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Job Description:

• This position will be a leader and staff authority advising the Commissioner 
of Agriculture, on water policy and engaging with stakeholders and 
agriculture water users to address water supply challenges…

 

This includes local governments, State and Federal partners



Job Description:

• This position will be responsible for the implementation of agency action 
items identified in the 2023 updated Colorado Water Plan…

1. Integrate soil health, water conservation , and adaptive 
practices that maintain or increase agriculture production 
with less water,

2. Facilitate collaborative water sharing agreements
3. Support peer to peer learning between farmers/ranchers



Job Description:

• This position will focus on water policy and research, lead in outreach and 
technical assistance, and represent the department on various working 
groups and public discussions around agricultural water.

1. Educational Institution
2. CSU Cooperative Extension
3. Colorado Water Center
4. NRCS

5.  Conservancy and Conservation Districts
6.  Agricultural Organizations
7.  Water Policy Organizations
8.  Conservation groups



Job Description:

• This position will be the Department’s lead working with the Colorado 
Water Conservation Board, Colorado Groundwater Commission, Department 
of Natural Resources, Basin Roundtables, Colorado Department of Health 
and Environment, Water Conservation Districts, and agricultural water 
users to meet water supply and quality challenges while promoting a 
vibrant agriculture…

1. CWCB meets every other month
2. CO Groundwater Commission meets 

quarterly
3. 9 Basin Roundtables: meeting monthly

4. IBCC: meets 2 times per year
5. CDPHE: meeting monthly
6. CO State Conservation Board
7. 75 Conservation Districts





• So far this year I have:
• Attended 80 events
• Presented at 34 of those events



Partner discussion:
• Metro Chamber of Commerce: Colorado Competitive Council
• NWCCOG
• SW Water Conservation District
• AZ Director of Agriculture: Paul Brierly
• CCI
• EPA Region 8
• Netherlands Ministry of Agriculture
• Stratton COOP and Stratton FFA
• BASF Behavioral Health
• CSU President Parsons
• Oak Creek FFA: Jay Whaley
• Rio Grande Water Conservation District
• CFB ELA X
• CO Potato Administrative Committee: Jim Ehrlich



Topics around the state:
• Aurora purchase of 5,000+ acres in the lower Arkansas
• Wildfire/Watershed Protection
• Groundwater Sustainability
• Water Quality (nutrients, salinity, CEC)
• Futile Call
• Postponement Doctrine
• Revegetation/reclamation
• Measurement Rules Div 6 and 7
• Co River Post 2026 negotiations
• Perkins County Canal
• TX vs NM on the Rio Grande River
• Shoshone water rights permanency
• Modernization of aging agricultural infrastructure
• Fresh Water Trust: Land Use Modelling efforts
• Mirasol: Looking at the Sun: Palmer Land Conservancy
• Dredge & Fill 



CO Department of Agriculture Programs
Conservation Services

 Ag Water Quality
 Conservation Board
 Ag Drought & Climate Resiliency Office
 CDA Energy Programs
 CO Soil Health Program
 Climate-Smart Natural and Working Lands

Markets
 Climate Smart Commodities
 Resilient Food Systems Infrastructure
 Next Generation Ag Leadership
 Ag Loan Program







More than 50,000 Americans took their 
own lives in 2023, the nation’s highest 
yearly rate of suicide on record. Farmers 
are 3.5 times more likely to die by suicide 
than the general population, according to 
the National Rural Health Association. 
Special correspondent Megan Thompson 
reports from Wisconsin on the burden 
farmers often deal with and what’s being 
done to help them.

PBS News 





Thank you!
Robert.Sakata@state.co.us

720-512-6868
Ag.Colorado.gov
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