited about the concept you've created. This has been the main focus of my design: taking feedback
swiftly and tweaking to what is more practical, efficient, and smart—even if that means scrapping my original ideas. My biggest goal
is for my client to be excited about our design, and for it to go beyond their expectations; after all, it's scary to trust someone with the

face of your brand, business, company, etc.

From my time at CSU, it's been most helpful to widen my background not only through graphic design but also through web
design and development. Because | have created multiple websites from scratch, | am able to apply my knowledge of web
accessibility and usability to print materials, logo-building, and even branding projects. | also very much enjoy the challenge of taking
a prompt or client’s idea and building their own little world around it, especially when that means incorporating mixed media—like
print, web design, packaging, and even animation. | am always aiming to create something that is exciting to unfold, something that

makes the viewer want more.



Title Original Format

Figure 1: ACT Human Rights Film Festival Posters lllustrator, 11 in x 17 in
Figure 2: Suculento Experiencia lllustrator, 24 in x 18 in
Figure 3: All Children Are Our Children Poster and Zine [llustrator, 16.5in x 23.4 in

Figure 4: Soak’d Up Brand and Packaging lllustrator, 24 in x 18 in



COMMUNICATION STUDIES
. COLORADD STATE UNIVERSITY

HUMAN RIGHTS
FILM FESTIVAL

Figure 1: ACT Human Rights Film Festival Posters
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Figure 2: Suculento Experiencia



Low-income families often have to buy
cheap, processed foods thatare
caloriedense and nutrient-poor, and it
can cause a multinude of problems when
kids are eating these products all the
time. Not to mention, being in poverty
already negatively affects kids’ mental
health, as well as theircognitive and
developmental health. When their
parents are stressed about money and
being able to provide for their family, kids
can't help but eat what they're being fed
by their parents, whather that be extra
sodium and processed sugar, or toxic
stress and shame about their financial
sinsations, leading o isolation.
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Poverty Effects

On children in U.S. and around the world
Serving size in U.S. >9 million kids

Total in
millions

Food Insecurity 14.1mil  18% 18imil  25%
Malnutrition ? 45mil
Stavation ? 3.1mil

Housing Insecurity 2.5mil 16% 1bil ke
Home kessness 1.2mil 28milin 2016
Overcrowded Cond.  10.2mil ~417mil

Low Academics ? 1in7 181mil  57%

Lack of Sanitation >1mil  0.19% 1.1bil  22%

Abuso 550k 1bil  ~50%
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Exposed to more:  Greater risk of:

Violence: Aggression

Sub Abu Addiction

Sexual Violence Imprisonment
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DEVELOPMENTAL, AND MENTAL HEALTH.

POVERTY NOT ONLY FORCES FAMILIES TO BUY CHEAP, NUTRIENT-POOR FOOD,

BUT IT ALSO HINDERS KIDS’ COGNITIVE,

Figure 3: All Children Are Our Children Poster and Zine



tomato basil
soup

croamy tomato soup
th fresh, sweet bosil

Figure 4: Soak’d Up Branding and Packaging



