Appendix 3. Explanations of ranks used by the Wyoming Natural
Diversity Database.
As part of the North American network of natural heritage
programs, the Wyoming Natural Diversity Database (WYNDD) uses the
natural heritage element ranking system developed by The Nature
Conservancy.
In this system, each element (in this case,
species) is assigned a two-part rank that reflects its rarity and
security both globally (the G part of the rank) and within a
state or province (the S part of the rank) . Both the global rank
and the state rank can range from 1 (extremely rare or
threatened) to 5 (common and secure) . Ranks are defined as
follows:
Global Ranks

'

Gl:

Critically imperiled globally because of extreme rarity (5
or fewer occurrences or very few remaining individuals) or
because of some factors making it especially vulnerable to
extinction.

G2:

Imperiled globally because of rarity (6 to 20 occurrences or
few remaining individuals) or because of factors making it
very vulnerable to extinction.

G3:

Either very rare and localized throughout its range, or
found locally (and perhaps abundantly at some sites)
throughout a restricted range, or vulnerable to extinction
throughout its range.

G4:

Apparently secure globally, although it may be quite rare in
parts of its range, especially at the periphery.

G5:

Demonstrably secure globally and essentially ineradicable
under present conditions.

T:

A "T" following the global rank (G#T#) refers to a rank
assigned to a subspecific taxon.
The number following the
"G" is the rank of the species, and the number following the
"T" is the rank of the subspecific taxon.

Q:

Taxonomic questions or problems exist about the taxon; more
information is needed. A "G#Q" rank implies that the
taxonomic distinctiveness of the taxon may be of
questionable validity. A "G#T#Q" rank implies that the
taxonomic distinctiveness of the subspecific taxon is of
questionable validity.
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State Ranks
S1:

Critically imperiled in the state or province because of
extreme rarity (5 or fewer occurrences or very few remaining
individuals) or because of some factors making it especially
vulnerable to extinction.

S2:

Imperiled in the state or province because of rarity (6 to
20 occurrences or few remaining individuals) or because of
factors making it very vulnerable to extinction.

S3:

Rare or uncommon in the state (on the order of 21 to 100
occurrences) .

S4:

Apparently secure in the state or province, with many
occurrences.

GS:

Demonstrably secure in the state or province and essentially
ineradicable under present conditions.

SU:

Possibly imperiled in the state but status is uncertain;
more information needed before a numerical rank can be
assigned.

S?·

Status uncertain due to lack of information.
The 11 ? 11 is
usually combined with any of the numerical ranks, as in
IIS3?11.

Migratory Ranks
B:

A 11 B'' following a rank (e.g., S3B) indicates that the rank
refers to the breeding status of the species within the
state. B ranks are usually assigned to birds ..

N:

An 11 N 11 following a rank

(e.g., S3N) indicates that the
preceding rank refers to the non-breeding status of the
species in the state. N ranks are usually assigned to
birds.

A state rank of S2BS5N indicates that the species is rare in
the state as a breeder, but abundant as a non-breeder.
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