


Artist Statement 

Kinszia Erickson 

 

I have always been fascinated by the reactions that can be elicited through art, and I strive to draw a reaction from my own 

viewers.   Much of my previous work relied on morbid or repulsive materials in order to shock the viewer, such as ashes, blood, and 

spiders.  Though this work elicited a strong response, it was intense but quickly faded.  Currently, I am pursuing a new series of work, 

one that still compels my audience to react to these pieces, but in a way that lasts and challenges the way they think of these items.  

Instead of revulsion, I am looking to fill my viewers with a sense of curiosity, nostalgia, loss, and honesty.   

The items that I have chosen to use are family keepsakes.  These images and objects inspire me to question their history.  I 

need to know why these photographs were taken and what made these moments worth capturing.  I need to know how people felt 

when they held these items in their hands.  These are the questions and thoughts that compel me to keep exploring these personal 

artifacts.  It is my goal to successfully communicate the power and mystery that surrounds these items.  I am memorializing people 

and memories by permanently placing them in my work, with the hope that my audience will be as moved by them as I am.  

 



 Title Media Original Format 
Figure 1: Restraint 1 metalsmithing and jewelry copper, brass; 6 in. x 4 in. 
Figure 2: Restraint 2 metalsmithing and jewelry copper, brass; 6 in. x 4 in. 
Figure 3: Simplicity 1 metalsmithing and jewelry brass, brass wire; 9 in. x 7 in. 
Figure 4: Simplicity 2 metalsmithing and jewelry brass, brass wire; 9 in. x 7 in. 
Figure 5: Preservation 1 metalsmithing and jewelry copper, ashes, plastic; 8 in. x 4 in. 
Figure 6: Preservation 2 metalsmithing and jewelry copper, ashes, plastic; 8 in. x 4 in. 
Figure 7: Enamel Necklace metalsmithing and jewelry copper, enamel; 7 in. x 11 in. x 13 in. 
Figure 8: The Leach metalsmithing and jewelry copper, bronze; 5 in. x 2 in.; 2 in. x 3/4 in.; 1 1/2 in. x 

1/2 in.; 1 in. x 1/2 in. 
Figure 9: The Leach Worn metalsmithing and jewelry copper, bronze; 5 in. x 2 in.; 2 in. x 3/4 in.; 1 1/2 in. x 

1/2 in.; 1 in. x 1/2 in. 
Figure 10: Spider Necklace metalsmithing and jewelry copper, twine, polyester bags, spiders; 12 1/2 in. round 

Figure 11: Spider Necklace Detail metalsmithing and jewelry polyester bag, spider; 3 in. x 2 1/2 in. 
Figure 12: For My Mother metalsmithing and jewelry brass, copper; 5 in. x 4 in.; 13 in.; 15 in. 
Figure 13: For My Mother Detail metalsmithing and jewelry brass, copper; 5 in. x 4 in.; 13 in.; 15 in. 
Figure 14: Unanswered Questions metalsmithing and jewelry copper, transparency paper; 24 in. x 8 in. 

Figure 15: Unanswered Questions Detail metalsmithing and jewelry copper, transparency paper; 24 in. x 8 in. 

 



Figure 1: Restraint 1. 



Figure 2: Restraint 2. 



Figure 3: Simplicity 1. 



Figure 4: Simplicity 2. 



Figure 5: Preserva on 1. 



Figure 6: Preserva on 2. 



Figure 7: Enamel Necklace. 



Figure 8: The Leach. 



Figure 9: The Leach Worn. 



Figure 10: Spider Necklace. 



Figure 11: Spider Necklace Detail. 



Figure 12: For My Mother. 



Figure 13: For My Mother Detail. 



Figure 14: Unanswered Ques ons. 



Figure 15: Unanswered Ques ons Detail. 
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